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Horror films
not just for
Halloween

Jenna Donaldson | staff writer
Most of the times my family
and I have a movie night, we
pick a horror movie.
My brother and I are more
into them than the rest of my
family, but they tolerate it.
My love of horror started
when I was young. I started out
watching the Goosebumps television series with my brother
when I was little. I thought
it was scary at the time, but
it’s clearly for kids. Still, the
small taste of scariness got me
hooked.
One of my first real horror
movies was “Hush.” It was in
middle school, and I watched
it with my friends Allyson,
Rebekah and Paxton. It’s about
a deaf girl who lives alone in
the woods. A stranger shows
up to torture her and she has
to fight for her life. I loved how
realistic it felt, even though it
convinced me I never want to
live alone in the woods.
I loved it so much that I
watched it four times.
That was the start of my
horror movie obsession. I can
still never watch them alone.
I always need friends to watch
with me. Although lots of
people enjoy horror around
Halloween, It doesn’t matter
the time of year for me — I'm
always watching scary movies.
One potentially boring thing
about horror movies is that
some have the same plot, so
you already know what’s going
to happen. That doesn’t bother
me. I like seeing references
to other movies, or revisiting
universes like “The Conjuring”
over and over.
For those who don’t enjoy
watching horror movies, have
your friends join you. I’ve seen
horror movies in the theater,
but I definitely prefer to watch
them at home. Being in my
own space takes the edge off of
the horror a little bit.
I enjoy getting scared because it keeps me entertained.
Jump scares and suspense keep
me emotionally connected to
the film. Other types of movies
can just be boring.
My favorites include “Us,”
“The Meg,” “A Quiet Place,”
“The Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” and “Lights Out.” Right
now my brother and I are rewatching “The Walking Dead.”
So while there are a few days
left in October, make some
popcorn, get some blankets,
turn all the lights off and snuggle up for the scariest movie
you can find.

RUNNING UP THAT HILL

Girls cross country
2nd at regionals,
Wurtz, Stuhlsatz
finish 1st and 4th
AJ Grutsch | editor in chief

Girls cross country is headed back to state after finishing
second at regionals Saturday in
Alma.
The tough home course
was a little tougher because of
the weather. “A strong south
wind really slowed times for
all teams, but I thought we
handled it better than most,”
coach Roger Alderman said.
Sophomore Payton Wurtz
won her eighth race of the year
with a time of 21:00.
Wurtz, who finished 2nd at
state last year, has high hopes
of bringing home a trophy.
“I’m really excited to get out
there and see what we can do,”
Wurtz said.
Senior Rebekah Stuhlsatz
finished 4th with a time of
22:18. Stuhlsatz has qualified
for state all four years of her
high school career and if she
places she will have been the

only girl in WHS history to
place at state all four years.
Other runner were Jenna
Donaldson, 17th (24:46),
Isabelle Stuhlsatz, 23rd
(25:50), Sophia Castillo, 26th
(26:24), and Sienna Jones
35th (28:10).
The team finished second,
losing only to Sacred Heart.
Coach Roger Alderman said
the team outperformed expectations heading into the
meet. “Based on season best
times from all entries, our
girls should have finished 3rd,
about 25 points off of 2nd and
only 14 points ahead of 4th
place. Instead we finished in
2nd and were 40 points ahead
of 3rd place.”
The girls qualified as a
team for the third time in four
years. They finished sixth last
season. They enter state with
a season record of 34-16.
“I am ready to run so hard
that I won’t be able to walk
afterwards. I’m ready to show Sophomore Payton Wurtz runs at regional cross country Saturday in Alma. Wurtz
people up and prove that our
finished 1st with a time of 21:00. The team finished second, qualifying for state
team is amazing and should be Saturday in Wamego. Photo by Baylie Tharman.
feared,” Stuhlsatz said.
was the top finisher at 18th
Shawn Moser, 66th (23:57),
They compete at 11:10 a.m.
(20:44).
and Brandyn Glotzbach, 72nd
Saturday at Wamego Country
Other runners were Mat(24:55).
Club.
thew Vanstory, 30th (21:28),
The team graduates seniors
The boys season ended
James Poulter, 41st, (22:07),
AJ Grutsch and Robert Potter.
with a seventh place team
AJ Grutsch, 57th (23:15),
finish. Sophomore Rhett Parry

Students, staff discuss need for bond
Heather Baker, Sophia Castillo |
staff writers

There are a lot of mixed
opinions in the community
about the upcoming bond election. But among students and
staff, most agree that the current state of the buildings is
unacceptable.
The Charger asked several
students and teachers about
their priorities if the bond
passes.
Math teacher Roger Alderman said the state of the buildings call for renovation and
rebuilding. “Although it (the
school) looks pretty on the outside there are a lot of problems
inside.”
In just the high school
buildings, there are issues from
leaky roofs to serious safety
concerns. “It’d be nice to have
a way to shut off the gas outside of my classroom,” science
teacher Lisa Hull said, “and I’m
pretty sure only Mrs. Miller and
I know how to shut it off in the
classroom, so if there was a fire
and one of us was gone, we’d
be out of luck.”
Art teacher Brianna Guinn
shared her own experience
with a bond in another community. “At Tonganoxie, they had
a bond fail. They had to bring
in two double-wide trailers to
teach their kids. The school
was built when the community was tiny, and it’s not tiny
anymore. Eventually, they did
get a bond to pass. They had
to rebuild the elementary,

