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District
responds to
failed bond

Cheer to
compete
at state

THE CHARGER

Heather Baker | staff writer

By a margin of 69 votes, the
USD 329 bond issue failed.
In its second attempt to pass
a bond since 2020, the $17.9
million bond failed by 4 percent,
948-879.
The results varied across the
district. In Alma 74 percent of
the 569 votes were in favor of
the bond. In Maple Hill only 22
percent of the 445 votes were in
favor. In Paxico 30 percent of the
374 votes were in favor.
VOTING BY PRECINCT
Alma: 442 Yes, 147 No
Alta Vista: 8 Yes, 11 No
Farmer: 41 Yes, 21 No
Kaw: 2 Yes, 13 No
Maple Hill: 101 Yes, 344 No
Hessdale: 18 Yes, 19 No
Keene: 3 Yes, 5 No
McFarland: 95 Yes, 64 No
Newbury: 113 Yes, 261 No
Chalk: 0 Yes, 3 No
Wabaunsee: 47 Yes, 38 No
Washington: 28 Yes, 22 No
Total: 879 Yes, 948 No
View votes and precinct maps at whscharger.com.
The 2020 bond failed by nearly
15 percent, with Alma voting
in favor a little over 50 percent,
Maple hill voting 25 percent in
favor and Paxico voting 44 percent
in favor.
When Superintendent Troy
Pitsch was asked about what is
going to happen with the school,
he replied “USD 329 is the same
district as it was 24 hours ago, we
are still great, we should be proud
of everything we do.”
Pitsch said that despite this
drawback, he expects USD 329 to
come back swinging. “We put a
plan up for the community to determine, they made their decision,
now we go back to the drawing
board and create another plan.
Ideally to put up for election as
soon as possible.”
In an email message to the
district last week, Pitsch urged
patrons to keep dedication to
students and outcomes in mind as
they move forward. “It is okay, as
family members, not to agree on
everything. I am genuinely grateful for the election process and
the opportunity to understand
more fully the wants and needs of
the Charger Nation members.”
At its meeting on Monday
night, the board discussed the
future of the school and whether
or not consolidation is the best
move forward. They discussed the
danger of eliminating programs
and other financial challenges facing the district.
The board did consider that if
it intends to put another bond option in front of voters, it would be
ideal to do it in April so they can
approach the 2023-24 school year
with information from the results.

Football ends season at Conway Springs
Jacob Meseke | editor in chief
The Chargers ended the
season in the sectional championship to Conway Springs,
39-14, finishing with a record
of 9-2.
Football made a lot of history this season. WHS won
its first ever regional championship and won its district
for the first time since 2013.
Nine wins ties the 1978
team for the most in school
history.
Rutledge expressed his
pride in the team’s accomplishments in a Facebook
post after the game.
“I cannot even put into
words how much pride and
how much love I have for this
team. THEY made history,
THEY changed the culture,
and THEY rose to the challenge week after week.”
“While all of our players
contributed to the turnaround, I want to highlight
our seniors. They went
from 1-8 as freshmen to 9-2
in their final season. That
doesn’t happen if they don’t
believe and don’t do everything the right way to get
to where we did,” Rutledge
wrote.
The Chargers will lose
seven seniors, Logan Clark,
Eli Oliver, Bryton Reves,
Lanson Parry, Ryan Schutter, Maverick Havenstein and
Jacob Meseke.
Junior quarterback Wyatt
Wurtz threw for over 1247
yards and ran for a team leading 579 yards. Wurtz scored
29 touchdowns in addition to
five interceptions on defense.
Junior Zach Frank rushed
for 482 yards and nine touchdowns. Frank played in only
seven games after suffering a
hip injury.
Senior Logan Clark led the
team in receiving with 543
yards and had 6 touchdowns.
“This season meant a lot

