
Issue 22 — February 9, 2022 whscharger.com

T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R

After being absent for a few 
years, USD 329 is bringing 
back the Accelerated Reader 
program for grades K-5. This 
program is good both for the 
reading incentive for younger 
grades and for the STAR exams 
that evaluate the students’ 
reading and math levels.

Although the program’s 
return won’t affect high school 
students, even the best readers 
greeted the news with a sort of 
PTSD.

While a potentially useful 

tool, the AR program can very 
easily deter kids from reading 
if applied incorrectly. I think, at 
the end of the day, it’s difficult 
to force students to read. In 
other words, AR should only be 
used as positive reinforcement. 

When I went to Riley Coun-
ty in 3rd through 5th grade, 
reading for AR and taking tests 
was not required. Instead, 
students gathered points over 
time and had the opportunity 
to spend them on real things 
at the end of every semester. 
This provided a positive push 
towards reading for kids, and it 
worked pretty well. Plus, if kids 
didn’t like reading, they didn’t 
have to.

When I was in 6th through 
8th grade, I had to do AR at 
USD 329. Every quarter we 
had goals we had to meet, and 
these goals were set based on 
our past reading amounts. If 
you met the goal, you got re-

warded with a field trip. If you 
didn’t, you had to sit in a study 
hall all day. 

While I prefer a system 
with a lack of punishment, this 
system was all right. At least 
until I took a test for a book 
I’d read a few years prior that 
was worth 65 points (which is 
a lot for one book). It boosted 
my goal to 100-150 points a 
quarter, which is a lot of read-
ing. This was completely my 
fault, but a system that encour-
ages students to strategically 
underachieve in order to make 
things easier definitely has 
some issues.

If used incorrectly, this 
program can very easily lead 
students to dislike reading. If 
kids are pressured into read-
ing a certain amount of books 
instead of getting points, it can 
push kids into only wanting 
to read books that are much 
too simple for them. Also, for 

struggling readers, failing a 
test and missing out on points, 
even if they have done the 
reading, can be discouraging in 
an unproductive way.

If kids are pressured too 
much, they may associate read-
ing with the stress put on them 
at school and lose whatever joy 
they may have had from read-
ing. This is doubly true if not 
reading/getting points is met 
with punishment.

All in all, the Accelerated 
Reader is a good program, and 
there’s no doubt that reading 
is one of the most important 
skills for grade school students 
to develop. If the teachers in 
Alma and Maple Hill requested 
its return, then we trust they 
know what they’re doing.

I just hope that this time 
around, it’s utilized to its full 
potential.
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“The mission of the Charger newspaper 
and related media is to inform the 

students and school community about 
relevant issues in a fair, accurate and 

timely manner, to advocate for all 
students and serve as an open forum for 

student free speech.”

Read online at whscharger.com or follow 
@whscharger on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook. Find the Senioritis podcast on 

iTunes or Spotify.

Misuse of Accelerated Reader could kill love of reading

Last week I attended a 
student-lead panel discussing 
student issues on a variety of 
topics. This panel was for the 
Safe and Supportive Schools 
Conference in Manhattan.

This panel aimed to give 
teachers, principals, superin-
tendents and SROs an idea of 
what students think and expe-
rience in high school. Students 
were given a list of questions 
beforehand so we could figure 
out what we wanted to say. 

The questions were very 
general. For instance, they 
asked “What is one thing you 
really enjoy about school?” But 
others were more specific and 
gave my group some trouble. 
For example, “If you could 
make one rule that everyone in 
the world would have to follow, 
what would it be?” 

I was on this panel with 
four other members, a student 
from a 3A school, a 4A school, 
a 5A school, and a 6A school. 
Being the smallest one there 
put some pressure on me, but I 
was happy to represent smaller 
communities. 

There were around 100 or so 
in attendance, including USD 
329 administrators. Most of 
the people there were writing 
down what we were saying 
which boosted my ego. The 
whole panel lasted about an 
hour. 

I had my answers prepared 
beforehand but after hearing 

what other schools had to say 
I had decided to add bits and 
pieces to what I wanted to 
say. Most of the other schools 
had good ideas that I hadn’t 
thought of. They gave me a 
new perspective on some of the 
aspects of school I had never 
thought about. 

The subject I had spent the 
most time discussing was al-
lowing phones in schools and 
helping high school students 
making decisions for college. 

I believe that phones 
should be allowed in school 
since whatever a child can do 
on their cell phone they are 
equally capable of doing on 
their laptop or computer. This 
technology is important for 
students since it’s going to 
be a big part of the next few 
centuries. Learning how to use 
this technology is important 
for students so they can use it 
responsibly. 

For college education, I 
advocated for counselors to 
speak to each student indi-
vidually about college and help 
with financial decisions. I also 
advised schools to separate 
counselors that take care of the 
mental health of students from 
counselors who help with col-
lege and student loans. I made 
it clear that teenagers should 
not be making financial deci-
sions that will impact the rest 
of their lives. 

Speaking on these subjects 
was very important for me 
because I am passionate about 
helping our education system. 

I am very thankful for this 
opportunity and I appreciate 
all those who were involved 
in this process. And I have to 
give a special thank you to John 
Calvert and Jim Green who 
orchestrated the entire panel. 
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Student panel an opportunity to 
share small-school perspective
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Above: Karli Meseke dribbles 
during the varsity game against 
Axtell. The Chargers won 45-21 
for their third win of the season. 
Photo by Dee Glotzbach.
Left: Senior Eli Oliver shoots 
through traffic against Axtell 
January 24. The Chargers won 
56-40. Both teams traveled to 
Mission Valley Tuesday and to 
Riley County Friday. Photo by 
Hannah Seivers.

WRESTLING COMPETES AT 
SILVER LAKE 

Wrestling competed at Silver 
Lake Saturday. 

The girls had three wrestlers 
place. Junior Sophia Castillo 
placed 3rd place at 105. Fresh-
man Katelyn Glotzbach placed 
3rd at 135. Junior Sienna Jones 
placed 2nd at 170. 

The boys had two wrestlers 
place. Junior Weston Johnson fin-
ished 5th at 120 and junior Alex 
Beggs also placed 5th at 175. 

Boys will have league on 
Thursday at Riley County. Girls 
will compete at regionals Satur-
day in Rossville. 


