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NOT AFRAID OF COMMITTMENT

‘8 Minutes’
addresses
dangers of
alcohol use

Eli Mcdaniel | social media editor

Kaelyn Conrad poses during her signing ceremony with parents Tony and
Michelle, and sisters Kirsten and Kendra.
CONRAD SIGNS WITH JOHNSON
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SOFTBALL
Lauren Schutter | sports editor
Senior Kaelyn Conrad
signed her National Letter
of Intent to play softball at
Johnson County Community
College in a ceremony Friday
afternoon.
She opened the ceremony
with a few words, thanking her teammates, coaches,
friends and anyone who has
helped her softball journey.
Head softball coach Joe Dee
Tarbutton then read a message
from Kaelyn’s mom, saying,
“Kaelyn has always been a
great role model, being the
oldest of three girls. She’s always there to help them with
anything they need: softball,
volleyball, schoolwork — you
name it, she helps.”
Conrad proves her role
model status on the field and
court, amassing 768 career
digs in volleyball, playing
23/34 varsity basketball

games last season, batting at
a .338, and also fielding at a
.744 on the softball field.
These accomplishments
didn’t go without praise.
Principal Jan Hutley
brought up the fact that Conrad and teammate Kara Hafenstine will both be 12-sport
athletes, playing in every
season of their high school careers. “She brings a lot of grit,
spunk, and competitiveness to
the court and field. She steps
up and knows exactly what to
do, no matter which sport,”
Hutley said.
The community is definitely
proud of Kaelyn’s accomplishments, but her biggest support comes from her family. Specifically Kirsten, her
youngest sister. “Kaelyn has
always been a big part of my
life. She was the best sister
ever,” Kirsten said.
HAFENSTINE SIGNS WITH OTTAWA
SOFTBALL
Senior Kara Hafenstine
signed her National Letter of

Kara Hafenstine poses during her signing ceremony with parents Jaime and
Brian and sister Alexis. Photo by Eli McDaniel.
Senioritis Podcast
Listen to Conrad and Hafenstine
discuss their recruitment and signing
on the Senioritis podcast, this week on
whscharger.com, iTunes or Spotify.
Intent to play softball at Ottawa University in a celebration Wednesday at WHS.
Hafenstine said she looks
forward to this new chapter in
her life, while teammates and
coaches of both traveling ball
and high school softball reminisced on their times with her.
“Having Kara as a teammate and also a friend is one
of the best things ever. She is
a great leader and role model
to younger girls, and encourages her teammates each day
to strive for more,” teammate
and friend Madisyn Havenstein said.
Joe Dee Tarbutton, the high
school softball coach, opened
up the ceremony congratulating Kara in the classroom as
well as the field. “She’s a 4.0
student — has been since ju-

nior high. She’s the president
of FCCLA and is a member of
NHS.” Tarbutton was joined
by assistant softball coach
Garret Eck. Eck gave respect
to her weight room improvements, saying, “She’s grown a
ton in the weight room, also
just seeing you on the court
and the field. Everyone can
see that she’s a great leader
out there.”
Jody Mitchell, her traveling
softball coach from Kansas
Crush for the past nine years,
recalled when he first saw
Kara play at 8 years old. “She
was knocking the cover off
the ball, throwing the ball all
the way across the field, and
I looked at my assistant and
said, ‘We’ve gotta have her’.”
From a young talent to a
college signee, Kara will continue doing big things.
“I’m so excited to continue
playing softball at Ottawa,
and I just want to thank my
family and coaches for helping
me get to where I am today,”
Hafenstine said.

