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Gary Keenan and TJ Jenkins 
both returned to the Kansas 
State Fair this year to once 
again show off their chain saw 
art skills.

Keenan has been creating 
wood art for the past 21 years 
and Jenkins for 9 years. They 
attend some other state fairs 
throughout the year together 
too, including the Iowa State 
fair, and then spend the rest of 
the year doing smaller shows 
on their own. Both Keenan and 
Jenkins were introduced to 
wood art in similar ways.

“I lived in the Appalachians 
and up there people would 
just make things. I thought if 
they could do it I’d give it a try 
so I started with a carpenter’s 
chisel and a claw hammer and 
I worked my way up to using a 
chain saw,” Jenkins said.

“I’ve always had an ap-
preciation for art, especially 
sculptures. My friend had a log 
in their yard and a homeown-
ers chain saw so I attempted to 
carve a fish. It was a slow pro-
cess and the result was rather 
crude but I was intrigued with 
the process,” Keenan said. 

While Keenan and Jenkins 
use similar tools while making 
their creations and sometimes 
make similar objects, they 
infuse each piece with their 
own style.

“My trademark piece is a 
hummingbird on a flower and I 
love getting to stylize the leaves 
and grass. It’s not always real-

KANSAS CHAIN SAW MASTERPIECE
Artists sculpt 
wooden creations 
at the fair

Top left: Gary Keenan puts the 
finishing touches on a wooden 
raccoon. Gary plans for this piece 
to be part of a bench. Top right: 
TJ Jenkins works on what appears 
to be a buffalo. “Every time I finish 
a piece I’m always like ‘Wow that 
used to be a log,” Jenkins said.
Left: Keenan and Jenkins created 
more than 15 unique pieces at the 
fair. Photos by Mayah Mumpower 
and Emma Alderman.

istic. Sometimes I make it more 
representational with flowing 
lines and shapes,” Keenan said.

“I am more inclined to make 
folk art pieces which are more 
straight up body pieces like 
standing bears or chickens. 
They aren’t very realistic but 
they’re very whimsical,” Jen-
kins said.

The pieces don’t always 

turn out like expected though. 
Sometimes something will go 
wrong during the process and 
they will have to change their 
plans. 

“There’s my Baby Yoda stat-
ue that is now a pair of owls. 
It was supposed to be Baby 
Yoda until the second cut went 
right into the arm. It amazes 
me every time that I start with 

a piece of wood and end with a 
new creation,” Jenkins said.

All of the pieces made at the 
fair were available for purchase 
at an auction on the last day of 
the fair. All proceeds from the 
auction benefit the Friends of 
the Fair Foundation.



2 THE ROOSTER 09.15.2021

Mayah Mumpower
Scholastic Press Corps

Glenda and Mike Mann 
have been performing their 
Mysteries and Wonders Show 
at the Kansas State Fair for 
more than 20 years. 

The Manns started off 
as musicians performing at 
camps for kids. Glenda plays 
the keyboard and managed to 
teach her husband, Mike, how 
to play the bass despite not 
knowing how to play herself. 
“I knew nothing about guitars 
but I knew how it sounded and 
I knew what note was supposed 
to be played,” Glenda said.

When they decided to start 
performing, their family and 
friends were very supportive. 
Their first performances were 
at schools and fairs.

“There was an opportu-
nity and need so we filled it,” 
Glenda said. 

Mike is a ventriloquist who 
has been studying the art of 
puppetry for more than 20 
years. He learned by checking 
out books on ventriloquism and 
studying for hours.

Glenda, the magician of the 
duo, got her inspiration to do 
magic from her grandmother. 
As a child, she lived with her 
grandmother and remembers 
her doing magic tricks around 
the house with props made by 
her grandfather.

“I lived with them growing 
up and so it was like I thought 
everybody else had funny furni-
ture too,” Glenda said.

Despite not performing 
magic until after her grandma 
had passed, Glenda managed 
to learn some tricks from her. 
“The best hidden secrets of 
magic are hidden in books,” 
Glenda said. 

MAGIC MANN
Magicians bring 
captivating 
performance to 
state fair

Top: The Mann’s performance at the Kansas State Fair 
included a lot of crowd participation. Near the begin-
ning of the show, kids from the audience were asked to 
hula hoop before a magic trick. Although crowd partici-
pation is necessary for these shows, recently they have 
been struggling to get kids up to the stage because of 
Covid-19. Left: Glenda helps teach Hector how stop 
lights work. She reveals that the lights, represented by 
balls, are out of order. Above Right: Mike Mann and 
Hector the Ostrich pose for a picture. Hector enjoys 
watching people walk by him at the petting zoo. Photos 
by Mayah Mumpower. 
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When people think of ninjas, they 
typically think of mercenaries, assas-
sins, spies, or raiders.

At the Kansas State Fair, host 
33-year-old “Ninja Nick”, 20-year-old 
Jay Scott, and 23-year-old Jacob Ran-
ney dedicate their time demonstrating 
to others what it takes to reach this 
level.

