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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R

Heather Baker | staff writer

The USD 329 school 
board discussed several is-
sues related to the upcoming 
bond vote at its October 10 
meeting in Maple Hill.

There was an update on 
the USD 329 bond issue, 
and a presentation by Jeanne 
Parry on behalf of the Politi-
cal Action Committee. “We 
are already good, but with 
this bond and the consoli-
dation of the buildings and 
saving upwards of $500,000 
a year, we could be great,” 
Parry said.

If the bond passes, the 
MHES and WJHS buildings 
will go up for auction, and 
the park by the MHES will 
hopefully be turned over 
to the city and continue to 
be maintained by them as 
needed. 

The board was updated 
on the Paxico Middle School 
Building. There will be a 
live auction on November 
15 Crossroads Real Estate 
& Auction, LLC. The open 
house will be on 1-3 p.m. 
October 30.

Donald Westhoff peti-
tioned to buy a piece of land 
currently owned and used 
by the school. His plan is to 
build a sporting goods store 
where the buses are cur-
rently parked.

The board approved sev-
eral fundraisers, including 
FCCLA donut sales/jersey 
auction, the Fitness Club 
Lift-A-Thon, the National 
Honor Society chili feed and 
snacks/beverages sold from 
Sierra Page’s classroom, 
the Elementary PE Skate-
A-Thon, the journalism/
student Council chocolate 
sales and the Booster Club’s 
sign sales.

The Elementary principal 
report included information 
on a book club and Lego 
club at Alma Elementary.

The field trip to Fort Hays 
State was approved, as was 
the FCCLA Knowledge Bowl 
field trip to the semifinals in 
Columbus, Ohio.

USD 329 was nominated 
for the 2022 Kansas Can Star 
Recognition Award, which 
recognizes schools in Kansas 
that stand out.

There were four new 
staff additions to USD 329. 
Mason Bosworth as substi-
tute teacher, LeeAlan Mock 
as facilities support team 
member, Cheryl Lewis as 
HS assistant softball coach 
and Kelsey Posch as JH 
Librarian/Media Tech. Chase 
Nelson resigned as assistant 
baseball coach.

The board’s next meeting 
will be November 14.

329 Board 
discusses 
plans for 
buildings

WURTZ SWEEPS REGULAR SEASON 
AS XC PREPARES FOR REGIONALS

Sophomore Payton Wurtz 
picked up her second League 
Championship and a personal 
record Thursday at the Mid-
East League meet at Silver 
Lake, winning the high school 
Girls 5k by more than 1 min-
ute. 

Senior Rebekah Stuhlsatz 
ran in her last MEL race and 
finished 2nd. 

The girls finished third as 
a team, moving their season 
record to 27-15. The boys fin-
ished 5th.

“While we were shooting for 
higher team places, our girls 
were just 7 points off winning 
the meet and our boys were 
just 9 points off 3rd,” coach 
Roger Alderman said. “Despite 
very windy conditions, we had 
11 season best times out of 13 
runners and the other 2 were 
just within 5 seconds of their 
season bests. This is exactly 
what we were hoping for at this 
time of the year.”

Wurtz earned her seventh 
first-place finish of the season. 
“I’m so proud of my team this 
season and how far we’ve come 
since the first meet. It's always 
scary coming off of a successful 
season like last year, because 
I set goals for myself and plan 
on meeting them,” Wurtz said. 
“Sometimes it can feel like 
you're never going to meet the 
goals you set, but you have 

to push past what you think 
you can do. To be completely 
honest, I wasn’t expecting to 
PR this year since we weren’t 
running at Victoria. So Thurs-
day was definitely a big win in 
more than one way.”

The Chargers host Regional 
Cross Country Saturday. 

Coach Alderman is opti-
mistic about the girls chances 
to advance. “The top 3 teams 
go to State and the girls are 
probably considered one of the 
top 3 in the Regional by most 
coaches, along with Sacred 
Heart and Oskaloosa.  But we'll 
still need to run well because 
there are some other teams like 
Bennington and Pleasant Ridge 
that will be ready to challenge 
us if we don't run well,” Alder-
man said.

