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WINNING WEEKEND
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY DOMINATES
REGIONAL TO QUALIFY TO STATE

Justin Carlson |
opinion editor
It was a big weekend for
girls cross country with the
first regional championship in
27 years. WHS had three individual medalists with Payton
Wurtz finishing 2nd, Rebekah
Stuhlsatz finishing 3rd, and
Sophia Castillo finishing 7th.
Regionals were held at
the Tallgrass Prairie Reserve
National Park in Chase County. Heavy rains early in the
morning resulted in a wet and
muddy course that was tough
on all runners. All the girls
reported slower times due to
the muck and misery.
“Nobody ran their best time
because of the mud,” Stuhlsatz
said. “We got excited because
it’s something different that
makes the race exciting. We
just have to focus on not losing
our footing through the race,
but we’ve run in similar conditions during practice so we
were ready for it.”
It was a dominant victory
for the girls with 20 points as a
team and second place getting
44 points. Coach Roger Alderman said “We had four runners
cross the finish line before the
other state qualifying teams
had their 2nd runners finish.”
Wurtz said she is proud of
both her individual and team
performance. “We’ve worked
really hard to get where we are
right now.”
The cross country coaches
poll still lists Wabaunsee as the
#7 team in the state, a ranking
that the Chargers see as extra
motivation. “It’s frustrating
to see the coaches poll where
we’re ranked behind a team
that didn’t even qualify for
state, so I think we have more
motivation to prove them
wrong,” Wurtz said.
Boys Cross Country did not
qualify, but achieved some
solid times. “The boys ran one
of their better meets of the
season, finishing ahead of 3
schools including 2 that had
beaten us previously.” says
Alderman.
The team competes at 10
a.m. Saturday in Victoria.
Stuhlsatz, who is running
at state for the third straight
year, said this time it’s different. “I’m going with the whole
team. It’s the first time the
team has traveled to Victoria
(as state was previously in
Wamego) and I think we’re all
excited to compete.”
FOOTBALL UPSETS CENTRALIA TO
CAP REGULAR SEASON
Eli McDaniel | social media editor
Charger football ended an
exceptional regular season last
week with a dramatic 45-40
win over Centralia.
After surging ahead 21-7
in the first quarter, Centralia
tightened the game to one
possession, 28-20, with five

minutes remaining in the third
quarter. The Chargers converted a turnover into a touchdown
for a 45-28 lead with 11 minutes remaining, but Centralia
wasn’t finished. An 80-yard
touchdown pass and another
score cut the lead to just five.
After failing to control the
ball, Wabaunsee punted with
2:09 remaining, giving the
Panthers a final chance to take
the lead.
Fortunately, the Charger defense held, and a sack on fourth
down sealed the victory.
“It was amazing. I knew that
they were really good. When
we took a knee to run out the
clock it was a phenomenal feeling,” sophomore Zach Frank
said.
Centralia had not lost a
district game since 2017 before
falling to the Chargers. Coach
Jess Rutledge said the victory is
an important milestone for the
team.
“It was huge, they hadn’t
lost a district game in five
years. They had kind of been
that team in the area that a lot
of them strived to beat because
of their success, and it’s huge
for our program to know that
not only can we compete with
but beat teams like that. Especially as we are about ready to
enter into the playoffs.”
A 6-2 record, the Chargers’
first winning season since
1997, would not have been
possible without some outstanding performances.
Senior Cade Oliver threw
for more than 300 yards Friday
again and is very close to having more than 5,000 career
passing yards. Senior Braydon
Meseke got seven catches
for 161 yards and a couple of
touchdowns.
Meseke said, “I’m happy
with how I’ve played this year.
I have a lot of confidence in
myself as well as my team and
that has really helped up my
game. I feel good about playoffs
as well. We are really solid at
every position and when I look
at our team I don’t see a weak
spot, which makes it harder for
teams to plan for us.”
Rutledge had lots of praise
for younger members of the
team as well. “Zach Frank did
a heck of a job carrying the
ball last week as a sophomore.
Tate Deevers leads the team in
tackles for the year as a sophomore. Wyatt Wurtz led the
team in tackles last week with
15 also as a sophomore. Bryton
Reeves obtained his first varsity
touchdown against Horton and
Logan Clark secured his first
Varsity touchdown last week
against Centralia as well.”
The team moves on to the
playoffs, hosting 0-7 Northern
Heights Thursday night.
“If we win on Thursday,
it’ll be the second year in a
row we’ve won in the first
round and it’ll be the first time
in school history we’ve won
playoff games in back-to-back
years.” Rutledge said.

