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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R

The Charger asked Facebook 
followers for Wabaunsee High 
School sweethearts who are still 
together. This is the first in a 
series featuring these couples. If 
you have a great couple to add, 
let us know at whscharger@
gmail.com.

Ava Meinhardt | staff writer

Brian and Christa Johnson 
started dating after the 2003 
Wabaunsee County Fair. Brian 
graduated from Wabaunsee 
High School in 2006, and 
Christa in 2007. They were 
married not long after in 2009. 

Their relationship has 
changed a lot over the years. 
They have been through high 
school, college, developing ca-
reers and having three children. 
“Although neither of us would 
change getting married, it was 

not easy to be high school 
sweethearts,” Christa said. 

Their relationship during 
high school, and even after, 
was filled with many ups and 
downs. There was the obvious 
high school drama that every-
one goes through and one year 
of long-distance while Brian 
was in college. 

“It’s all totally worth it if 
you truly love the other person. 
Otherwise it’d be easier to just 
date around and hangout with 
your friends and avoid the high 
school drama,” Christa said. 

The couple now lives in 
Paxico and is raising three girls 
together. “I think our relation-
ship has lasted because we 
have been each other’s best 
friends and have grown up 
together. It’s nice to know and 
support each other,” Christa 
said. 

Heather Baker | staff writer

The future of the school in 
terms of league and consolida-
tion was discussed at the most 
recent board meeting. 

The USD 329 Board of 
Education met for its monthly 
meeting on February 13 in the 
WHS com-
mons to 
discuss these 
issues.

Athletic 
director Jeron Weisshaar sub-
mitted his report about what 
different leagues USD 329 is 
considering. With Rock Creek 
leaving the Mid-East League, 
the remaining schools have 
been exploring options for the 
future. The two main leagues 
discussed were the Big 7 and 
the Flint Hills league. 

If USD 329 moved to the Big 
7, we’d be one of the smaller 
schools in the league, Weis-
shaar said. We’d be at a dis-
advantage in size compared to 
the other schools. The Big 7 
schools are also farther away 
from Alma than most of the 
Flint Hills League. The board 
moved to request entry to the 
Flint Hills League, and admin-
istrators from that league will 
discuss in the next month.

Consolidation of the district 
was once again addressed. 
There were two main options 
the board considered: the 
district could close both Maple 
Hill Elementary and Paxico 
Junior High and move all of the 
kids to Alma, although it would 
face a challenge of having 
enough space.

Alternatively, the district 
could stair-step consolidation 
by closing one school this year, 
seeing what happens, and tak-
ing the next step from there. 
When it came to a vote, the 
stair-step consolidation passed 
unanimously. 

Two resignations were ac-
cepted by the board. FCS teach-
er Diane Breiner and counselor 
Wendy Leenerts will both no 
longer be working at USD 329 
next year. Leenerts said, “I 
absolutely adore the kids in 
this district, and will miss them 
dearly.” She chose to make this 
decision because of schedul-
ing difficulties and the distance 
from her home in Topeka. 

Breiner has retired four 
times from USD 329, and now 
she is going for a fifth. Breiner 
said, “My main goal is to find 
an amazing, young FCS educa-
tor/FCCLA Advisor who will 
keep the FCS/FCCLA program 
successful for years to come.” 
She has taught at WHS for a 
grand total of 35 years. 

The next board meeting will 
be a special meeting to discuss 
finances on March 1st at 5 p.m. 
in the WHS commons. The 
next monthly meeting will be 
March 20, at 6 p.m. in the Wa-
baunsee Junior High commons.

329 board 
discusses 
league change

Listen to audio of 
the board meeting 
at whscharger.com. 

Brian and 
Christa 
Johnson pose 
with their 
daughters 
Taegan, 
Kinley and 
Shillow. The 
Johnsons 
began dating 
at WHS in 
2003 and  
graduated in 
‘06 and ‘07. 

WHS SWEETHEARTS | Brian and Christa Johnson

Wrestling qualifies 
three for state 
tournaments
Jacob Meseke | sports editor

Three wrestlers have made 
the state tournament for the 
Chargers. 

Junior Alex Beggs qualified 
for the boys at 175. Juniors So-
phia Castillo and Sienna Jones 
both made the state tourna-
ment in the girls first season 
as a team. 

At regionals, Beggs finished 
third. In his first match of the 
day, Beggs won by a fall in 43 
seconds. Beggs went on to lose 
to the eventual second place 
finisher in the next round. In 
the third round Beggs won by 
another fall. In the third place 
match, Beggs won by major 
decision 11-2. 

Castillo finished fourth at 
the 105 weight class at re-
gionals. Castillo won her first 
match by decision, 7-2. She 
went on to lose to the eventual 
regional winner and number-
one-ranked 105 wrestler in the 
state the next round. Castillo 
clinched a spot to state with a 
pin. Castillo ended up losing 
in the third place match by 
decision, 7-2.

Jones finished in third place 
in the 170 weight class. Jones 
started with two wins, one by 
a fall. In the match to go to 
the final, Jones lost by a fall. In 
her match to go to state, Jones 
won by a fall. In the third place 
game Jones won by major deci-
sion, 11-2. 

The girls state meet will 
be Wednesday and Thursday 
in Salina. Castillo enters the 
tournament at 18-12 and will 
face Payton Burton of Blue-
stem High School (27-7)in the 
first round. 

“It means a lot. It’s the first 
year I’ve been doing it. I’m 
happy I tried wrestling because 
it was something new and it 
feels great to be successful in 

the first year,” Castillo said.
She said she’s excited to see 

the tough competition at the 
state tournament. “It’s going 
to be good to get state experi-
ence for the first time. Even if 
it’s a tough tournament it will 
be something to build on.”

Jones enters the tournament 
at 17-5, and will face a tough 
first-round opponent, Grace 
Jones of Minneapolis (32-2).

“It’s really cool to represent 
our first girls wrestling team 
here at Wabaunsee and pave 
the way for future girls wres-
tlers,” Jones said. “The bracket 
seems pretty stacked but I 
need to have a positive outlook 
and to trust the work that I’ve 
put in this season and trust 
the coaches. Whatever the out-
come, I can’t be upset because 
it’s my first year.”

Beggs enters state at 25-17, 
and will face St. jahn’s Caden 
McCandless (29-12) in the 
first match. Beggs won the 
Mid-East League champion-
ship in the 175 weight class 
last week, and enters the state 
tournament for the first time.

STATE BOUNDSTATE BOUND

Above: Junior 
Alex Beggs 
wrestles during 
the Mid-East 
League meet. 
Beggs placed 
first in the 175 
weight class. 
Photo by Sienna 
Jones.

Left: Sienna 
Jones and So-
phia Castillo 
celebrate after 
qualifying for 
state at the 
Rossville 
regional. Castillo 
placed fourth 
and Jones placed 
third.
Photo by Tyler 
Douglass.


