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THE RTHE ROOOOSS  TERTER
Celebrating All Things Kansas

AJ Grutsch
Scholastic Press Corps

Andy Nichels and his part-
ner in swine “Brother Elroy” 
bring the art of pig racing to 
the Kansas State Fair for a fun 
filled experience for those of 
any age. 

Joe Hendricks gathers their 
most energetic pigs for the 
Kansas fair to race against one 
another for the spectacle that’s 
sure to put a smile on your face. 

These pigs are placed on a 
track and given a certain color 
or number that corresponds 
with a different section of the 
audience. Whichever pig the 
section of the audience shares a 
color with, is the one they cheer 
for in the race. 

The grand prize for the win-
ning pig is a single Oreo and 
some feed placed at the finish 
line. This gives the pigs incen-
tive to finish first. 

With the stakes at an all 
time high for these pigs, the 
crowd roars with excitement 
and anticipation for the gates 
to be opened. 

The hogs are trained to 
handle the pressure, they also 
have a good understanding of 
the course they will be run-
ning. “We’ll have them out on 
the farm and we’ll start them, 
train them, get them used to 
the gates and the hollering, and 
learn what the feed pan is like 
in the race,” Nichels said. 

This entertainment is en-
joyed by those of all ages, often 
inspiring customers to indulge 
in the show’s festivities every 

fair. “We definitely recommend 
pig racing for big kids and little 
kids,” onlooker Sharen Adamek 
said. 

Hedrick’s has a history in 
the entertainment business 
as well as some family ties. 
Hedrick himself and his father 
had started out as rodeo clowns 
until eventually making their 
name in the petting zoo busi-
ness. After that, they evolved 
into pig racing while also keep-
ing their petting zoo. 

Hedrick has been in the pig 
racing business for about 40 
years now and has added a bed 
and breakfast in that time. 

Hedrick’s Promotions is 
centered in Nickerson Kansas 
but travels to other places like 
the Texas State Fair in Dallas 
and events in Springfield Mis-
souri. 

Nichels enjoys the smiles 
on the faces of those attending 
over anything. “It’s just a really 
fun little few minutes of enter-
tainment. The kids love it. And 
you’d be surprised with the 
adults that are back year after 
year and they all enjoy it too. 
It’s a really fun clean experi-
ence,” Nichels said. 

INDY SWINE HUNDRED
Pigs entertain 
crowds with 
intense races

Above: Pigs race their 
way to the finish line 
in hopes of getting to 
the ultimate prize: An 
Oreo cookie. This is the 
first race out of three 
that the pigs run in a 
single session. Photo 
by Danielle Murphy.
Left: Brother Elroy 
hypes up the crowd to 
get excited for some 
good ol’ fashion pig 
racing. Elroy handed 
out pom pom’s to 
members of the crowd 
corresponding to a 
different pig. Photo by 
AJ Grutsch.
Bottom Left: A lone 
piggy never gives up 
and finishes the race 
no matter how little 
the chances are that 
he wins. Pig names 
include: Ms. Piggy, 
Kermit the Hog, Porka-
hontas, Chris B. Bacon, 
Albert Swinestein and 
plenty more. Photo by 
Ava Meinhardt.



2 THE ROOSTER 09.14.2022

THE BEE’S NEEDS
William Graham 

stands to the left of a 
set of three honey-
combs full of bees. 

Bees make honey in 
the top two combs 

and use the bottom 
one to socialize. 

Below Left: Honey 
that has been judged 

sits on a shelf lightest 
to darkest from top 
to bottom.  Lighter 

honey is harvested in 
the spring  and darker 

honey from the fall.
Below Right: A bee 

sits on a sunflower 
outside of the Pride 
of Kansas building. 

Displays in the build-
ing included honey, 
beeswax sculptures 

and honeycombs that 
were judged earlier in 

the week. 
Photos by Danielle 

Murphy.

Heather Baker
 Scholastic Press Corps

Bees are critical in help-
ing ecosystems thrive. KHPA 
works to boost these busy bees.

The Kansas Honey Produc-
ers Association, previously 
known as the The Kansas State 
Beekeepers Association, has 
been selling honey at the 
Kansas State Fair for about 
50 years. People from all over 
Kansas bring their honey prod-
ucts to be judged every year, 
but that’s not the only reason 
KHPA exists.

KHPA was formed in 1911, 
111 years ago. It aims to pro-
mote and educate about good 
beekeeping habits, promote 
honey as a product (and its 
many uses), and give beekeep-
ers a chance to connect with 
one another. “There’s beekeep-
ers around the state and we 
get together and talk about 
the bees, and honey products 
across the state of Kansas,” 
William Graham said. “I’m 

from the Wichita area person-
ally, but we’ve got people all 
the way from Hays to Johnson 
County and up in Kansas City.”  

KHPA has biannual meet-
ings every March and Novem-
ber to share new informa-
tion with other beekeepers. 
Everyone with an interest 
in beekeeping is welcome 
to attend. Their next meet-
ing is November 4th and 5th 
in Salina, Kansas. “I started 
[working with KHPA] with a 
scholarship,” Graham said, “so 

that’s been about ten years, 
and that’s what got me started 
with beekeeping.” 

Honey is pretty popular, 
Graham said, the lightest col-
ored honey was made in early 
spring, and the darkest honey 
was made in the fall. Honey 
isn’t the only thing entered 
into the fair, either. People also 
spend hundreds of hours carv-
ing sculptures out of beeswax 
to enter it into the contest. 

KHPA also works to spread 
awareness about the impor-

tance of honey bees and the 
role they play in our envi-
ronment. “Bees are directly 
involved in about a third of 
everything we eat,” Graham 
mentions. “Large beekeepers 
will take their bees around 
the country and shift them 
between crops.” Next time you 
take a bite of an apple, remem-
ber the small fuzzy workers 
that made it possible.

