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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R
SPORTS BRIEFS

WURTZ FINISHES 1ST AT SILVER 
LAKE

Cross Country opened its 
season Saturday with two indi-
vidual medals at the Silver Lake 
Invitational. 

Sophomore Payton Wurtz 
finished first in the girls race 
with a time of 19:55.89.

“I’m really happy with how 
the race went. I think I ran a 
smart race. I want to cut my 
time down, but it was a nice 
start to the season,” Wurtz 
said. Senior Rebekah Stuhl-
satz finished 7th. The girls 
team placed 2nd behind West 
Franklin.

On the boys team, sopho-
more Rhett Parry led with a 
27th place finish at 20:37.28.

“I’m really proud of my 
team. You know it’s just get-
ting past the first meet, it’s 
like once you get past the first 
one it’s like you did it a billion 
times, it’s just running,” senior 
AJ Grutsch said. 

The team races again Satur-
day morning at Wamego.

TENNIS EARNS MEDALS AT SEAMAN
The tennis team brought 

home two medals from the 
Seaman Invitational Saturday. 
Junior Baylie Tharman and 
sophomore Meredith Denton 
took 1st in #1 doubles. Sopho-
more Ava Huske took 3rd in #1 
singles. 

“I think we did really well 
playing for the first time 
together. We definitely didn’t 
start out very well but as the 
day kept going we got better,” 
Tharman said. 

Tharman also earned a 2nd 
place finish at Clay Center 
Thursday.

Coach Brendan Praeger was 
happy with the team’s perfor-
mance. “I think they all played 
really well. That’s usually a 
meet that’s very difficult, so to 
bring home medals is encour-
aging. The other girls who 
didn’t medal all played really 
well and moved forward. So 
last week was a really good 
start to the season.”

VOLLEYBALL GOES 1-1
The varsity volleyball team 

went 1-1 Tuesday against Chap-
man and Riley County. The 
team beat Chapman 25-23, 
25-22. 

They went to three sets 
against Riley County, but came 
up short during the third set, 
losing 15-25, 25-17, 23-25.

Junior Kaci Meseke led the 
team in kills and right behind 
her was junior Alexus Ford. 
The team plays again at the 
Lyndon Tournament Saturday.

FOOTBALL LOSES CLOSE GAME AT 
TROY

Football kicked off its season 
at Troy Friday, losing a close 
game 28-22. The team took 
a 22-20 lead with 4:20 left, 
but but after a turnover Troy 
regained the lead. 

“I think we should have 
won, but we didn’t execute 
and had too many turnovers,” 
junior Zach Frank said.

The team opens at home Fri-
day against Northern Heights.

Mission Valley (USD 330) 
passed an $11 million bond 
issue last week. This bond 
allows for facil-
ity upgrades, new 
baseball and softball 
fields, renovation to 
the agricultural edu-
cation building and 
renovations to the 
track and lighting.

 USD 329 
is trying to pass 
a bond issue, too. The WHS 
old building is falling apart — 
among our many issues, water 
has gotten into the art storage 
room and the ceiling fell apart 

in places over the summer. 
The plan is to move all of the 
schools in the district to Alma, 

and to expand the 
existing elementa-
ry school. The plan 
would demolish 
the current district 
office to expand 
the WHS parking 
lot and build a new 
district office.

 WHS has been 
in disrepair for years, and yet 
a bond issue failed in 2020. 
It’s up to the community to 
pass bonds. Many people vote 
against bonds either due to 

lack of understanding of the 
bond issue and what it entails 
or because their kids don’t go 
to Wabaunsee. If you don’t 
support the bond because you 
have questions, ask them! Get 
all the info before voting. The 
Charger will cover the bond in 
the time between now and the 
election, so feel free to send 
questions or letters to the edi-
tor to whscharger@gmail.com.

For those who oppose the 
bond issue because your kids 
don’t go to Wabaunsee, it’s 
not about your kids. It’s about 
all of the kids, and making 
sure everyone has the opportu-

nity to get a decent education 
in a safe learning environment. 
If we don’t come up with a so-
lution, maybe some of our kids 
will just get to enjoy the nice 
facilities at Mission Valley and 
Wamego — schools that have 
passed bond issues recently.

 We shouldn’t pass a 
bond just to keep up with our 
neighbors, but in this case 
Mission Valley is demonstrat-
ing the right thing to do by 
investing in its facilities. We 
hope our community can fol-
low a similar path later this 
year.

The editorial is the opinion 
of the Charger staff. 

Students discuss editorial 
topics as a group and write 
an opinion that represents 

a majority of the staff.
Send letters to the editor to 
whscharger@gmail.com.

Editorial | Mission Valley bond should be an example for 329

Jenna Donaldson, Payton Wurtz | 
staff writers

The new USD 329 super-
intendent may be new to the 
district, but he isn't new to the 
community.

