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WHS principal Jan Hutley 
announced her resignation 
Wednesday afternoon, effective at 
the end of the school year.

In an email to staff, Hutley 
announced that she had accepted a 
position at Washburn Rural High 
School as an assistant principal. 

“To say the least, this was a very 
difficult decision for me, and I will 
always care deeply for this district 
and our students. I truly appreciate 
the opportunities I have been 
afforded in this district, and I will 
greatly treasure the experiences I 
have had at USD 329,” Hutley wrote.

Hutley led WHS for four years, 
preceded by four years as Alma and 
Maple Hill Elementary principal.

Hutley previously worked at 
Washburn Rural, teaching life 
science and leadership classes and 
coordinating the international 
baccalaureate diploma program.

Hutley is the third USD 329 
administrator to announce their 
departure this school year, following 
superintendent Brad Starnes 
and elementary principal Galen 
Craghead.

When asked about her hopes for 
the next principal Hutley said, “I 
hope they’re awesome in every way, 
because this district deserves that.” 

WHS principal 
accepts position 
at Wash. Rural

Eli McDaniel | social media editor
Several district students 

recently competed in the Youth 
Entrepreneurship Challenge of 
Wabaunsee County, sponsored by 
Network Kansas. Each contestant 
created a job plan and presented it to 
the community. 

Sophomore Zachary Frank and 
eighth-graders Cole Frank, Conrad 
Cassell Reese Michaelis entered the 
competition.

Conrad Cassell placed first in the 
challenge with “Royale Ice,” a shaved 
ice business. His presentation also 
won the Community Choice Award. 
“The presentation went well. I had 
a lot of fun presenting at the trade 
show. I learned a lot and winning felt 
good. I was really surprised by the 
amount of the prize money,” Cassell 
said. Depending on how Cassell does 
at state now that he has advanced, 
he will run his business on a smaller 
more sustainable scale. Since there is 
no state competition for junior high, 
Cassell will have to compete against 
high school contestants at state.

The Frank brothers run “Frank 
Brothers Lawn Care,” a lawn care 
and mowing business started about 
four years ago. “It felt pretty good 
and I’m happy we got Second. It was 
a great chance to learn more about 
insurance,” Zach said. With the 
winnings, the Franks will buy a new 
trimmer and more batteries.

Entrepreneurs 
compete with 
business plans

Former K-State football 
safety Ty Zimmerman 
spoke to WHS Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and 
community members March 
22. Zimmerman is the North 
Central Kansas Area Director 
of FCA,

Zimmerman gave his 
testimony about finding God, 
and his journey from there. 
He spoke on Luke 6: 46-49 
which includes the passage 
about the wise men building 

his house upon the rock, and 
the fool building his house 
in the sand. The rock refers 
to God and building your life 
upon him. The sand refers to 
worldly things you may try 
to build your life on, like the 
American Dream. 

Zimmerman said “We 
are not living to earn God’s 
grace, but in response to it.” 

Zimmerman also talked 
about the 3 Ps: Popularity, 
Performance and Possessions. 
He said that people may 
strive to achieve the 
“American Dream” or “The 3 
Ps,” but they always feel like 
they are missing something, 
and that something is God. 

Zimmerman said that he 
saw an interview with Tom 
Brady, in which Brady stated 
that he has everything, but 

still feels like he is missing 
something. There are some 
things that we try to fill with 
worldly things, but that hole 
needs to be filled with God. 

Zimmerman also spoke 
about his struggle with 
anxiety and public speaking. 
After the message I spoke 
to him about overcoming 
anxiety. He recommends 
to anyone struggling with 
anxiety to read  2 Corinthians 
12 and especially focus on 
the part that says “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in 
weakness.”

I thought what Ty had to 
say was awesome, and I’m 
glad FCA invited him to 
WHS. FCA is an amazing 
organization that makes a 
tangible difference in our 

community. Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes is 
an awesome way to do 
community services and grow 
closer to God.

I encourage anyone who 
is interested in making 
more friends, or starting a 
relationship with God to 
join FCA. All of the WHS 
students that attended said 
they had a great experience 
and liked what he said. Ty is 
super kind, always willing 
to answer questions, and 
talking after presentations/ 
following up.

