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Homecoming changes
promote student,
community involvement
Danielle Murphy | social media editor
Homecoming week will look
a little different this year, with
the parade moving to Wednesday night and the addition of a
powderpuff football game.
“We knew something needed to change due to the lack of
involvement from the community and the school,” student
council adviser Amy Cassell
said. “Booster Club actually
approached Mr. Weisshaar and
Mr. Oliver before school started
and asked about the parade on
Wednesday and an activity after
and they wanted to take over
the bonfire.”
The new time for a parade
will also allow participants to
stay out of the heat. “I think
it’s ideal that they have a
normal day of school on game
day,” football coach Jess Rutledge said. “It also keeps them
off of the hot asphalt for several
hours right before a game.”
The Booster Club strives for
homecoming to become a week
long event. “We hope things
will go well, and hope to make
new traditions. With having
the parade in the evening and
bringing back the powderpuff,
the bonfire and just getting
people excited about the homecoming festivities,” Booster
Club representative Jenny
Schutter said.
Instead of the homecoming
dance being after the game,
the dance was moved to the
Saturday following the football
game. Many students preferred
the dance to be moved to a Saturday due to the time crunch
after the game.
“A few parents requested
the change. Kids don't stay
long due to Saturday morning
sports, kids get there late due
to the game. This seemed to be
something we could try,” Cassell said.
The overall goal is to bring
in more involvement in the

HOMECOMING SCHEDULE
Wednesday: Parade at 6:30 p.m.
from downtown to football field,
followed by team introductions,
powderpuff football game and pizza.
Thursday: JH volleyball and football vs. Rossville, Bonfire at dusk
Friday: District Pep Rally 1:30 p.m.
at WHS, Crowning at 6:20, Football
vs. Northern Heights at 7 p.m.
Saturday: Volleyball at Lyndon,
Cross Country at Wamego, Homecoming dance 8-10 p.m. in WHS
commons, $2 admission
big event, and I hope the week
goes by smoothly. “There may
be some growing pains, maybe
just this year, for some of these
changes,” Booster Club representative Jennifer Frank said.
With new changes to homecoming, the goal is also to
bring back some old traditions.
The Booster Club is hosting a
powderpuff tournament after
the parade and athlete introductions Wednesday night.
“I’m excited. This is the first
time in a long time that the
school is doing it. I’ve always
wanted to be a part of it,” junior Alexus Ford said.
37 girls have signed up
for the tournament, and the
halftime performance will be
performed by football players.
Former cheerleader Macy Falk
will teach the boys a performance and some cheers.
On Friday, there will be an
all-district pep rally provided
for the community and district
at 1:30 in the WHS gym.
“I can’t wait to see what
happens during the candidate
games,” senior Kwinton Willier
said.
Cheerleaders will provide
games for the whole district
including candidate games. The
junior high cheerleaders will
also have the opportunity to
perform with the high school
cheerleaders at the pep rally.

BACK IN CHARGE

Oliver assumes role
as WHS principal

Sophia Castillo, Heather Baker |
staff writers
Wabaunsee High School has
a new principal this year, but
also an old one.
Junior High principal Steve
Oliver has taken over at the
high school as well. Jeron
Weisshaar is assisting him as
the new assistant principal.
Although new to the position,
this is not Oliver’s first rodeo
at WHS.
Oliver grew up in Maple
Hill and graduated from WHS
in 1976. He also played football at KU from 1976-1980.
He returned to WHS in 1983
to teach freshman English and
body fitness, also serving as
head football coach.
“I enjoyed it,” Oliver said
about teaching, “but I really
got tired of all of the grading and all of the papers and
spending a lot of hours outside of the school day doing
a lot of work to prepare for
the next day’s class.” Being
principal comes with a lot of
paperwork too, but it’s mostly
online and much easier to deal
with. Oliver taught at WHS
from 1983 to 1986 before leaving to teach in Erie, Kansas.
He taught in Erie for nineteen
years before being promoted
to administration in 2005 for
seven years. He returned to
Wabaunsee as the principal of
the middle school and junior
high in 2015.
“In the beginning, it was
coaching,” Oliver said about
his career in education, “I
wanted to stay involved in athletics.” He decided that coaching was the right path for him.
“I made a decision early in my
career that I was not interested in college level coaching.” He explained that the
time that he had to put into
college-level coaching was too
much for him to handle while
also trying to raise a family.