Baylie Tharman | staff writer

Assistant coach Trevor Keller talks to junior Wyatt Wurtz Friday during the
Charger’s 39-14 loss to Conway Springs. Wurtz led the team on offense with
29 total touchdowns in the season. Photo by Payton Wurtz.
for me. From going 1-8 to 9-2
it’s amazing knowing that I
was a part of the change for
Wabaunsee football and all
the history that was made,”
Clark said.
Senior Eli Oliver’s season
ended early with a broken
ankle in the first round of the
playoffs, but Oliver still managed to have 403 yards and 7
touchdowns.
Junior Tate Deever led the
team in tackles with 74 and
senior Bryton Reves was right
behind with 70.
Sophomore Jude Meseke
led the team with 22.5 tackles for loss and nine sacks.
Senior Maverick Havenstein

had 12.5 tackles for loss and
six sacks. Senior Ryan Schutter had six sacks as well.
Freshmen Cole Frank and
Brody Droegemeier played
solid roles in their first
year. Frank rushed for 225
yards and two touchdowns.
Droegemeier led the team in
pancakes with 17.
Rutledge looks to keep
improving for next year.
“To the rest of the 2022
team: now you know how
high we can climb. Let’s
make 2023 a special season
and continue to carry that
standard of excellence higher
and higher. I LOVE THIS
TEAM!”

The Wabaunsee cheer
squad will be competing
at state for the first time
Saturday.
A squad of 12 cheerleaders will compete in Game
Day Cheer, which includes
three categories: band chant,
crowd leading and fight
song. WHS competes with
12 other 2A schools. All
other classes will compete at
the same location.
Senior Danielle Murphy
feels good, yet nervous. “I’m
nervous about the outcome
and seeing how good other
teams are.”
Junior Alexus Ford is
excited to compete in her
first state cheer competition.
“I’m excited to see how our
first experience goes and
show the judges how hard
we worked this year. I think
our strongest strength will
be the cheer performance.”
Coach Cheryl Lewis has
a lot of faith in the team.
“They seem to come through
when they need to,” Lewis
said.
The biggest challenge is
getting enough time to practice. “Since everyone on the
team is very involved with
other teams and clubs, it’s
hard to find time to practice,” Lewis said.
Prelims start at 9:05
Saturday at the Stormont
Vail Event Center in Topeka.
Band chant is first, followed
by Fight Song at 10:35 and
Crowd leading at 12:09
Digital tickets: K-12
$12.25, adults are $17.25.
Walk up tickets for Pre-K
and younger are free, K-12
are $11 and adults are $16.
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Tattoos an opportunity for
self-expression, artistry

Danielle Murphy | social media editor

Tattoos are a great way for
people to express themselves.
Tattoos have been around
for thousands of years. They
have grown more in popularity in more recent years. I have
always been interested in this
form of body art. I have recently gotten three tattoos in the
last four months. I have one on
my ankle, forearm, and collarbone. Tattoos have a stigma
that often comes toward them
with jobs. Some believe it gives
a bad reputation, but some
also believe it gives a new way
of self-expression. I believe it
allows a form of expression
and self-recognition.
My tattoos consist of a paw
print, sunflower, and handwriting. My first tattoo was the
paw print with a watercolor
splash. I got it at Looking
Glass Tattoo & Gallery. Before
I went to get my tattoo I got
a stamp pad and got my dog's
paw print. I got it not too long
after my 18th birthday. My
second I got a sunflower on
my forearm, this time I did a
walk-in at Fine Line Tattoo and
Piercing.
I went with my cousin
Justice Houston. We wanted
to get tattoos together before
she left to go back to Wichita
for College. We both got our
favorite flowers, hers being
a rose and she put it right
behind her ear. Third, I got my
great grandma's handwriting
on my collarbone. I did another
walk-in. I had been planning to
get something of hers tattooed
on me, whether it was her favorite things combined or the
handwriting. The day before I
went to get my tattoo I went

