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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R
Payton Wurtz | staff writer 

The girls wrestling team 
placed third in its debut meet 
at Clay Center on Saturday.

Sienna Jones finished first 
in her weight class, beating 
the same opponent twice, 
who was more than 20 
pounds heavier than her. 

“I had a lot of fun this 
weekend. I was pretty nervous 
going into the meet, especially 
when I found out my only 
matches were against one 
girl in the 190 weight class,” 
Jones said. “When Coach 
Tyler pointed her out across 
the gym, my face dropped. 
She was definitely bigger than 
me, also considering that the 
heaviest girl I wrestle in prac-
tice is Emily, who’s around 
40 pounds less than the girl 
I was wrestling. During the 
actual match she kept head 
butting me, which resulted 
in bruising and swelling. It 
was intimidating, but I still 
ended up pinning her both 
matches.”

Jones was excited to find 
success in her first meet. 
“When I walked off the mat 
after the second match, Coach 
Tyler asked for permission to 
hug me, which made me feel 
pretty proud of myself. I’m 
excited for the rest of this 
wrestling season.”

Freshman Katelyn Glotz-
bach also placed first, winning 
the #135 weight class. “I was 
glad I was able to wrestle 
again,” she said.

Other girls placers were 
Sophia Castillo (3rd, #105), 
Payton Wurtz (4th, #115), 
Emily Meyer (4th, #145) and 
Kadence Guinn (4th, #155).

On the boys side, freshman 
Brody Droegemeier placed 4th 
in the #190 class.

“I think that this season is 
going to be fun and it’s been 
fun for my first year wrestling 
in high school,” Droegemeier 
said. “I think I will get better 
throughout this year.”

The girls placed third as a 
team, and received a plaque 
made by Coach Tyler Dou-
glass because Clay Center 
didn’t have plaques for the 
girls teams.

BASKETBALL OPENS THE SEASON 
IN THE WABAUNSEE INVITATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT

Jacob Meseke | editor in chief

Basketball opened its sea-
son Tuesday against Northern 
Heights in the first round of 
the Wabaunsee Invitational 
Tournament. The boys won 
45-38. Senior Ryan Schutter 
led the team with 15 points 
and senior Maverick Haven-
stein had 7 points off the 
bench. The girls also opened 
the year with a win, 48-22. 
Junior Karli Meseke scored 19 
points and junior Kaci Meseke 
had a double-double with 17 
points and 11 rebounds. 

On night two, the Chargers 
faced Frankfort. The girls lost 
a tough one to the #10 ranked 
girls in 1A Div. 1, 52-29. The 
boys were able to handle 
Frankfort easily with a 59-16 
win. Schutter once again led 
the Chargers in scoring with 
17. Senior Logan Clark had 
11 points and Senior Lanson 
Parry had eight rebounds. 

Both teams ended up los-
ing on night three to Manhat-
tan C.H.I.E.F. The girls lost 
41-24 and the boys lost 56-34. 
The girls finished in third 
place and the boys finished as 
the runner up of the tourna-
ment.

Both boys and girls had 
three all-tournament team 
members. Juniors Taryn 
Maike, Karli Meseke, and 
Kaci Meseke for the girls and 
seniors Bryton Reves, Ryan 
Schutter and Logan Clark for 
the boys. 

Basketball will be back at 
it Friday at Rock Creek. The 
Rock Creek girls are currently 
3-0 and the boys are 2-1.

I think we can all agree that 
snow days are our favorite part 
of “school” in the winter. 

However, with a new super-
intendent, the real question is 
will we get as many snow days 
as we deserve, or will he force 
us to walk to school through 
the snow... uphill... both ways.

Obviously snow days are 

weather dependent — we need 
snow, ice or extreme tempera-
tures to call off school. How-
ever, as we all know, Kansas 
weather can be pretty dicey at 
times... or all the time. 

Superintendent Troy Pitsch 
said it’s not a decision made in 
isolation. “Part of the process 
of declaring a snow day is 
contacting other schools in our 
region to find out what they are 
seeing as well, especially the 
ones to the west of us,” Pitsch 
said. One of these schools is 
Riley County. Since it is west 
of us, we can see what the 
weather is like before it hits 
our district. 

There’s nothing worse than 
driving slowly to school while 
the radio tells you that all of 

the other schools in the area 
are closed. Normally peer 
pressure is a bad thing, but we 
encourage Dr. Pitsch to do the 
cool things when it comes to 
snow days.

That is just one of the steps 
of declaring a snow day. Dr. 
Pitsch also keeps a close eye on 
the weather as it’s coming in 
during the morning. In fact, he 
probably deserves a snow day 
as much as the rest of us, since 
he loses so much sleep watch-
ing the weather.

Another step in declaring a 
snow day is for Dr. Pitsch and 
the transportation director 
Clint Thompson to actually go 
out and test the roads. 

This means that they go 
driving on the ice. Last week, 

one of our busses almost had 
a terrible accident. While it 
wasn’t weather related, we 
don’t want to take any chances. 
We need to keep our little kids, 
and the superintendent safe 
and not have school on days 
when there is ice on the roads. 
Even a little ice can be danger-
ous to us naive, inexperienced 
easily distracted teen drivers.

Each year, the school has 
to have at least 1116 hours of 
classroom hours. “We already, 
as a district, far exceed that 
number of hours required, so 
we’ve built ourselves a cushion 
as well,” Pitsch said. Since we 
exceed the number of class-
room hours, I think that is a 
good excuse to be very gener-
ous with the amount of snow 

days we get. 
All of these very valid rea-

sons aside, the real excuse for 
a snow day is that our Call of 
Duty ranks will fall behind if 
we don't get these days to sit 
on the couch and do nothing. 
We also can’t forget about the 
fact that three Star Wars series 
and seven Marvel movies have 
come out since our last snow 
day. We need this time to catch 
up. 

In all seriousness, safety is 
important, and a superinten-
dent faces criticism no matter 
what he decides on a snowy 
day. We know he’ll do his best, 
but we want him to remember 
how much we love snow days 
every time he makes the call.

Snowpocalypse or dusting: district should set us free
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2 girls wrestlers win gold 
at Clay Center; Team 3rd

The Charger asked the first and second grade classes from Alma and Maple Hill Elementary Schools The Charger asked the first and second grade classes from Alma and Maple Hill Elementary Schools 
to send us their letters to Santa Claus. We were able to look through them before passing them on to to send us their letters to Santa Claus. We were able to look through them before passing them on to 
Santa, who had his elves write responses to each student. View each letter at whscharger.com.Santa, who had his elves write responses to each student. View each letter at whscharger.com.

• Listen to audio from Monday’s Board meeting.
• Read about the Jones Project assembly at WHS.
• Read about senator Jerry Moran’s visit to WHS.
• Read the staff review of the journalism film “She Said.”
• View photos from last week’s athletic events.

“The mission of the Charger newspaper and related media 
is to inform the students and school community about 

relevant issues in a fair, accurate and timely manner, to 
advocate for all students and serve as an open forum for 

student free speech.”
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