VOLLEYBALL CONTINUES STREAK OF
POSTSEASON SUCCESS
Mayah Mumpower | news editor
The Wabaunsee volleyball
team is going to state for the
fourth year in a row.
To start off sub-state, the
girls took on St. Mary’s. There
was a rough start with a loss
in the first set. The team made
a comeback, winning 23-25,
25-13, 26-24 to advance to the
second round. “My head was
about to explode the last point
of the game. I missed my two
serves previous to that and I
was really scared that I was
going to miss this one,” senior
Sydney Holthaus said.
After a rocky start, Wabaunsee faced Valley Heights in the
semifinals. It was their only
easy victory of the day, winning
25-11, 25-12.
“We just played a lot better
because we were a lot more
relaxed and less nervous now
that we were settled in,” senior
Kara Hafenstine said.
The Chargers blew past the
Mustangs in two sets taking
them to the championship in a
matchup against Herington.
“It was really refreshing to
beat Valley Heights by that
much and it gave us a sense
of confidence,” senior Kaelyn
Conrad said.
After losing the first set, the
girls turned things around and
beat Herington becoming the
sub-state champions, with a
dramatic 24-26, 25-14, 27-25
win.“I was obviously elated
and started crying immediately
after the game was over. It was
like a really big deal, my senior
year to win sub-state on my
mom’s birthday in the home
court like that was the really
cool experience,” senior Lauren
Schutter said.
2A state takes place in
Dodge City Friday and Saturday. The Chargers will take on
Hillsboro, Smith Center and
St. Marys Colgan in Pool 1.The
Chargers will face Hillsboro
on Friday at 3:30 for their first
match. The top two teams from
each pool will move on to the
semifinals Saturday morning.

The Charger volleyball team celebrates after winning the final point of the
sub-state championship against Herington. The win sends the team to its fourthstraight state tournament. Photo by Amy Cassell.

Sophomore Zach Frank rushes against Centralia Friday. The Chargers host Northern Heights Thursday evening. Photo by Dee Glotzbach.

Freshman Payton Wurtz runs down a muddy hill while her grandmother Deanna
Gilbert cheers her on. “My grandparents helped raise me and it’s really great that
they still support me. They haven’t missed a single one on my races,” Wurtz said.
Photo by Justin Carlson. View more photos from this weekend at whscharger.com.
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School board candidates discuss issues facing USD 329
Emma Alderman | editor in chief
As Wabaunsee county prepares to vote for three spots on
the USD 329 school board, the
Charger asked each candidate
about issues facing the district.
Three candidates are vying
for the district 4 seat, and one
candidate is up for district 6.
No candidates are running in
district 5, which means a writein candidate could potentially
be elected. If there is no winner, or if the winner declines
the seat, the board could either
appoint a seventh member or
go ahead with six members.
Responses have been edited
slightly for space. Full interviews will be available online at
whscharger.com.
THOMAS BEGGS, DISTRICT 4
History in the community
and school district: I moved
to Alma from Kansas City five
years ago after we had bought
some land east of town about
15 years ago. Then, when Alex
was transitioning to fifth grade,
we made the move because
that’s when we learned the two
elementary schools would combine. We didn’t know anybody
and the first time we drove
through Alma was on the way
to I-70 when Alex was a baby.
We saw the land auction and
came back out later that week
to look at the property with
Steve Murray and then came
back on Thursday and bought
it. We didn’t know anybody but
one of the first people we met
was Dave Stuewe. He stopped
by one day and introduced himself. I then met Justin Frank
when he helped secure the loan
for the property the day we
bought it.
Children or family in the
district: Both my sons attend
school in the district. Alex is a
sophomore and Duke is a sixth
grader.
Profession and other interests: My wife Heather and I
own a water treatment company in Kansas City and I am
the chief operating officer. I like
to hunt and I own some goats
and chickens.
Why did you decide to run
for school board: I’m from a
family of teachers. My mom
was a biology teacher and my
dad was a counselor. I grew up
in a smaller town near Kansas
City that was a lot like Alma.
I saw from my high school experience how things were and
how things could be changed
for the better. I’ve been living
in Alma for five years now but
I’ve been getting the paper for
15 and I don’t think the direction is bad, but I think it could
be better. I think we need some
new ideas and different ways
of thinking about the whole
education process. So I think I
would bring a different perspective than most because I
am an outsider and I don’t have
any attachments to the community other than the fact that my
kids go to school there — my
business isn’t here and my wife
and I don’t work here. So when
the kids graduate high school
I’m kind of “done” with being
involved, but I believe that a
school district is part of the
community. I think if you want
to keep the small towns and
communities alive you need
to have a strong school and I