“It’s all about teaching and
coaching, whether it’s on an
athletic field or in a classroom,
in the hallway, whatever, it’s
all coaching and teaching and
modeling the behavior we
want to see (in students).”
Oliver isn’t the only one
in his family involved in
education. He’s not the only
principal either. “My brother
Harold is the principal at
Riley County High School,
and my daughter Erin is both
the assistant principal and the
athletic director at the same
school.” His youngest daughter has a degree in Ag Education and works for the Kansas
Department of Agriculture.
Oliver also has a sister-in-law
who is a retired art teacher
from Topeka and a cousin
who taught social studies and
coached football who retired
from Rock Creek High School.
When asked about the differences between the junior
high and high school, Oliver
said “They’re entirely different academically,” and “it’s
our job here to make sure that
when a student graduates
from the high school, they’re
prepared for their profession,
or to go on to a 4-year school,
or 2-year school, to further
their education.”

Top: Principal Steve Oliver stands
in front of the WHS building. Oliver
will serve as 6-12 principal this year.
Photo by Sophia Castillo. Above:
Oliver in his senior picture from the
1976 Charger yearbook. Oliver was in
Wabaunsee’s second graduating class.
The biggest challenge
Oliver has faced so far is
being principal for two different schools in two different
towns. “It’s hard to be in the
right place at the right time,”
he said.
Oliver is excited to be the
principal at WHS and said
he’s really looking forward
to enjoying higher level accomplishments and watching
people grow and develop into
moving on for greater things
in their lives.

Fall Sports | Cross country and football return experienced rosters
CROSS COUNTRY RETURNS 2 STATE
PLACERS FROM 2021
Jacob Meseke | editor in chief
Cross country looks to
reload after its girls earned a
sixth-place finish at state in
2021.
Head coach Roger Alderman
said he looks forward to seeing
his team compete everyday.
“Just seeing the group work
together. They make it fun to
go to practice and workout. It
really is a unique experience,”
Alderman said.
One goal for Alderman is to
get better every day. “Our goals
are always to get a little better
every day and be at our best
come League, Regional, and
State,” Alderman said.
The girls are coming off a

sixth place finish at state last
year. The Chargers had two
top 20 finishers. Sophomore
Payton Wurtz finished in 2nd
and senior Rebekah Stuhlzatz
finished 15th.
“Last year was a great learning experience. The biggest
thing I’ve taken away from
last season, cross country and
track together, is really just to
run my race. It's so easy to get
caught up in the moment and
try to win the race in the first
half mile,” Wurtz said.
Staying healthy will be key
for the girls to make it back to
state. “They have to keep them
healthy and then keep improving. If we could find a few more
girls to come out, it would really help,” Alderman said.

With no freshmen on the
team, all boys are returning,
including sophomore Rhett
Parry, the fastest boys runner
last season. The rest of the returning boys all finished within
one minute of him at regionals
last year.
Cross country starts its
season at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Silver Lake.

FOOTBALL TEAM LOOKS TO RELOAD
AFTER WINNING SEASON
Baylie Tharman | staff writer
After its first winning season
in 24 years, the Charger football team is looking to continue
its success.
“We remind the boys that
last year is behind us,” coach
Jess Rutledge said. “We have a

very good season in front of us
but we have to take advantage
of those opportunities in order
to continue to build on the
momentum we established last
year.”
Rutledge said the goal for
the year is to go 1-0 every
week. “All we are focused on
is the opponent in front of
us, nothing after that, nothing prior to that. Another goal
would be to have back to back
winning seasons. School record
for wins in a season is 9. So we
would like to chase that record.
A district championship which
hasn’t happened since 2013
here. And a playoff run. We’ve
never gone past the second
round of the playoffs. The ultimate goal: playing for a state

championship,” Rutledge said.
The team has 35 players on
the roster. The team graduated five seniors, but returns
a majority of its varsity roster.
Junior Wyatt Wurtz will take
over as starting quarterback.
The leading tackler from last
season, junior Tate Deever has
high hopes for the season. “For
defense, my main goal is to
have 140 tackles by the end of
the year. Offensively my goal is
to keep pressure off of Wyatt.
Just let him sit back in the
pocket so he’s able to pass and
run the offense smoothly.”
The Chargers kick off the
season Friday at Troy and open
at home next week against
Northern Heights.
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Volleyball finishes 4th in home tournament
Charger volleyball hosted
the Amy Schutter Invitational
Tournament Saturday going
2-3, and finishing 4th out of
8 teams. Rock Creek finished
first in the tournament.
“We got off to a great start
against some good competition,” head coach Chris Smart
said. I think we found out a
lot about ourselves and some
things we need to work on.
“We started off strong and
won the first two games. We
struggled in the third game,
and by the fourth we were all
just really tired, especially because of the hot gym,” senior
Hadlee Diepenbrock said.
The team opened with wins
over Mission Valley (25-6,
25-23) and McClouth (25-19,
25-15). For the last match of
pool play, the Chargers lost to
Centralia 18-25, 12-25.
In the finals, the Chargers
lost to Rock Creek (16-25, 2522, 19-25) and
Northeast Kansas (21-25,
26-24, 18-25).
Senior Lexi Barnes led the
team in blocks with 9, and
junior Kaci Meseke led in kills
with 30. “We have a lot more
people in our rotation this
year, so the juniors get to step
up and play varsity,” Meseke
said.
Senior Annie Wright (74)
led in both assists and serving aces (7). “I think I played

