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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R

329 Board votes to close Maple Hill Elementary

LONG LIVE THE CHARGERS

Sophia Castillo | staff writer 

Senior Kwinton Willier 
signed to cheer at Midland 
University. He will be repping 
the orange and navy with the 
Warriors. 

Midland is a small NAIA 
university in Fremont, Ne-
braska. 

“I chose Midland because it’s 
a smaller NAIA school and it 
seems like a place that I would 
want to spend the next four 
years of my education. They 
also offered me a pretty decent 
scholarship,” Willier said. 

Willer’s coach said he is a 
good leader and a cherished 
member on the team. “He’s 
determined, strong mentally 
and physically, has very good 
interpersonal skills, and he’s 
an asset to any team. We’re 
going to miss him a lot,” coach 
Cheryl Lewis said. 

Willier has been a part of 
the Wabaunsee cheer team for 
4 years. He is a two time UCA  
All-American and a jump off 
champion. He is one of the 
strongest back spots on the 
team. Kwinton also does coed 
stunting which is his favorite 
part of cheer. “My favorite 
thing about cheer is stunting, 
especially coed. I like stunting 
because it gives me a way to 
show my strength,” he said. 

“I’m going to miss Kwinton 
a lot. He’s built a great founda-
tion for our team the last three 
years I’ve been cheering and I 
wish him the best,” teammate 
Sienna Jones said.  

“Cheer has made a huge 
impact on me. It has helped me 
with time management, being 
an uplifting team member, 
physical and mental health, as 
well as learning where I belong. 
I’m excited to continue my 
cheer career with Midland and 
learn new things,” Willer said. 

Willier signs 
to Midland 
Cheerleading

Willier cheers during the home game 
against Rock Creek. Photo by Payton 
Wurtz.

Heather Baker | staff writer

This could be the final year 
for students to attend Maple 
Hill Elementary school.

At its monthly meeting on 
January 9, the USD 329 board 
of education moved to close 
Maple Hill Elementary school, 
likely at the start of the 2023-
24 school year.

Before discussing the 
elementary school, superin-
tendent Troy Pitsch presented 
a slideshow of the district's fi-
nances from 2010-2026. In all 
recent years excluding 2020, 
the district has been spending 
more than it’s earning. 

According to Pitsch’s esti-
mates, the district will have 
an approximately $581,000 
shortfall of what is needed in 
the 2025-26 school year.

“We are one roof or HVAC 
away from financial challenges 
for our district,” Pitsch said.

The district’s revenues have 
been steadily declining since 
2010, a decline that’s now hit 

about 50 percent since that 
year. If state funds were de-
layed, the district would be in 
a bad financial situation.

There are two funds set 
aside for emergencies, capital 
outlay and contingency. These 
funds are for if the district 
doesn’t receive money (like 
in a delay) or if something 
important in a building breaks 
(like a roof) respectively.

According to Pitsch, the 
district is supposed to have 
enough money in these funds 
to handle 3 months of no cash 
flow from the state and one 
immediate emergency. With 
the money the district cur-
rently has, the district could 
potentially survive with 3 
months of no cash flow, but 
it would drain both funds. An 
emergency, however, would 
leave the district in a pickle.

“The intent is to be as clear 

as possible about our financial 
situation,” Pitsch said.

The school board then 
discussed closing MHES as 
a way to save money moving 
forward.

Board member Kelly Oliver 
said the board takes no plea-
sure in closing buildings. “I 
don’t want to close Maple 
Hill, my kids went there, but 
unfortunately we are in a 
district where our enrollment 
is declining. We don’t have 
the kids in that area. We have 
kids coming in from Paxico 
and Maple Hill and it’s still 
not enough. We are bussing 
kids from Alma and McFarland 
to help increase class sizes to 
reduce the burden on teachers 
in Alma,” Oliver said.

Pitsch said the projected 
savings from closing the build-
ing would be around $200,000 
a year. 

Pitsch and elementary prin-
cipal Robert Schawo discussed 
options on where to put 
students if the school were to 

close. Schawo said the biggest 
issue is space, and that modu-
lar units would be needed 
in Alma to accommodate an 
influx of students. He did cite 
concerns about both cost and 
security with this option.

Schawo also discussed the 
possibility of moving elemen-
tary students to Paxico and 
moving junior high students to 
Alma.

Board Member Jerome Hess 
moved that a notice of a public 
hearing for the closure of Ma-
ple Hill Elementary School be 
published in the Wabaunsee 
Signal-Enterprise as required 
by state statute. Justin Frank 
seconded. The motion carried 
4-2 (Tony Conard:no vote, Cal-
lie Meinhardt: abstained).

The next board meeting will 
be on February 13 at 6 p.m. at 
the district office in Alma. The 
board will continue its discus-
sion of how the district will 
move forward after the MHES 
closes.

Listen to audio from the board’s 
discussion, as well as notes from the 
meeting, at whscharger.com.

Winter Royalty queen Jen-
na Donaldson and King A.J. 
Grutsch pose with Paxton 
Meyer, Jacob Meseke, 
Bella Wade, Bryton Reves, 
Hadlee Diepenbrock, Lan-
son Parry and attendants 
Rowan Weisshaar and Ty 
Rutledge at the crown-
ing Friday night. Photo 
by Amy Cassell. Bottom 
Left: Senior A.J. Grutsch 
reads “Cat in the Hat” to 
the student body during 
the talent show. “I really 
just wanted to stall for 
time so we didn’t have 
to go back to class,” 
Grutsch said. Photos by 
Payton Wurtz. Middle: 
Wyatt Wurtz and Alex 
Beggs  get in position for 
“four men eating” during 
ships and sailors during 
Friday’s pep rally. Bottom 
Middle: WJH students do 
“captain’s coming” during 
ships and sailors. Right: 
Jacob Meseke celebrates 
after winning one of the 
candidate games.