“The Boys will have an up-
hill battle to get in.  But we ran 
really well at league and could 
make another big jump to get 
in the hunt at Regionals. I feel 
good about how both squads 
are running and we just need to 
keep them healthy and moving 
in the right direction.”

Admission is free and com-
munity members are welcome 
to come watch the races. The 
girls race is at 10 a.m. and 
the boys at 10:40. The top 10 
individual runners will advance 
to state, along with the top 3 
teams. State will be held at the 
Wamego Golf Course. 

FOOTBALL WINS DISTRICT TITLE
Football traveled to Valley 

Heights Friday. The Chargers 
defeated the Valley Heights 
Mustangs Friday 56-8, securing 
a district championship and a 
top seed for the postseason.

The Chargers started off 
with a 26-0 lead at halftime. 
In th third quarter the Charger 
offense exploded for 30 points. 
Valley Heights’ only score came 
late in the fourth quarter. 

Junior Wyatt Wurtz threw 
for 271 yards and two touch-
downs. Wurtz also ran for 
another touchdown. Senior Eli 
Oliver had 127 receiving yards 
and two touchdowns. Junior 
Zach Frank ran for 115 yards 
and three touchdowns.

The Chargers will face Hor-
ton at home Friday for senior 
night and will start the post-
season at home the following 
week. At 6-1, the team looks 
for a postseason win for a third 
straight year, and hopes to win 
multiple playoff games for the 
first time in school history.

ANNIE WRIGHT GETS 1,000 CAREER 
ASSISTS

Senior Annie Wright got 
1,000 career assists at the 
Onaga Tournament. “It’s quite 
an accomplishment if you think 
about it. She was splitting up 
her assists running a 6-2 sys-
tem her sophomore and junior 
year and she was hurt for well  
over half of her junior year,” 

coach Chris Smart said. “This 
year we are running a 5-1 sys-
tem so she is able to get most 
of the assists this year but to 
accrue that many assists during 
her sophomore and junior year 
to have a chance to get to 1000 
assists says a lot about her set-
ting skills.”

The volleyball team played 
last week against Rossville, 
going 0-2 (17-25, 13-25 in the 
first match, 16-25, 10-25 in the 
second).

The team faced Rural Vista 
at home Thursday for its an-
nual Pink Out, winning both 
matches 25-22, 25-18, and 25-
19, 25-19.

The home match Tuesday 
against Riley County ended the 
regular season. Seniors Annie 
Wright, Paxton Meyer, Hadlee 
Diepenbrock and Lexi Barnes 
played for the last time at 
WHS. Diepenbrock said she’s 
definitely not ready for the 
season to come to an end. “I 
feel old. I’m honestly shocked 
that the season is coming to 
an end. It seems like we didn’t 
even have a freshman season. 
It’s gone by way too fast.”

The volleyball team will 
play at St.Mary’s Saturday for 
substate. “I think we will do 
alright. I don’t know how we 
will do since we are in a pretty 
hard sub-state. All we can do is 
just try our best,” Diepenbrock 
said. 

WHS competes in 
1st chess tourney
AJ Grutsch, Heather Baker | editor in 
chief, staff writer

After two years of intramural 
WHS chess tournaments, WHS 
chess wizards finally had the 
chance to compete. 

This chess club, currently 
in its first year, was proposed 
by students at the end of last 
year’s chess tournament which 
got the ball rolling for over 20 
students to sign up this year. 

After sponsor Jason Miller 
received board approval, super-
intendent Troy Pitch donated 
several chess boards for the 
students to use. Pitch was also 
the chess club sponsor at his 
previous school. 

The Chess Club has already 
had several meetings discuss-
ing tournament rules and how 
the pieces move in the game. 
For several new recruits, this 
is the first time they’ve been 
taught how to play chess. 