What’s your pre-game
ritual for fall sports?
“Listening to ‘80s heavy metal”
Freshman Jesse Eubanks
“Doing a little dance or jig at
the starting line before a race.”
Senior Rebekah Stuhlsatz
Group Prayer.”
Sophomore Isabelle Stuhlsatz
“Scream singing.”
Junior Catori Buchheit
“I ALWAYS eat a cliff bar before
a cross country race.”
Sophomore Payton Wurtz
What club do you recommend everyone joins?
“FCCLA. It’s super fun and you
get to go to a lot of fun places.”
Freshman Elise Ford
“FFA because of food, fun, and
competition.”
Junior Kadence Guinn

Junior Alexis Ford and Senior Lexi Barnes block against Mission Valley. Phot by Hannah Seivers.
Charger coach Amy Schutment.”
pretty well. We have a lot of
ter. “It means a lot. She had
The Chargers competed at
new faces, but I think we’ll do
such an impact on volleyball
home Tuesday against Chapwell once we get used to each
especially at our school and
man and Riley County and
other,” Wright said.
compete again September 10
Diepenbrock said it’s always was a great coach with a really
unique style. It means a lot to
at Lyndon.
special to compete in a tourhonor her with this tournanament named after former

Tennis opens with third-place finish at Wamego
Charger tennis opened the
season Thursday with a third
place finish behind Topeka and
Wamego at the Wamego invite.
“We start very early in the
season, so it’s exciting to gauge
our progress right away,” head
coach Brendan Praeger said.
At #1 singles, junior Baylie
Tharman opened with a 6-2
win over Sabetha’s Gracie
Glaspie.
Unfortunately, she dropped
her final three matches.
“Baylie played a lot better than her record shows,”
Praeger said. “She beat a solid
Sabetha player to start the day,
and then had three very competitive matches against girls
who will compete for spots at
state in the higher classes. I
think she has a lot to build on.”
At #2 singles, sophomore
Ava Huske tied for first with a
3-1 finish.
“Ava had a
really great day, and the fact
that she powered through
some overheating was pretty
impressive,” Praeger said. She
had a slow start in a couple of
matches and had to fight back,
but both times she was down
she was able to force a tiebreaker. Her final match ended
when the other player got too
hot to continue, so the fact that
she continued to battle really
paid off.”
“I need to be more aggressive. A lot of my points went
on forever and I missed some
opportunities,” Huske said.
Senior Danielle Murphy and
sophomore Meredith Denton
went 1-3 at #1 doubles. “We
didn’t do too bad for it being
our first time playing together.

QUESTION
OF THE WEEK

“Chess Club (approval pending). It’s fun and everyone can
do it. You can play your whole
life. Students who play chess
do better in school.”
Math teacher Jason Miller
“FCCLA. It’s a great club that
can help improve many skill
areas such as public speaking
skills. You also get to do fun
projects and go on lots of trips.
You can become an officer for
our chapter, district, state, and
even a national officer.”
Junior Abby Wallin
Which class is your favorite so far this school year?
“I love all my classes! Except
Physics, they are so mean to
me. LOL”
Staff Lisa Hull
“Art because Mrs. Guinn is the
best.”
Sophomore Mercedes Kershaw
“Drafting”
Freshmen Karsyn Shoffner
“Guitar class.”
Freshman Hailey Standefer
“Ag mechanics.”
Junior Bailey Wright
“Intro to FCS.”
Freshman Karsten Breiner
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Meredith and I did have a lot of
fun, but there is always room
for improvement,” Murphy
said.
Junior Ava Meinhardt and
sophomore Emily Meyer also
went 1-3, defeating a duo from
Northeast Kansas.
“Our doubles teams both
struggled a little bit, but they
were playing very experienced
Wamego and Topeka teams.
It’s the first time our duos
were playing together, and Ava
Meinhardt was playing in her
first meet ever, and Emily in
her first varsity meet. I think
they will improve quickly as
they gain experience,” Praeger
said.
The team travels to Clay
Center Thursday and will play
in the Seaman invitational Saturday at Kossover in Topeka.
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Sophomore Ava Huske warms up at
Wamego. Above, juniors Baylie Tharman and Ava Meinhardt attack the ball.
Photos by Kyra Smith and Ally Garst.
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