As host “Real Ninja Nick” says, 
“The show is basically what anyone 
could think of to make a good ninja. 
This includes parkour, freerunning, 
tracing, breaking, flipping and, of 
course, obstacle courses.”

Performers in the show work to-
gether to do the courses and such, but 
they are from many different places. 
Jacob Ranney has been performing 
for 10  years, and hails from Mas-
sachusetts, while “Ninja Nick” has 
been performing for 12 years and is 
from Iowa. The newbie in the trio, 

Jay Scott, has been performing for 
2 years. He’s from Tennessee, and 
brings a sense of humbleness and 
humor to the group.

“It’s all about faith and confidence. 
I do it for the fans,” Scott said.

Speaking of fans, the Ninja Experi-
ence allows crowd members to join in 
on stunts and joined activities.

When Nick asked the crowd for 
volunteers to break boards, Ellinwood 
elementary school student Gavin 
didn’t hesitate to hold his hand high.

“I was excited; not nervous at all,” 
Gavin said. “This has been the best 
part of the fair.”

Interacting with the kids is a huge 
part of why these performers do what 
they do. “I think the best part, to be 
completely honest, is breaking boards 
at the end with the kids. It gives 
them an opportunity to feel accom-
plished and like they did something 
they maybe never would have done 
before,” Nick said.

BREAKTHROUGH PERFORMANCE

Friendly ninja crew connects with audience

Ninja Nick helps Gavin, an audience member, practice to chop a board by doing a high 
five. Gavin did two high fives before successfully breaking the board. Top right: An 
audience member breaks a board after the show. “It gives them an opportunity to feel 
accomplished and like they did something they maybe never would have done before,” 
Ninja Nick said. Middle right: Ninja Nick chops a flaming board at the beginning of the 
performance as a warm up. Photos by Lauren Schutter.

Ninja Nick prepares Gavin to be involved in a trick with two 
other children. Ranney called it “The Connecticut.” “We 
call it The Connecticut because we are banned from doing it 
there,” he joked. In the trick, Ranney had young Gavin hold 
a hat in the air. Ranney proceeded to do a flip over the three 
children and grabbed the hat in the air.
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Milk. Cow juice. The nectar of life. 
The cool, white drink we all know and 
love. Milk and other dairy products 
are essential to a healthy, balanced 
diet. However, to people like Kari 
Hamilton, milk is more than just a 
nutritional beverage. 

For Hamilton, milk is a profession. 
Hamilton and her “coworker” Daisy 
May have been traveling from school 
to school educating kids about the 
dairy process in their Mobile Dairy 
Classroom.

Daisy May, a Jersey cow, is capable 
of producing six gallons of milk in 
a day. Dairy cows start producing 
after their first calf which they typi-
cally have at around two years old. 
Daisy May is currently three years 
old and has been working side by side           
with Hamilton since they started this 
job a year ago. 

Hamilton taught elementary kids 
for nine years before switching over 
to the dairy education business after 
Covid-19 hit. She said that she and 
Daisy May are one of the twelve Mo-
bile Dairy Classrooms in America, and 
they are the only one in Kansas. 

The presentation given by this 
dynamic duo includes the benefits 
of drinking milk and the process of 
making the milk. For example, she 
explains in-depth the process of Daisy 
May’s digestion and the production of 
the milk in her mammary glands.

The work of Hamilton and her 
bovine in crime are essential in 
educating the younger generation of 
the importance of the dairy industry. 
According to Hamilton, exposing kids 
to careers at a young age allows them 
to expand their ideas of what they may 
wish to pursue when they are older. 
Often, families maintain dairy farms 
throughout generations, which can 
lead to a need for new blood.

Hamilton said she is very happy 
with her job and Daisy May didn’t 
seem too bothered either. “My co-
worker is a cow. She’s the best cowork-
er I’ve ever had.”

LACTOSE LESSONS
Mobile classroom 
promotes importance 
of dairy farming

Dairy educator Kari Hamilton answers audience questions during a presentation at the state fair. Hamil-
ton travels to teach students with the Mobile Dairy Classroom. Photos by Eli McDaniel.

DAIRY FACTS

-One 8-ounce glass of milk 
provides:
• 30% of the daily allowance of 
Calcium.
• 25% of Vitamin D.
• 16% of Protein.
• 11% of Potassium.
• 10% of Vitamin A.
• 13 % of Vitamin B12.
• 24% of Riboflavin.
• 10% of Niacin.
• 20% of Phosphorous.

-Grade A, natural, whole dairy 
milk has more naturally-occur-
ring vitamins and minerals than 
the wannabes (Almond, Oat, and 
Soy milk) with no added sugars.

— SouthWest & SouthLand Dairy 
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Above: Hamilton 
and cow Daisy 
May pose in the 
Dairyland exhibit. 
Hamilton describes 
Daisy May as the 
best coworker she’s 
ever had. Left: Ham-
ilton demonstrates 
the extraction of 
milk from cows. 
Jersey dairy cows 
can produce up to 
six gallons a day.