So far there are 27 students 
in the chess club. Eli Oliver, 
Robert Potter and AJ Grutsch 
are all presidents of club, form-
ing a triumvirate. 

The club got a taste of com-
petition Saturday and Wash-
burn Rural. Robert Potter, AJ 

Grutsch, Matthew Vanstory, 
Shawn Moser, Heather Baker, 
James Poulter, Rhett Parry and 
Payton Wurtz competed. There 
is no separation of varsity or 
JV, and a point is awarded for 
every match won. 

Only the top four competi-
tors are counted for the team’s 
overall score giving Wabaunsee 
a total of 8 points putting WHS 
in 6th place out of 8 teams. 
The tournament was open to 
all ages, including kindergar-
ten, which made every match 
a gamble. “I didn’t expect the 
amount of younger kids that 

played with the high schoolers 
and I didn’t expect the amount 
of kids who knew how to play 
so strategically,” Vanstory said. 

This being Wabaunsee’s first 
tournament, lots of students 
didn’t know what to expect. 
Things like writing down what 
moves were made and using 
a clock were new. “The Chess 
Tournament was a great learn-
ing experience for our team and 
I expect to do better at the next 
one,” Moser said. 

Miller said he wants the 
chess club to be fun, but com-
petitive. “I’d like to win the 

state tour-
nament,” 
he said. 
This year’s 
state 
tourna-
ment is on 
March 11. 
The chess 
season 
runs from 
October 
to March. 
“You 
don’t even have to be in the 
club to go to the competi-
tions,” Miller said. 

CHECK MATESMATES

Wurtz earns MEL title; Football secures district title

Matthew Vanstory and other WHS students compete at the Washburn Rural chess tournament Saturday. Vanstory went 0-6. 
“My main problem is that I overthink things,” he said. Below is the scoresheet from one of Vanstory’s matches. 
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FCCLA KNOWLEDGE BOWL TO COM-
PETE FOR A SPOT AT NATIONALS

The Knowledge Bowl team 
is in the Top 40 in the nation 
and will compete for a spot at 
nationals. The team consists of 
seniors Annie Wright, Olivia 
Mayer and Jacob Meseke, junior 
Abby Wallin and sophomore 
Grady Perrin. 

Knowledge Bowl competi-
tions include questions related 
to Family and Consumer Sci-
ence classes.

The team will compete in 
Columbus, Ohio November 
11-13. 

FCCLA attended the District 
D Fall Leadership Conference 
on October 5. Seniors Jacob 
Meseke and Olivia Mayer 
presented their Career Connec-
tions workshop. Meseke and 
Mayer will be going to Ton-
ganoxie and Valley Falls in the 
coming weeks to present the 
workshop. FCCLA just finished 
selling donuts to raise funds for 
District STAR Events, which 
will be presented February 1. 

STUCO TO HOST INAUGURAL FALL 
FESTIVAL

WHS Student Council will 
be hosting a Fall Festival Octo-
ber 26th, during 2nd through 
4th hour. 

Activities include crafts, 
games, food, trunk or treat, 
face painting, contests and 
prizes. The crafts and activi-
ties, which will last most of the 
morning, were decided by a 
committee made up of student 
council members. 

The festival will also include 
a costume contest, where stu-
dents and faculty are welcome 
to dress up all day. The awards 
for the contest include best-
themed as a group, spookiest, 
most original and best effort. 
The winner of each category 
will receive a prize.

The Trunk or Treat contest 
will also be making an ap-
pearance. The students and 
faculty have twenty minutes to 
decorate their trunks follow-
ing the category they chose, 
once the time is up they will 
be judged. The categories are 
Charger pride, spookiest and 
best theme. 

The booster club will pro-

vide lunch to the students and 
faculty.

There will also be a golden 
pumpkin hidden somewhere in 
the school or outside where ac-
tivities will be taking place. The 
winner will be rewarded $20. 

Stuco is also sponsoring 
a door decoration contest. 
Adviser Bases can decorate 
their doors by October 21. The 
winning AB will receive a pizza 
party. 