For information on the bond, visit
usd329.com or attend the next informational meeting, 6 p.m. Thursday at
the McFarland Senior Center.
middle school, and high school.
But now, it’s the pride of the
town. People can drive past it
and be proud of their nice new
school.”
Guinn supports the USD 329
bond. “It’s a common problem across the state. Nobody
wants their taxes raised, but
the longer we wait, the higher
they’ll get.” She also referred to
this bond issue and USD 329
in general as a leaky roof. “Do
we want to wait until we fix the
whole roof, or fix it before it
gets that bad?”
In ag science teacher Danny
Davis’ building there are some
definite renovations to be
made. The roof leaks and his
bathroom needs to be redone.
Davis also hopes to get better
welding stations, indoor metal
storage, bigger and more secure
tool storage, a bigger classroom
with an updated look and more
electrical outlets.
He also voiced that “The
first thing you walk in should
be the classroom, not the shop.
If someone wants to talk to me
they shouldn’t have to walk
through the shop to get to my
classroom.” Students walking
through the shop is a safety
concern because other students
could be welding or working
with other dangerous tools.
While academics are the primary focus, activities could also

benefit from facility updates.
“It’d be nice to have a place to
practice wrestling,” assistant
wrestling coach Jason Miller
said. “There’s not enough room
in my classroom to train twenty
plus boys and girls to wrestle.”
Another benefit of the bond
would be the addition of locker
rooms near the football field.
“We have nowhere to meet
before games or at half,” coach
Jess Rutledge said. “We can’t
store equipment and the team
has to use the same bathroom
as the fans. We have no way
to get out of weather as it
gets colder, and after games,
players have to walk through
traffic after dark to get back to
the high school.” The locker
rooms would also benefit cross
country and track as it would
provide a secure space near
practices.
While some of these issues
aren’t directly addressed in
the bond, the school board has
discussed the possibility that
they might be fixed with money
saved from having all of the
students in one location.
Juniors Alexus Ford and Kadence Guinn voiced support for
the bond. “It would be a good
step forward for the next generation. Even if nothing is done
while we’re in highschool.”
Senior Olivia Mayer shared
a similar viewpoint. “I plan on
staying in the area after high
school, so it’d be nice for my
future kids to have a safe and
high-quality learning environment.”

Letter to the
editor | SEL
presentation
uninformative
Dear Editor,
I attended the October 18th presentation of
Linda Highland on “Social
Emotional Learning and
Parental Rights” to learn
more about current critical issues in today’s educational world. I did not.
What I heard was fear
of the present, a distrust
and attack on Federal,
State and local educators,
and a longing to return to
an “ideal” past.
The presentation was
also attended by several
of your teachers and superintendent. They were
offended by the presenter’s innuendos of educators' hidden, destructive
agendas. I was impressed
with your superintendent
and teachers clearly articulating school policies
while advocating for student and parent’s rights.
They were spectacular.
Wabaunsee students
and parents should be
proud of your dedicated
teachers, impressive
school leadership and fine
public school.
— Martin Jacobson
Send letters to the editor to
whscharger@gmail.com.
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Charger U | Recent WHS graduates compete

SPORTS BRIEFS
Football ends
regular season
with win

is time management. With
everything going on it can be
hard to have motivation to do
your school work by the end
of the day, but if you manage
your time well you can get it all
done.”
Lauren: “The biggest challenge is definitely the mental
side of the game. There are
days where you won’t feel it
at all, but you’ve got to push
through it to get better. You
have to learn to love and embrace the challenges.”

Jacob Meseke | editor in chief

There are many WHS
graduates who are doing great
things. This week we highlight
three college athletes from
the class of 2022: Cade Oliver
(Washburn), Kara Hafenstine
(Ottawa) and Lauren Schutter
(Michigan State).
What is your position and status on
the team?
Cade: “I am redshirting this
year.”
Kara: “For softball we are in
fall season right now so everyone is getting to show their
skills at the positions they are
going for. So I’ve got to play at
3rd, 2nd, and shortstop in all of
our games.”
Lauren: “I’m currently on
the roster to play, but I have
been medically ineligible due
to spraining my thumb three
times. As of now, I’m medically
eligible and am the first middle
blocker off the bench.”

What do you like about being a college athlete so far?

A photo from the Michigan State Volleyball Twitter shows Schutter entering the
stadium before a match on October 6. They compete Sunday at Michigan.