think some of the kids there
who don’t go to college will
find employment there which
will benefit businesses if we
have a good school system.
What are the biggest issues facing the board right
now: They’re going to need
to figure out what to do with
all the buildings that they
have. I don’t think that they
can continue and I’m sure
they won’t continue to operate the way they have in the
past. Therefore they’re going
to have to figure out the bond
issue and to figure out a way to
convince people in the community to vote for that bond
issue. You need not just people
who have kids in the school but
the people who own land from
Manhattan or Kansas City that
don’t have kids in school or
business owners.
What are steps the school
should take as far as facilities and future bond issues:
We have these facilities and if
we can’t maintain them then
we need to get rid of them
and consolidate. You just can’t
spend money you don’t have
and you can’t just maintain
things without the money. I
know that the high school is
beautiful but the school’s job
is not to maintain old buildings, the school’s business is to
teach kids. If we have to build
a new school then let’s figure
out a way to do that. As for the
bond issue I think the school
board needs to find a way to
sell the bond issue. They need
to convince people that it is the
right thing to do.
In making budgetary
choices, what particular educational needs of students
will be your priority? I think
that the future is in technology and efficiency and that not
every kid has to go to college
anymore. I work in a private
world and I talk to people
who are not necessarily looking for college educated kids
but people who can learn. So
I think the biggest thing is to
teach the kids how to think and
solve problems rather than how
to regurgitate what they read in
a textbook.
As you have campaigned
and spoken to the community, what are the main
concerns they have voiced to
you? The biggest one I have
heard is the crumbling facilities, especially people with kids
in our school system.
JEROME HESS, DISTRICT 4
History in the community
and school district: I graduated in the class of 1993.
Children or family in the
district: My wife is the third
grade teacher at Alma Elementary School and both of my
daughters attended Wabaunsee
High School.
Profession and other interests: I operate Hess ranch for a
living.
Why did you decide to run
for school board: I decided
to run for the school board
because decent people need to
step forward and serve.
What are the biggest issues facing the board right
now: The budget, and spread
out district are no question
some of our biggest issues.
What are steps the school
should take as far as facili-

ties and future bond issues: I
think that first of all the district
needs to do it’s best with the
resources it’s been given.
In making budgetary
choices, what particular educational needs of students
will be your priority? I think
we need some updated curriculum that we don’t have right
now.
As you have campaigned
and spoken to the community, what are the main
concerns they have voiced
to you? The people in my area
are concerned about taxes and
that’s just above all else.

ASHLEY SEEMATTER, DISTRICT 4
History in the community
and school district: I was born
and raised in Alma. I graduated
from high school in 2007 and
I’ve lived in town all but about
a year of my life. I’ve got three
kids, one of which is currently
attending school at Maple Hill
Elementary school.
Profession and other interests: I’m a registered nurse and
I teach nursing students full
time. I also work labor and delivery part time at the hospital
in Topeka.
I coach softball in the
summertime and I serve on a
couple of nursing councils at
the hospital, one of which is
the research council. I’m also a
part of sigma theta ta.
Why did you decide to run
for school board: I’m really
interested in getting involved
with the school especially since
I haven’t been involved at that
level before. I think I have
some interesting perspectives
I could bring in since I’ve lived
here my whole life and attended high school here. I’ve also
got a healthcare and education background that might be
beneficial to add to the school
board.
Biggest issues facing the
board: I think one of the biggest concerns is talking about
the bond issue and we’re going
to change infrastructure and
how it will look in our communities. It is important to have
many different opinions when
it comes to that. I’m happy to
help figure out how we can
grow as a community and keep
our infrastructure strong. I
think it’s always important to
keep close to our district's educators and coaches that support
education and growth in the
classroom and on the playing
field. I know that currently
getting substitutes is an issue
but I think that issue is in more
than just our district.
Challenges of being on
the school board: I think that
everyone has different opinions
and we need to find a playing
ground where we can agree
or at least agree to disagree
and we can move forward. It’s
important not to stay stagnant.
We have to have a plan and we
have to move towards it and try
to come up with an consensus.
We don’t always get everybody
with the same opinions but we
can at least come to what’s better for the community and the
students and the teachers.
Steps the school should
take as far as facilities and
future bond issues: I honestly think no matter what the
decision is we have to make