Beekeepers organization has been helping bees for more than 100 years
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BORN IN THE MOO.S.A.

FUN FACTS
 • The average amount of piglets 
in a litter is eight. However it is 
not uncommon for there to be 
12-14 in a litter. 
• Calves weigh approximately 
60-100 pounds at birth.
• The average gestation period 
for a sheep is about 5 months. 
• Baby chicks are genetically 
equipped to find food and follow 
their own kind. 

Above: A crossbred litter of 17 
piglets lay with their mother in 
the farrowing crate. The farrowing 
crate keeps the Sow from laying on 
her piglets. The piglets were born 
September 10. 
Left: High school student Sienna 
Jones feels for the front and back 
feet of a calf at the palpitation 
station. The palpitation station is 
a model of a pregnant cow. People 
can go through the motions of what 
pregnancy checks are like.
Below Left: Polypay lambs lay with 
their mothers at the Birthing Center. 
One ewe has three lambs and the 
other has two. 
Photos by Ava Meinhardt.

Sophia Castillo  
Scholastic Press Corps

Babies of any species are such 
a beautiful and exciting thing to 
behold. 

The Birthing Center at the Kan-
sas State Fair is a place that people 
of all ages can enjoy. Throughout 
the course of the fair baby animals 
like calves, lambs, and piglets are 
born. The birth of the animals and 
displays like the palpation sta-
tion offer a great opportunity for 
people to learn about the birthing 
process. 

Kansas State veterinary student 
Kaylen Capps helps educate 
people about animals, the birthing 
processes, and also helps with the 
displays. 

“There’s so many good things, 
but I would say the sense of care 
and husbandry that goes into 
taking care of the animals is my 
favorite,” Capps said. She also 
enjoys the community. She loves 
helping make recommendations 
and seeing the joy animals bring 
into people's lives. 

Capps got into agriculture and 
veterinary medicine at a young 
age. “It all started pretty young for 
me, I had family and we always 
had animals. We had a little bit 
of a hobby farm style of things. 
That’s how I kind of got into it.” 

Capps isn’t the only person who 
has been interested in veterinary 
medicine at a young age. Regan 
Beck, age 10, from Republic, Mis-
souri, wants to be a veterinarian 
when she grows up. 

Beck learned how to do 
pregnancy checks on a cow at the 
palpitation station. “I liked feeling 
the head because it was really cool 
so see what it felt like,” she said. 
She also learned a little bit about 
the sheep. 

The Birthing Center provides 
an educational foundation for 
children wanting to go into agri-
culture, as well as an environment 
that people can learn and explore. 

Center displays 
animal birth 
procedures 



WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A LLAMA AND AN ALPACA?
On the left, Kaimana, a Chilean/Bolivian female llama, has longer and different shaped ears than Anuhea, the 
Huacaya alpaca on the right. The llama also appears to have longer, thinner hair. Llamas have longer faces 
whereas an alpaca’s face is more smushed in. In addition, alpacas are more skittish than Llamas.
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SPITTING IMAGES
Ava Meinhardt
Scholastic Press Corps

While fairgoers might find 
pigs, cows, and sheep in a barn, 
Glenna Overmiller brings ani-
mals they may not expect.

It can be very hard to tell 
the difference between alpacas 
and llamas. Glenna Overmiller, 
who helped with the llamas and 
alpacas at the state fair, has an 
easy time telling since she has 
been working with these ani-
mals for 40 years. “Alpacas are 
smaller and have shorter ears, 
and llamas are taller and have 
really long banana shaped ears,” 
Glenna Overmiller said.

In the barn, there were a 
range of clothes made by the 
fibers of the alpacas that were 
created by Overmiller. These 
clothes included socks, gloves, 
and hats. As well as blankets. 

“It kind of started out as a 
hobby but I’ve got more into 
the fiber. We shear them in the 
spring, we process the fiber, 
make yarn and do all sorts of 
stuff with that. I've put a lot of 
time into it,” Overmiller said.

Even though all of her hard 
work has taken a lot of time, 
Overmiller has said that taking 
care of the llamas and alpacas is 
actually easier to manage than 
most people think. 

“They are easy to take care 
of. They don’t have a lot of 
grain, it's just a supplement. 
They forage on grass, and they 
have hay bails out in the feed-
ers. They live to be about 20-25 
years. The only hard part is that 
you don’t know they are sick 
until they are on their death-
bed,” Overmiller said. 

There is still plenty to learn 
about the llama and alpaca spe-
cies. For now, people can rely 
on experts like Overmiller to 
help us understand these won-
derful creatures.

Llama and Alpaca 
exhibit displays 
animals, products

Clothing items made 
by Glenna Overmiller 
from the fiber of the 
alpacas are displayed 
at the fair. Items 
include hats, gloves, 
scarves and socks. 

Right: Bennie, a baby 
Suri alpaca, sits in its 
pen. This was the baby 
of Anuhea, the only 
other alpaca displayed 
at the fair. 
Photos by Danielle 
Murphy.

LEARN ABOUT LLAMAS
• The llama is bred from the wild 
Guanaco, which is still common 
in South America. 
• Llamas were imported to the 
US in the 1970s and were bred 
to pack-carry.
• Llamas can carry up to 200 
pounds for 12 hours a day.
• Llamas don’t bite. They spit 
when agitated. They also neck 
wrestle and kick each other.
ALPACA APPRECIATION
• Alpacas were first brought to 
the US in 1983 .
• Alpacas were domesticated 
more than 6000 years ago.
• Alpacas are often used for 
producing fiber.
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