What is it like being a college
athlete?
Cade: “Being a college
athlete is a lot like high school
, however you don’t have
someone telling you what to
do 24/7. You are a lot more on
your own and make your own
decisions.”
Kara: “Being a college athlete is definitely a lot of work,
but a lot of fun too!”
Lauren: “It shapes your
entire schedule basically you’re
either practicing, playing, lifting, recovering or doing homework/study hall. We get one
day off a week and we’re back
at it again!”
What has been the main difference
between high school and college?
Cade: “The biggest difference between high school and
college football wise is definitely the speed of the game.
When you aren’t used to it it
can feel like everything is going
100 MPH at first.”
Kara: “With classes you
have a lot more free time, but

Cade: “I like the freedom
you are given and just all of
the competition everyday at
practice.”
Kara: “My favorite part
about being a college athlete
is all the friends I have made
through softball. You spend
almost all of your team and are
able to form really good bonds
with everyone that way.”
Lauren: “I love the friendship I’ve gained with my
teammates and other athletes
at Michigan State! I know I’ve
already met some of my best
friends for life.”
What are some goals you have for
this season/career?

A photo from the Ottawa Softball Twitter account shows Hafenstine with her
teammates preparing to compete at the USA Powerlifting Ottawa Challenge
September 24. They compete against Alumni at 10 a.m. Saturday in Ottawa.
normally that’s taken up by all
intensity are much higher.”
of your practices, lifts, meetings, games, etc. if you’re an
What challenges have you faced
athlete. You are also able to
being a college athlete?
take a lot of naps here unlike
high school.”
Cade: “One of the challengLauren: “College sports are
es I’ve had so far is just makessentially a collection of the
ing sure I keep a good balance
best high school athletes in
between my academics and
the world playing against one
football.”
another. So I’d definitely say
Kara: “The main challenge I
the playing level and general
have faced, but learned to adapt

Cade: “My goals for this
year is to just go out and compete everyday at practice and
give 100% effort every rep.”
Kara: “Our team goal is to
win the conference again and
make it to nationals this year.
My personal goal is to just have
fun with my team and enjoy my
time at Ottawa!”
Lauren: “I would love to
earn a starting spot, then earn
Big 10 Freshman of the week!
That’s been a goal of mine
since the summer. The Big 10
is the best collegiate volleyball
conference, so that would be a
huge honor.”
Follow the teams on Twitter: Michigan State Volleyball:
@MSU_Volleyball, Washburn
football: @IchabodFTBL, Ottawa softball: @OttawaBravesSB

Football defeated Horton
Friday, 56-14. The Chargers
enter the playoffs 7-1.
The Chargers scored all
56 points in the first half.
Junior Wyatt Wurtz had 240
total yards and 5 touchdowns. Senior Eli Oliver
doesn’t normally run the
ball, but he had a 49-yard
rushing touchdown in the
first quarter. Oliver also
returned a punt for a touchdown.
Sophomore Jude Meseke
had 5 tackles and 3.5 tackles
for loss.
The Chargers enter the
playoffs as district champions and top overall seed
in the West. They open
the postseason Thursday
at home against 1-7 Belle
Plaine.
If the Chargers advance,
they will play at home
against the winner of Marion
(5-3) and Salina-Sacred
Heart (4-4), who the Chargers defeated earlier this
season.
VOLLEYBALL SEASON ENDS AT
SUBSTATE
Volleyball ended its
season Saturday with a loss
to the top-seed Maranatha
Christian Academy.
The Chargers were able to
win their first-round match
against Cair Paravel in three
sets.
In the second round, the
Chargers dominated the first
set with a 25-16 win.
Maranatha was able to
bounce back though with
two straight wins, 25-21 and
25-17.
Volleyball ended the
season with an 18-20 record,
and missed advancing to
the state tournament for the
first time since 2017.
The Chargers graduate
four seniors: Annie Wright,
Lexi Barnes, Paxton Meyer
and Hadlee Diepenbrock.

National Honor Society inducts 8 members; Grutsch speaks about future
Payton Wurtz | staff writer
Parent Shelley Grutsch told
students they have a bright
future during an address to National Honor Society inductees
at a ceremony Monday night.
Grutsch made a list of all the
things she wishes she would
have known when she was our
age.
“Take time to explore! Job
shadow, talk to people with
careers you are interested in,
find out how they got there,
figure out what you really like
and see what those jobs are
really like. Making connections
— also called networking —
goes a long way toward getting your foot in the door. And
people love it when someone
is interested in what they do,”
Grutsch said
Grutsch’s speech was inspiring and informational for all the

Shelley Grutsch speaks at the NHS
induction October 17. Photos by Dee
Glotzbach.
listeners. She mentioned other
things she wished she knew
including, spending more time

with family (and calling your
mom), not getting so caught
up in a high school break-up
because when you're older
you’ll probably be praising God
you’re not married to your ex,
and student loans/debt.
NHS inducted eight new
members Monday night: juniors Heather Baker, Jackson
Frey, Sophia Castillo, Alexus
Ford, Hannah Sievers, Kaci
Meseke, Karli Meseke and senior Olivia Meyer.
To become a member of
NHS, eligible students are required to fill out an application
form and write an essay on a
topic chosen by The Society.
“The induction ceremony
Monday was a shining moment
for the students here to celebrate their academic success
and achievements,” adviser
Sierra Page said.

2022 NHS inductees: Kaci Meseke, Heather Baker, Jackson Frey, Alexus Ford,
Karli Meseke, Olivia Mayer, Hannah Seivers, Sophia Castillo.

