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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R

Sienna Jones | staff writer

After a run of more than 
30 years, Dave Breiner has 
retired from his position as 
the WHS football announcer. 

Breiner began announc-
ing after previous announcer 
Larry Hubler recommended 
the position to him. Since his 
children were in high school 
at the time, Breiner took the 
position. 

Breiner described the im-
portance of a good announc-
er and what the job entails. 
“Talking at an understand-
able pace and describing 
what’s happening between 
plays,” Breiner said. He said 
illustrating what’s happen-
ing on the field is the most 
important job an announcer 
has. 

Besides the logistics of the 
game, having fun and enjoy-
ing every game is just as 
important. “Over the many 
years I’ve been announcing, 
the highlight of each season 
is the energy on and off the 
football field,” Breiner said.

The new voice of the 
Chargers is Kevin Griffith. 
After helping out for a couple 
years, Griffith decided to take 
the position full time.

Griffith has been announc-
ing since his sophomore year 
in high school, or roughly 
16 years. He studied radio 
broadcasting while in college, 
after which Griffith began 
announcing at K-State for 
volleyball, soccer and base-
ball. He has also done radio 
play-by-play for high school 
sports across the state. 

Griffith began at Wabaun-
see a few years ago. “When 
I was asked to help out here, 
of course I said yes, always 

willing to help out, espe-
cially for our community,” he 
said. As Griffith is currently 
announcing for football, he 
explained good qualities an-
nouncers must have. “Having 
good rhythm I’d say, pronun-
ciation helps of course, and 
an upbeat energy.” 

You can hear Griffith 
announce for the Chargers 
again Friday, September 23 
against Smith Center. 

Fans hoping to hear Brein-
er one more time will have 
an opportunity in October, 
when Wabaunsee hosts state 
tennis in Topeka.

Breiner retires as voice of the Chargers

Ava Meinhardt | staff writer

FCCLA adviser Diane Breiner 
received a big surprise when the 
group went to nationals in San Di-
ego in July. She received the 2022 
Spirit of Advising Award.

 The Spirit of Advising Award 
recognizes chapter advisers who 
are constantly faithful, often quietly 
working behind the scenes to en-
sure the success of their students.

“Every district in the state 
nominates an adviser who shows 
the spirit of advising, like getting 
the kids involved and all that. I 
qualified for nationals and out of 68 
other people at nationals, I won the 
award,” Breiner said.

Breiner has been an adviser for 
multiple decades. Her first year of 
advising took place in Abilene in 
1985. She moved to Wabaunsee in 
1986, making it a total of 37 years 
of advising. “When I first started I 
knew nothing about FCCLA, but I 
grew to love it.”

Some of Breiner’s former stu-
dents have followed in her foot-
steps to advise themselves. Former 
student Kate Gronquist graduated 
from WHS in 2012. Gronquist was 
involved in FCCLA, and Breiner 
was her adviser all four years of 
high school. She taught FCS and 
advised FCCLA at Council Grove 
before accepting an administrative 
position at Russel this year.. 

“I think Mrs. Breiner's high 
expectations of her program, her 
effort to involve and develop young 
members, and her willingness 
to try new things/travel is what 
makes her stand out as an adviser, 
it makes her program strong, and it 
is what helped create those foun-
dational experiences for me which 
led to becoming an advisor myself,” 
Gronquist said.

Current FCCLA chapter presi-
dent Annie Wright said that Brein-
er is an amazing adviser. “She is 
always on top of things and knows 
a ton about FCCLA. I don't know 
what I would do without her,” 
Wright said. 

Breiner described how impact-
ful FCCLA can be to a person who 
participates. 

“It really teaches kids to get 
involved in the community, and 
public speaking skills when you 
do your star event. You can run for 
a district, state, or national office, 
you can go to national competi-
tions, it’s just an eye opening 
adventure. I love working with the 
kids to get these skills and awards.” 

Sure enough, these skills were 
passed to Wright on her journey 
through FCCLA. “FCCLA has 
greatly impacted my confidence. 
I used to hate talking in front of 
people but now I do it very easily 
and confidently.”

“It was a real shock and it means 
a lot that I’ve gotten recognized for 
what I love to do, which is work 
with kids,” Breiner said.

Breiner has made a huge impact 
on FCCLA and is excited for this 
coming year. The club had a total of 
42 members last year and hopes to 
exceed that amount this year. 

Breiner wins 
national 
FCCLA award

Board discusses 
bond, streaming
staff reports

The USD 329 board met 
Monday evening, and dis-
cussed issues including the 
upcoming bond, a new full-
time position and ending the 
streaming of board meetings.

WHS principal Steve Oli-
ver reported positive feed-
back on this year’s home-
coming activities. Changes 
increased attendance and 
community involvement. 
Oliver also said that a new 
PA system was installed in 
the press box at the foot-
ball field. The school is also 
looking for a new popcorn 
popper for the concession 
stand at the football field, as 
the current machine has not 
been manufactured since the 
1990s, so replacement parts 
are impossible to find.

The board decided to 
transition back to in-person 
meetings starting in Octo-
ber. Next month the board 
will stop streaming monthly 
meetings to YouTube. They 
encouraged any community 
members who are interested 
in watching to come to the 
in-person meetings at the 
district office.

In a discussion of the 
upcoming bond election, 
superintendent Troy Pitsch 
said he plans to speak at ten 
events to help spread aware-
ness of the bond. The board’s 
plan is to quickly spread as 
much information as pos-
sible. Pitsch mentioned the 
creation of a political action 
committee to promote the 
bond and address concerns.

Due to gaps in handling 
maintenance requests and 
driving bus routes, the board 
approved the creation of 
a full-time multipurpose 
grounds and transportation 
position. This would allow 
the district to do some work 
and maintenance without 
outsourcing, saving money 
and keeping jobs local.

The board discussed op-
tions for the sale of Paxico 
Middle School. They don’t 
want to put any more money 
into the building, and intend 
to sell it as is. They also dis-
cussed the possibility of an 
auction as a better option to 
sell the building.

The board approved Tim 
Klein as assistant high school 
basketball coach. Klein 
had been the head coach at 
numerous schools, including 
Hoxie. He recently assisted at 
Abilene and Junction City. He 
recently retired from Abilene, 
is moving back to this area 
and wants to continue coach-
ing. “I think he’ll bring a vast 
amount of knowledge. He’s 
been doing basketball for 30 
plus years. He’s going to be 
a phenomenal asset to the 
team, and for me still being a 
young coach it’ll still be good 
to learn as I’m getting older,” 
head coach Christian Ulsaker 
said.

Breiner stands in front of the press box during the powderpuff game. He an-
nounced WHS football games for more than 30 years. Below, new announcer 
Kevin Griffith stands in the press box.

Seniors Eli Oliver, Annie Wright, King Maverick Havenstein, Queen Ally Garst, Ryan Schutter, Olivia Mayer, Logan 
Clark and Lexi Barnes pose with attendants Dominik Stanko (who stood in for his brother Emmett who was sick) and 
Savannah Schrader after the crowning ceremony. View more photos from homecoming week at whscharger.com. 

LONG LIVE THE KING AND QUEEN