Troy Pitsch grew up in 
Wabaunsee County, attending 
Alma Grade School, and said 
some of his fondest memories 
were made here, whether he 
was watching his older brother 
play football, or doing 4-H 
events like the Wabaunsee 
County fair.

Pitsch sat down with The 
Charger during the first week 
of school to discuss his out-
look for the district.

Q: What attracted you to 
the district?

A: 40 years ago I was walk-
ing these streets, I was jump-
ing off the high dive at the 
swimming pool when they put 
it in the first year. I spent time 
here as a child, attending kin-
dergarten at Alma elementary. 
I was very much a part of the 
community.

I remember being in 4-H 
events like the county fair, 
or cheering on my brother 
play football. I have all these 
fantastic memories of my 
childhood and they are all cen-
tered around Wabaunsee and 
the Wabaunsee Community. 
There's magic in this commu-
nity, you just have to realize it.

Q: What are your primary 
goals for the district?

A: Keeping up the momen-
tum. Our academics are strong 
and our test scores are strong 
compared to other districts in 
the area, and the state. I want 
to capitalize on what we are 
already doing strong, look for 
places we could grow, then 
grow in those areas. 

Q: How do you view the 
role of student journalism in 
our district at Wabaunsee? 

A: I want to hear every-
one’s perspective, learn other 
moral views and hear what 
everyone thinks. The charger 
highlights what’s good for the 
community. It gives a chance 

for students to exercise their 
rights to freedom of speech. It 
involves students in conversa-
tion and includes the opinions 
of other students.

Q: What are the biggest 
challenges you’ve seen so far 
at Wabaunsee?

A: Definitely facilities. The 
schools budgets are always 
tight due to low enrollment. 
Most of the money is going 
towards helping the buildings 
not crumble. We really need 
to establish a solid budget and 
long term plan of how money 
gets distributed. 

Q: Challenges facing edu-
cation politically?

A: There are issues on 
both sides. The right side, the 
more conservative side, public 
education is a failed system 
and they are pushing more for 
private schools, which results 
in the haves and the have 
nots. Some kids can't afford to 
attend a private school. This 
would make it more difficult 
for some children to get to 

school to have a free, public, 
world class education. On the 
Liberal side, they are trying 
to push more onto teacher’s 
plates. To push schools to 
teach kids what they think is 
right and wrong and to point 
out the errors in out nation’s 
history because they feel like 
the parents aren’t doing a good 
job parenting their kids. Teach-
ers already have a lot of roles 
to take on, so adding more to 
their plates clouds their work, 
it makes what they already do 
well more difficult.

Q: What are some hob-
bies you enjoy when you're 
not at work?

A: My grandchildren down 
in Texas really enjoy playing 
Roblox with me. Unfortunate-
ly I know way too much about 
Roblox that I think any adult 
ever should. Taking care of and 
spending time with my pets. 
And of course spending time 
with my wife. My job keeps me 
busy so in my down time it's 
just hanging out with my best 
friend.

ART HEAD

New superintendent discusses goals, challenges for district 
Photo by AJ Grutsch.



H O M E C O M I N GH O M E C O M I N G
HOMECOMING 2022 | Parade 6:30 p.m. Wednesday | Pep Rally 1:30 Friday | Football vs. Northern Heights 7 p.m.

MEET THE CANDIDATESMEET THE CANDIDATES
ANNIE WRIGHT ANNIE WRIGHT 

What activity has meant the most to What activity has meant the most to 
you at WHS?you at WHS?
“Getting top 8 in the nation in “Getting top 8 in the nation in 
knowledge bowl for FCCLA because knowledge bowl for FCCLA because 
we weren't even supposed to be at we weren't even supposed to be at 
nationals in the first place.” nationals in the first place.” 

What is your favorite high school What is your favorite high school 
memory? memory? 
“Junior year, our parade float when “Junior year, our parade float when 
the boys were dressed as gangster the boys were dressed as gangster 
pirates.”pirates.”

If you had to give a TedTalk on the If you had to give a TedTalk on the 
spot what would it be about? spot what would it be about? 
“Why we should have naptime in “Why we should have naptime in 
school.”school.”

RYAN SCHUTTER RYAN SCHUTTER 

Favorite high school memory?Favorite high school memory?
“Beating Centralia in football, or be-“Beating Centralia in football, or be-
ing state runner up in basketball”ing state runner up in basketball”

What are your plans next year?What are your plans next year?
“Become a lineman, or become an “Become a lineman, or become an 
electrician”electrician”

Any advice for underclassmen?Any advice for underclassmen?
“Keep your confidence and trust the “Keep your confidence and trust the 
process”process”

What's your theme song?What's your theme song?
“Danger zone”“Danger zone”

What's your love language?What's your love language?
“French, it just sounds like it would “French, it just sounds like it would 
be."be."

