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Stuhlsatz signs 
with University of 
Saint Mary track, 
cross country
Sienna Jones, Kadence Guinn |
 staff writers

Senior Rebekah Stuhlsatz 
signed to run cross country 
and track at the Univer-
sity of Saint Mary during a 
celebration in the commons 
Friday afternoon.

Stuhlsatz placed three 
times at state cross country 
for the Chargers and me-
daled in the 3200 and 1600 
last year in track.

Coach Roger Alderman 
spoke about what Stuhlsatz 
brings to the team. “We all 
appreciated the energy and 
enthusiasm she brought to 
both cross country and track 
over the years. It’s made us a 
better team and she’ll bring 
that to Saint Mary,” Alder-
man said.

Teammate Payton Wurtz 
spoke about Stuhlsatz’s ef-

fort and attitude. “Rebekah 
has been right beside me and 
my teammates making sure 
everyone is having the time 
of their lives every practice 
and every meet. She’s one 
of the hardest workers and 
most encouraging people I 
know. She’s never turned 
down working hard and I’m 
excited that she gets to con-
tinue her career.”

Teammate Jenna Don-
aldson also spoke about her 

influence as a teammate. 
“She’s always a positive 
role model and always has a 
smile on her face. Everyone 
needs a Rebekah on their 
side.”

Stuhlsatz said she chose 
the University of Saint 
Mary because she liked the 
coaches and teammates, 
the facilities were nice and 
they had the classes that she 
needed. 

BORN TO RUN

Rebekah Stuhlsatz signs with the University of Saint Mary for track and cross country with her sister Isabelle, 
mother Michelle, father David and coach Roger Alderman. Photo by Danielle Murphy.

Baylie Tharman | staff writer

Wabaunsee’s state qualifiers 
all went 1-2 at the state tour-
nament, losing in consolation 
rounds.

Sophia Castillo wrestled 
in the 105 weight class. Her 
first match was against Payton 
Burton of Leon-Bluestem, los-
ing 9-2. Her second matchup 
was against Pratt’s Lilly Her-
man, winning 6-0. To finish her 
season she wrestled Winfield’s 
Hannah Selle, losing 11-0.

 “It was a good experience, 
although it didn’t end the way 
I wanted it to,” Castillo said. “I 
learned a lot to take into next 
season and I’m proud to repre-
sent the girls wrestling team.”  

Sienna Jones began the tour-
nament against Grace Johns of 
Minneapolis, losing 2-0. Her 
next round was against Kassidy 
Fox of Cherokee-Southwest 
winning 13-1. To end the 
season, Jones wrestled Brylie 
Schaub of Fort Scott, losing 
5-2.

“Going to state was a step-
ping stone for next year and for 
the future of the girls wrestling 
team. Win or lose, every match 
this season was a learning op-
portunity,” Jones said.

At the boys tournament, 
junior Alex Beggs defeated St. 
Hohn’s Caden McCandless 3-0 
in the opening round, but lost 
to Hill City’s Aiden Amerin 8-0 
in the second round. He fin-
ished the season with a 7-4 loss 
to Russel’s Brayden Strobel.

This was Begg’s first year 
qualifying to state. “I went in 
knowing that it would be a 
tougher match and I knew I 
would have to wrestle smart,” 
Beggs said.

Wrestling 
competes at 
state meet

Michigan State 
shooting hits 
close to home

At 8:18 p.m. February 13, there 
was an active shooter at Michigan 
State University in Berkley Hall. 
Three students were killed and 
five were left in critical condition. 

2022 WHS graduate Lauren 
Schutter, who plays volleyball at 
Michigan State was on campus 
when the shooting happened.

Michigan State sent all of the 
students home to give them time 
to recover from the incident. MSU 
paid for all the students' travel 
expenses to return home. 

Lauren returned home along 
with two of her teammates from 
Turkey: Selin Aslayan and Nil 
Okur.

At the basketball game against 
Riley County February 17, Schut-
ter gave a speech bringing aware-
ness to the situation.

“As I sat in my apartment 
mindlessly writing a paper for my 
literature class, I looked at my 
phone to see that our volleyball 
group chat was blowing up. The 
most recent text was from our 
team captain, who asked for all 
of us to confirm our location and 
say if we were or were not safe,” 
Schutter said.

At the game against Riley 
County, I got a chance to talk to 
Laurens teammates about the 
shooting. 

“I used to think that college 
towns were super safe, like we 
would be out walking home at 1 
a.m. because we thought it was a 
safe place,” Asalayan said

In other countries, school 
shootings aren’t as common as in 
America.

“It was my parents' greatest 
fear when I came to school in 
America,” Okur said.

Every time there is a school 
shooting that receives media cov-
erage, people care for a few weeks 
and then go back to acting like 
nothing ever happened. 

It’s time for a change in cul-
ture. No one should be afraid to 
go to school. No parents should 
have to worry about seeing their 
kids for the last time ever drop-
ping them off at school. No 
teacher should have to worry 
about protecting their students 
and losing their lives for them. 

Seeing a shooting in the news 
is something we’ve all become 
numb too, but the incident at 
Michigan State was the first time 
where I actually knew someone at 
the school. It was an awful feel-
ing, and our country needs to take 
whatever steps it can to stop these 
incidents from happening again.

AJ Grutsch | editor in chief

Several Wabaunsee stu-
dents will cooperate with 
Onaga High School in order 
to participate in boys golf. 

Maverick Havenstein, Eli 
Oliver, Jacob Meseke, Ryan 
Schutter, Zach Frank, Wyatt 
Wurtz, Parker Holthaus, and 
Luke Wertzburger are the 
first Wabaunsee students to 
play golf competitively since 
2014 when Tyler Fleming 
also joined Onaga. 

The students wanting to 
play golf approached princi-
pal Steve Oliver and athletic 
director Jeron Weisshaar to 
lay out a plan to present to 
the board. Onaga was will-
ing to partner up with these 
students so they could rep-
resent Onaga on the course. 

The board approved it and 
the golf team was under way. 

Nearly 20 students were 
initially interested in the 
sport. Each of the students 
was required to pass a writ-
ten rules test with a score 
of 70 or higher to be able 
to join the team. Once they 
have done that they are able 
to practice with the team 
and play in tournaments. 

The team will practice on 
their own time at Wabaun-
see Pines and other local 
courses with a practice once 
a week on the Onaga golf 
course with the other Onaga 
students. They are coached 
by Craig Boswell for the 
regular season.

In the postseason, Wa-
baunsee will compete on its 
own. Christian Ulsaker will 

lead the Chargers for region-
als and potentially state.

This split coaching is 
caused because Wabaunsee 
students cannot represent 
Onaga in the postseason. 
Also, Wabaunsee is a 2A 
school and Onaga will com-
pete in 1A golf. 

The students are very 
excited to improve their 
game and learn more about 
the sport. 

“My goal is to just make 
my golf game better. How 
can I be 65 and retired and 
not have a good golf game,” 
Schutter said.

The team’s first tourna-
ment is April 4 at Washing-
ton County. 

WHS to co-op with Onaga for boys golf
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“The mission of the Charger newspaper 
and related media is to inform the 

students and school community about 
relevant issues in a fair, accurate and 

timely manner, to advocate for all 
students and serve as an open forum 

for student free speech.”
Send letters to the editor, story ideas or 
pictures to whscharger@gmail.com or 
Read online at whscharger.com or follow 
@whscharger on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. Find the Senioritis podcast on 

iTunes or Spotify.

Stuhlsatz runs at state while her father cheers her on. Photo by AJ Grutsch.