U

GHT B U

BB

LE

TH O

All Play, No Work | Support student fine arts programs

Justin Carlson | opinion editor
Wabaunsee’s annual Fall
play is only a couple of weeks
away.
Just like in years past, the
drama class will put on a
lovely performance for the
community, however this
year there will be some guest
appearances as well. The
newspaper class and several
students from outside of the
drama class will also make up
the cast this year, yours truly
included.
A smaller class of only
five budding young actresses
left veteran director Brendan

Praeger with some serious
limitations on possible performances.
Praeger said “We wanted
to find something Christmasy so we found plays that
were loosely Christmasthemed and did things that
were disconnected-one-acts
so we could have people
from other classes perform
as well.”
The smaller size of his drama class comes with its fair
share of advantages also. “Every person is in every scene.
I think they’ll feel more of a
sense of ownership because of
that,” Praeger said.
Aside from Rebekah Stuhlsatz who has taken drama one
year before, the other four
students (Jazlyn Posch, Eliza
Barton, Rylee White, and Payton Wurtz) are all completely
new to the acting scene.
Both Posch and White
agree that one of the hardest
parts “is taking things seri-

“The Most Amazing Christmas
Play Series in the Entire History
of the World”
Four short comedies by Don Zolidis
7 p.m. December 4, WHS Auditorium
$5 adults, $3 students
Soup fundraiser for WHS Cheer 6 p.m.
in FCS room
ously” and “keeping a straight
face” through the more
ridiculous scenes. Barton said
“To prepare I have just been
going over lines with myself
repeatedly and by scene to
make sure that I have everything down,” and Stuhlsatz
commented that to her, the
hardest part “is remembering
lines.”
As a newly initiated thespian and long-time band member, I believe that the fine arts
are of utmost importance.
Without youngsters like us
refining our crafts, the world
would be devoid of entertain-

ment. Living in a dull world
devoid of the joy brought by
quality high school performances is not a reality that
I find appealing, so come on
out and show your support
for the arts.
The play is 7 p.m. December 4 in the WHS Auditorium.
Oh, and did I mention the
soup?
Before the performance,
play-goers are invited to enjoy
a soup bar provided by the
cheer squad. Starting at 6
p.m., the cheerleaders will be
serving baked potato, cheesy
potato, hamburger vegetable
and chicken noodle soups.
A meal deal is available
where a bowl of soup and a
ticket to the play can be purchased together for $10.00 for
adults or $8.00 for students.
We would love to see as
many faces there as we can,
so come on down and absorb
some amateur acting at its
finest.

Shiela Hasenkamp-Keehn
brought her presentation, “8
minutes” to WHS students
Thursday morning.
“8 minutes” was a story about
Shiela’s son Parker, who went on
vacation in Arizona for spring
break in 2016. He was drinking
with some friends and chugged
a bottle of vodka. After losing
consciousness, he died for eight
minutes. He miraculously recovered and was home after 12 days
in the Mayo Clinic. HasenkampKeehn uses this story not only
to talk to teens about the effects
of underage drinking, but also
to raise awareness of drinking
responsibly and what to do when
someone's life is in danger
Hasenkamp-Keehn said this is
her first year doing this presentation. She started in September
and she has already been to 13
different schools. She is already
booked up with schools for the
rest of November and December.
“My dream, my goal, is that I’ll
go nationwide. I’m starting with
Kansas and Nebraska because
that’s home to me. I’m hoping
that it grows into a nationwide
presentation and I can start going to conferences, like SAFE &
SADD conferences, and become
a keynote speaker,” she said.
“The main thing is, I know
I can’t make it stop (underage
drinking). But when I talk about
the after — do you want after
high school, do you want after
college — then I think that that
kind of makes a really strong impact. That’s where that oomph
comes from.”
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Yellow Ribbon clubs
invited her to come to speak to
the student body.
Sponsor Jeanne Parry said
principal Jan Hutley receives
numerous requests for people to
come in and give presentations
to schools, but this one caught
her eye.
“When I read her brochure,
she had a very good presentation
lined up. We felt that it was very
important for our small community because, like Sheila had
stated, we know that this goes
on in communities. So if we
can help save one student, one
person, then we have made a difference,” Parry said.
Students responded positively
to the assembly. “I talked to my
mom about it and said that it
really makes it less likely that I’ll
drink. It was very emotional,”
freshman Kyra Smith said.
Freshman Rhett Parry said “I
took away that alcohol is more
dangerous than I thought. The
speech was very inspirational
and had some good statistics.”