over to her house and had her
write three different things
down to pick from.
Out of the three tattoos I
got, the paw print took the
longest. Though, my other two
are just fine lines. Each tattoo
of mine does have a meaning
and they turned out amazing.
There are several students
and teachers who have tattoos.
On their forearms, shoulders,
backs, etc.
The earliest evidence of
tattoos dates back to around
5,000 BCE or older. Tattoo’s
initially were set as cultural
practice, as distinguishing
individuals in a group. Tattoos
began off as symbols, tribal
acceptance, religious, mark of
status and many other factors.
Tattoos began because of scaring, whilst trying to cover or
they got stained.
Tattoos had a tumultuous
history. They could identify
criminals, people were members in which they required
respect. The practice of getting
tattoos today still reflects those
traditions.
Some advice for those who
want tattoos. I first would
consider getting a tattoo that
is meaningful to you. Don’t
make it something you’ll regret
10 years from now, make it
something that will allow you
to reflect on a good memory.
Also think about where you’d
like to get it placed and how
big you’d like your tattoo to
get. Best way to think about
how big and where to put your
tattoo could be based on your
pain tolerance. Some parts of
the body are more sensitive
than others, especially parts
where there is more bone.
If you plan to get a tattoo,
do some research and see what
you like and see what has lots
of meaning to you. Don’t judge
anyone on their tattoos, they
may mean a lot to a person.
It expresses a person, and it’s
their way of communicating in
a form of art.

Danielle’s tattoos

Above: The tattoo on Danielle’s shoulder is her greatgrandmas handwriting. “I had went to her house the day
before I got the tattoo, to have her write three different
things down,” Danielle said, “I chose this one because it
was unique.” Left: This tattoo on Danielle’s wrist shows
her favorite flower. She got it with her cousin Justice
Houston before she left for college. “We both got our
favorite tattoos, it’s kind of matching in a way,” Justice
said. Middle: Danielle got the watercolor paw print on her
ankle as her first tattoo. She used a stamp to get her dogs
paw print onto paper. The tattoo took around two hours to
complete.

Wabaunsee staff and student tattoos

Left: Jess Rutledge’s tattoo of Saint Michael the archangel casting Satan out of
Paradise. It took 6 hours to complete! “The meaning of this tattoo, to me, is that
no matter our struggles in life, we can always cast out our demons and overcome
them!” Rutledge said. Rutledge has five tattoos total currently.
Middle: Christian Ulsaker’s tattoo depicts the three crosses on Calvary Hill. The
middle cross represents Jesus dying for our sins. The two crosses on either side
represent the choices we have in life. The man who accepted Jesus as his savior
was granted eternal life in heaven. The man who did not, granted eternal life in hell.
Bible Verse: Luke 23:32-49. Right: Sierra Page has a flower on her bicep which is a
zinnia. “The zinnia represents perseverance, and it is one of my favorite flowers.”

Top Left: Brianna Guinn’s three tattoos located on her back. Top Right: Senior Jazlyn
Posch’s tattoo on her forearm shows her grandmas favorite flower before she passed and
red was her favorite color. “The text on the stem was what she always used to say after
she sent us a message on the phone like a little sign off,” Posch said. Far Left: Kwinton
Willier’s tattoo is of a cross made out of nails and has Jer.29:11 a bible verse. The Bible
verse means that god has your life planned out. This is the first verse that shot out at me in
church. Middle: Jessica Imthurn’s tattoo shows a four leaf clover outside of her right ankle.
“This signifies when I was younger I was obsessed with Care Bears and my favorite one was
the Good Luck Care Bear. And A Care bear would not look to good on a 90 something year
old Lady so I went with the four leaf clover,” Imthurn said.

Lance Fuller’s
tattoos
“Everything’s
Lovely”/”HRF
5-9-11”(Harold Rockford
Fuller) on
left & right
biceps. “That
is in honor of
my Grandpa
Fuller. Every
time he would
be asked
‘how’s things
or how are
you doing’,
his response
would be
‘Everything’s
Lovely’. So
when he
passed, I got
that phrase
along with the
date in which
he died,”
Fuller said.