FFA WINS LIVESTOCK JUDGING

FFA attended a livestock 
judging contest in McPherson 
on September 23. The team 
placed first with sophomore 
Dalton Debler placing 3rd in 
hogs and 2nd high individual. 
Freshman Reese Michaelis was 
9th high individual as well.

The club attended a Green-
hand conference at Prairie View 
High School September 21. 
Students attended workshops 
and competed in a competition 
that showcases their knowl-
edge on FFA. Out of 600 com-
petitors, four WHS students 
placed in the top 20. Karsyn 
Shoffner placed 8th and Wyatt 
Ghert, Kendra Conrad and Re-

ese Michaelis finished 20th. 
The club is selling fruit, so 

find an FFA member and buy 
some fruit, cookies and other 
quality food. 

FITNESS CLUB TO PRESENT HAUNT-
ED HOUSE

The fitness club is hosting 
a haunted house October 20 
6-8:30pm in the visitors locker 
room of the old gym. The cost 
is $5 per person

KAY TO HOST MOVIE NIGHT DURING 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

The KAY club is hosting a 
movie night at 5 p.m., October 
24 in Hull’s room. The club 
will be showing “Charlie Brown 
the Great Pumpkin,” and if 
time allows they will show 
“Hocus Pocus.” 

Students 12 and under 
will get in free, and anyone 
older can get in with one dollar 
admission or canned food. Stu-
dents are asked to bring snacks 
and blankets to cozy up, as 
parents attend parent-teacher 
conferences. 
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Club Briefs | Groups attend conferences, plan fundraisers, activities

Jenna Donaldson | staff writer

Tired of people being fake 
on social media? You need to 
BeReal!

BeReal is a photo sharing 
app that allows users to post 
once a day. Every day at a ran-
dom time, user get a notifica-
tion: “It’s time to be real.” Ev-
eryone takes a photo using the 
front and back camera within 
2 minutes. Post in time to 
discover what your friends are 
up to. If you post after those 2 
minutes, it is marked as late.

The French social media 
app was released in 2020 and 
developed by Alexis Bar-
reyat. After a couple of years, 
it gained popularity rapidly in 
early and mid-2022. As of the 
beginning of October, more 
than 53 million users have 
downloaded the app, according 
to TechCrunch.

One of the main selling 
points of the app is that there 
are no filters or stickers — it 
is meant to be real life. Since 
it's only 2 minutes once a day, 
users don’t spend hours on the 
app. Once friends post, us-
ers can react with a picture of 
themselves rather than tapping 
a like button. Different facial 
expressions are available for 
responses.

More than half of the WHS 
student body is currently using 
the app.

Sophomore Harley Rid-
der has used BeReal for about 
three months. She enjoys hav-

ing the app, “I can see what my 
friends are posting, and I like 
seeing what they’re up to. One 
thing that separates BeReal 
from other social media apps 
is the countdown before taking 
a picture. “You have to show 
people what you're doing at an 
exact time.”

Junior Zach Frank down-
loaded the app in early August. 
He likes it because it captures 
your face on one side and what 
you're looking at on the other 
in one picture. “I don’t like 
that I get so many notifications 
of other people posting.” He 
thinks BeReal is pretty similar 
to other apps since you are 
taking pictures just like other 
social media.

Sophomore Rhett Parry 
joined the trend at the end of 
August. He likes it because 
“It is very different, you are 
showing everyone what you’re 
doing and it’s a good way to 
stay connected.” He doesn’t 
like how sometimes it will be 
time to post late at night when 
he’s already asleep. “It’s differ-
ent because you see everyone’s 
posts at the same time, un-
like Snapchat,” Parry said. He 
thinks the app's meaning is to 
show everyone how to be real 
and so everyone can see what 
you are doing at that exact 
moment.

Only time will tell if BeReal 
has staying power, or if it be-
comes a trend like many social 
apps (R.I.P. Vine).

ITS TIME TO BeReal
Social media app gains popularity at WHS