If that sound enticing, 
explore FCA and attend our 
events, whether you already 
have a relationship with God 
or are just exploring new 
ideas. It’s an experience you 
won’t regret.
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OPINION | Zimmerman delivers valuable message to FCA

Justin Carlson | opinion editor
Wabaunsee is chock-

full of athletes, but only 
a select few play every 
season possible. These 
“12-sport athletes” have 
committed so much to 
their high school athletic 
careers and that is an 
accomplishment worthy 
of accolades.

Starting this year, 
instead of celebrating a 
female and male athlete 
of the year, WHS plans 
to honor 12-sport 
athletes for each 
graduating class.

The class of ‘22 
welcomes three new 
members to the 12-sport 
club: Kaelyn Conrad, 
Kara Hafenstine and 
Madisyn Havenstein. All 
three played volleyball, 
basketball and softball. 
They have gone above 
and beyond to compete 
in the sports they love 
(or at least tolerate).

Technically, these 
ladies only were able to 
play 11 seasons due to 
the COVID outbreak in 
the spring of 2020 which 
kept athletes across the 
nation from competing 
— but we gave them a 
break. They shouldn’t be 
punished for influences 
out of their control, and 
each intended to play 
that season.

Similarly, Madisyn suffered 
an injury during the summer 
of 2021 which left her unable 
to compete during volleyball 
and basketball season, but 
she contributed as a manager 
the entire season, so she gets 
her inclusion also. 

The girls each said that 
sports have had a big impact 
on each of their lives.

Kara said, “sports have 
had a huge impact on my 
life ever since I was little. 
Through playing so many 
sports I have learned lots 
of life skills like teamwork, 

leadership, dedication and 
commitment. Sports have 
also given me some of my 
best friends which I am very 
grateful for.”

Kaelyn said, “sports have 
shaped me into the person I 
am mentally and physically. 
They have provided me 
opportunities I wouldn’t have 
received unless I played.”

Madisyn said, “Sports 
have impacted my life 
tremendously. I’ve been 
playing a sport, which is 
what I love doing, for almost 
my whole life. Growing up 
l always played volleyball, 
softball, and basketball, along 

with flag football and a little 
bit of gymnastics. These 
sports help me bond with 
my teammates and become a 
better player.”

So much dedication to an 
activity is bound to come 
with some sacrifices, whether 
that comes in the form of 
injury or just time. 

“During school season 
sports I don’t have to 
sacrifice near as much as 
during the summer,” Kaelyn 
said. “The past three years I 
have had days when I have

multiple practices and 
weights each day, sacrificing 
a social life other than when 

I’m working. During 
the summer I also 
play competitive 
softball and I play in 
tournaments almost 
every weekend of 
June and July so I 
can’t hang out with 
my friends on the 
weekends.”

Madisyn also 
made sacrifices. “For 
softball, I would have 
to give up almost all 
of my weekends to 
play, but that is fine 
with me. I also would 
have to give around 
10 hours or more 
a week to softball 
practices and games. I 
have to give up most 
of my time to practice 
school sports during 
the summer as well.”

Kara didn’t feel 
that her time was 
a sacrifice. “In the 
summers I give up all 
of my weekends so 
I can play traveling 
softball, which 
definitely sucks 
sometimes when you 
just want to hang 
with friends or go to 
the lake for a day. All 
year round I also have 
multiple practices 
stacked on

top of each other 
throughout the week 

so I don’t get very much free 
time for homework or just 
time to relax.”

After so many years of 
commitment, most athletes 
would be more than happy to 
continue playing at a higher 
level. This is the case for all 
three of our 12 sporters. All 
three will continue to play 
softball in college, Madisyn 
at Allen Community College, 
Kaelyn at Johnson County 
Community College and Kara 
at Ottawa University.

Five juniors are currently 
on track to be 12-sport 
athletes next year.

‘12-sport’ athletes fuel school sports

Seniors Kaelyn Conrad, Madisyn Havenstein and Kara Hafenstine pose before softball season. 
Each student is a 12-sport athlete, having competed in volleyball, basketball and softball all 
four years of high school. Each has signed to play college softball. Photo by Jason Kephart.