ALLY GARST ALLY GARST 

What activity has meant the most to What activity has meant the most to 
you at WHS?you at WHS?
“Softball because I had a feeling of “Softball because I had a feeling of 
control when pitching and a feeling control when pitching and a feeling 
calm while playing.”calm while playing.”

What are your plans next year?What are your plans next year?
“I plan to major in Nursing at Wash-“I plan to major in Nursing at Wash-
burn.”burn.”

What would your theme song be?What would your theme song be?
“Sofia the first.”“Sofia the first.”

Any advice for underclassmen?Any advice for underclassmen?
“Your mom is always right.” “Your mom is always right.” 

What is your spirit animal?What is your spirit animal?
“A bear.”“A bear.”

ELI OLIVER ELI OLIVER 

What activity has meant the most to What activity has meant the most to 
you at WHS and why?you at WHS and why?
“Football, because I’ve gotten closer “Football, because I’ve gotten closer 
with all of my friends and made a lot with all of my friends and made a lot 
of good memories.”of good memories.”

What is your favorite high school What is your favorite high school 
memory? memory? 
“Playing at state basketball my “Playing at state basketball my 
sophomore year.”sophomore year.”

What would your theme song be?What would your theme song be?
“Firework" by Katy Perry.”“Firework" by Katy Perry.”

What is your love language?What is your love language?
“When she cares about your fantasy “When she cares about your fantasy 
football team.”football team.”

LEXI BARNES LEXI BARNES 

What activity has meant the most to What activity has meant the most to 
you during high school?you during high school?
“Basketball. It’s my stress reliever. “Basketball. It’s my stress reliever. 
When I’m mad, I’m probably in the When I’m mad, I’m probably in the 
gym shooting hoops.”gym shooting hoops.”

Who’s your celebrity crush?Who’s your celebrity crush?
“Chris Hemsworth.”“Chris Hemsworth.”

What are your plans next year?What are your plans next year?
“Agribusiness  at K-State.”“Agribusiness  at K-State.”

What is your love language? What is your love language? 
“Chips and queso.”“Chips and queso.”

Any advice for underclassmen?Any advice for underclassmen?
“Have fun and don’t take anything too “Have fun and don’t take anything too 
seriously.” seriously.” 

LOGAN CLARK LOGAN CLARK 

What activity has meant the most to What activity has meant the most to 
you at WHS and why?you at WHS and why?
“Sports because they have impacted “Sports because they have impacted 
me a lot as a person.”me a lot as a person.”

What is your favorite high school What is your favorite high school 
memory? memory? 
“Beating Centralia.”“Beating Centralia.”

Who’s your celebrity crush?Who’s your celebrity crush?
“Megan Fox.”“Megan Fox.”

Any advice for underclassmen?Any advice for underclassmen?
“Respect upperclassmen and pay “Respect upperclassmen and pay 
attention in class.”attention in class.”

What is your spirit animal?What is your spirit animal?
“Sasquatch.”   “Sasquatch.”   

OLIVIA MAYER OLIVIA MAYER 

What activity has meant the most to What activity has meant the most to 
you at WHS?you at WHS?
“FCCLA because I have been on so “FCCLA because I have been on so 
many trips, met new people, and many trips, met new people, and 
made amazing memories with my made amazing memories with my 
classmates.”classmates.”

Favorite high school memory? Favorite high school memory? 
“When Mrs. Hull purposely let us fail “When Mrs. Hull purposely let us fail 
the Crush the Can lab. She didn’t give the Crush the Can lab. She didn’t give 
us very many directions either.”us very many directions either.”

Who’s your celebrity crush?Who’s your celebrity crush?
“Miles Teller.”“Miles Teller.”

What is your spirit animal?What is your spirit animal?
“A giraffe because I want to be taller.”“A giraffe because I want to be taller.”

MAVERICK HAVENSTEIN MAVERICK HAVENSTEIN 

What are your plans next year?What are your plans next year?
“Go to college and get a degree in “Go to college and get a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering.”Mechanical Engineering.”

If you had to give a TedTalk on the If you had to give a TedTalk on the 
spot what would it be about? spot what would it be about? 
“Why the death penalty should be “Why the death penalty should be 
implemented into school.”implemented into school.”

Any advice for underclassmen?Any advice for underclassmen?
“Walk on the right side of the hallway “Walk on the right side of the hallway 
you mongrels.”you mongrels.”

What is your spirit animal?What is your spirit animal?
“Gorilla.”“Gorilla.”

What would your theme song be?What would your theme song be?
“Cats on Mars" by Seatbelts.” “Cats on Mars" by Seatbelts.” 
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