that choice as a school board
based on community feedback
and then move forward. We
have to have a really good plan
and then work towards it so
that the community knows
what the plan is and everyone
can be in support of it because
there are no details left out. So
I think that having a very clear
on what the plan is n o matter
what it is because I know there
are a bunch of different ideas
on the laying board. That way
the community knows what to
expect and what they are voting
for.
In making budgetary
choices, what particular educational needs of students
will be your priority? I think
education has to be the priority.
The classroom has to be first
followed by support of sport
programs and then extracurriculars that go beyond that.
Do you have any specific
things you would like to see
addressed if you are elected?
I think the priority has to be
figuring out the bond issue
because I think that is kind of
the big flag that’s up there now.
In doing that though we have
to make sure we keep good
educators in our district. We
also need to keep in mind the
physical and mental health of
our students and not let that
fall through the wayside as the
world is still technically in a
pandemic.
As you have campaigned
and spoken to the community, what are the main
concerns they have voiced to
you? I think the biggest issue
that has been talked about is
the bond and what my strategies are going forward and honestly I need that opportunity to
hear all the different sides and
details because it’s really hard
to read a school board report
and kind of get a good feel for
all the perspectives. I think that
is the concern of most people
because down to the taxpayers
dollars and I think we should
be respectful of people’s money
but also consider what’s best
for the community and keeping
the district going.
TONY CONRAD, DISTRICT 6
History in the community
and school district: I grew up
in Alma and graduated from
Wabaunsee. My wife and I have
lived in Paxico for 16 years.
Do you have children or
family in the district: Yes I
have three girls, a senior at
the high school, an 8th grader
at the junior high and a 3rd
grader at Maple Hill.
What is your profession
and other interests: I drive a
truck and run a route for a living. My interests are watching
my girls compete in multiple
sports, spending time with my
family, camping, boating and
grilling/cooking.
Why did you decide to run
for school board: I was originally asked to run and decided
to serve my community by
fulfilling my civic duty.
What are the biggest issues facing the board right
now: The biggest issue facing
the board is our facilities and
getting them to where they
aren’t such a strain on our
budget.
What are steps the school
should take as far as facili-

ties and future bond issues:
We’re going to have some town
halls at our communities and
meetings with administration/
staff to get input on what our
communities think is the best
direction to go to get a bond
passed. It is important to hear
from all to make sure we are
meeting the needs of our district as a whole.
In making budgetary
choices, what particular educational needs of students
will be your priority? I think
listening to staff and administration is important in making
choices that help our students
succeed. Good communication
with those doing the day to day
tasks is important in making
these decisions.
As you have campaigned
and spoken to the community, what are the main
concerns they have voiced to
you? The facilities and a bond
are the topics that are discussed mostly right now.

THIS WEEK ON
WHSCHARGER.COM
How did students and faculty
answer the questions we posed to
board candidates? Check out the
question of the week..
There were lots of great moments
in Wabaunsee sports this weekend.
View slide shows from each sport
online.
Want a behind the scenes look
at the booming business at Little
Munchkins Pumpkin Patch? Listen
to the Senioritis podcast.
Charger football hasn’t had a
winning season since 1997. Look
back on that team on Throwback
Thursday.
Follow us on social media for continued coverage of Charger sports
in the postseason.
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“The mission of the Charger newspaper and related media is to inform the
students and school community about
relevant issues in a fair, accurate and
timely manner, to advocate for all
students and serve as an open forum for
student free speech.”
Send letters to the editor, story ideas or
pictures to
whscharger@gmail.com or
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