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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R
Jackson Havenstein
Arts & entertainment editor

New cheer coach Jordan 
Dunn is trying to get her 
bearings before making any 
changes. 

“I’m just trying to over-
come the learning curve of 
being new and becoming 
familiar with what’s already 
been in place,” Dunn said.

Dunn has lots of praise 
for the team, and sees cheer 
as a big honor for the squad. 
“We are both grateful, and 
honored, to represent the 
Wabaunsee school district and 
it’s community. We recognize 
the responsibility of our uni-
form, and wear our Charger 
colors with pride and integ-
rity. We value sportsmanship 
and teamwork, knowing that 
our attitude, effort, and ac-
tions are what we ultimately 
leave behind in our character 
and our legacy. On behalf of 
the 21-22 WHS Cheer Squad, 
thank you to all who have 
demonstrated their support 
and we look forward to cheer-
ing for our athletes as they 
compete this year.”

What’s your favorite part 
about being a cheer coach?

“My favorite part about 
being a cheer coach, so far, is 
getting to witness and further 
develop the raw talent and 
natural abilities of the indi-
viduals on the team. This was 
especially true at cheer camp. 
If you’ve never witnessed a 
UCA or UDA camp before, it 
is an eye opening experience 
to say the least. It is four days 
of non-stop, grueling activity, 
and I was in complete awe of 
my team’s mental steadfast-
ness, their refusal to give in to 
the fatigue their bodies were 
feeling, and their collective 
determination to embrace the 
opportunity we had to learn 
from some of the best trainers 
in the nation. It was impres-
sive, commendable, and 
earned them my respect and 
appreciation.”

What led to you becom-
ing a coach at WHS?

“I had been offered a posi-
tion as the district’s Pre-K - 8 
school counselor in May, and 
the coaching position came 
about a few weeks later.”

What qualifications do 
you need to have a job like 
yours?

“I think it depends on the 
school. Every coach has to 
receive CPR certification, and 

I’ve had the chance to attend 
a couple of additional cheer-
specific training through UCA 
and KSHSAA. Aside from 
that, it’s mostly just experi-
ence and leadership ability. 
I wasn’t a cheerleader, but 
I was formally trained in 
dance. I danced for 12 years 
in a private studio. There, we 
focused on formal instruction 
and spent our time learn-
ing tap, jazz, and ballet. As I 
grew older, I went out for my 
high school drill team all four 
years, and was made cap-
tain my senior year. My final 
stretch as a dancer was actu-
ally the four years I worked 
for Texas Roadhouse during 
my undergrad program. The 
only area of cheer that I feel 
ill-equipped to coach is stunt-
ing, but I’m learning!”

Where do you see your-
self in five years?

“Not to be boring, but I’d 
honestly like to be in a similar 
place that I am now (plus or 
minus a new hobby or ven-
ture). I already love both of 
the roles that I’ve taken on 
for Wabaunsee, and don’t see 
myself going anywhere else 
in the next 5-10 years unless 
something major took place.”

What’s your favorite 
dinosaur?

“Ooo, fun question! Prob-
ably the long necked kind. I 
loved ‘The Land Before Time’ 
movies growing up, so they 
were always my favorite.”

Are there any major 
changes you are making to 
the cheer squad?

“No, nothing major for 
now. I think it’s smart to get 
to know the system before 
making any shifts in its foun-
dation or structure. There 
may be some in the future 
but for the moment, I’m just 
trying to overcome the learn-
ing curve of being new and 
becoming familiar with what’s 
already been in place.”

Is there anything you 
dislike about being a cheer 
coach?

“This isn’t necessarily 
something that I dislike about 
being a cheer coach, but it is 
something that I am less than 
confident in doing — dishing 
out constructive, unapologetic 
tough love when it’s appropri-
ate. It’s not instinctively in my 
nature and is something that 
I hope to improve upon in a 
major way, both personally 
and professionally this year.”

New cheer coach helps 
squad develop talent

CHEER FUNDRAISER
Join the cheerleaders 3-5 p.m. Friday, October 1 at WHS for a fundraiser. 

Cheer will host a bake sale, garage sale and dunk tank featuring WHS 
coaches and teachers.

Students and community members are welcome to participate.
NHS FUNDRAISER

Join NHS in the commons 7:40-8:05 Friday morning for hot cocoa for $1 a 
cup or coffee for $2.

AJ Grutsch 
Podcast editor

In the scorching heat of the 
sun, the Wabaunsee journalism 
team headed out to conduct 
interviews and get pictures for 
a newspaper competition at the 
Kansas State Fair. 

This year's team included 
seniors Lauren Schutter, Mayah 
Mumpower, Emma Alderman, 
Eli Mcdaniel and Justin Carl-
son. 

Teams competing in the 
Scholastic Press Corps receive 
one day to create a 4-page 
paper about that day’s events 
at the fair. They conduct inter-
views, take pictures, write sto-
ries and edit and design in their 
office at the fair. The newspa-
per is reviewed by judges who 
decide which newspaper is the 
best against more than a dozen 
other schools. This was Wa-
baunsee’s ninth year partici-
pating in the Scholastic Press 
Corps, winning first place in 
three out of the nine years. 

Organizing the event is Todd 
Vogts, the SPC Coordinator 
from Sterling College. Vogts 
believes that the competition 
is an opportunity for some real 
world experience. “For people 
who want to pursue journal-
ism as a career, this shows the 
stress of having a strict dead-
line and little time to churn out 
a newspaper,” Vogts said. 

As the 6 p.m. deadline got 
closer and closer, some of the 
team had struggled to reach 

their assigned word count 
while others struggled to fit 
everything they had wanted to 
say into a smaller story. “Writ-
ing is always the part we dread 
but it’s the part that everyone 
sees,” Schutter said.

For some students, this was 
their first time taking pictures 
with a real camera. “Today was 
my first time ever even holding 
a professional camera,” Carlson 
said.

The Journalists also took 
this opportunity to enjoy their 
time at the State Fair. The 
streets were lined with food 
stands and attractions to play 
or shows to watch. “I should be 
put in jail for how I am mur-
dering this turkey leg,” Carlson 
said. 

After the newspaper team 

had finished their work, they 
agreed that the competition 
was a valuable experience. 
“This event helped me learn 
how to work with a time limit, 
and taught me how to get to 
the point in my stories and 
interviews,” Mumpower said. 
McDaniel said “It's hard to 
make a story with little infor-
mation about the topic.” 

Adviser Brendan Praeger 
was pleased with the team’s 
performance. “They did a great 
job with time management and 
produced some solid stories. I 
was worried because none of 
them had done the competition 
before, since it was canceled 
last year, but they are a solid 
group.

You can view the student’s 
work at whscharger.com.

Senior Lauren Schutter prepares to break a board at the Ninja Experience show at 
the Kansas State Fair. Schutter covered the event as part of the Scholastic Press 
Corps, a journalism competition at the fair. Photo by Mayah Mumpower.

Journalists compete at Kansas State Fair

From left: Seniors Madisyn Havenstein, Justin Carlson, queen Lauren Schutter, king Braden Meseke, Eli McDaniel, Kyndal 
Maike, Cade Oliver and Kara Hafenstine pose with attendants Greyson Gehrt and Ralynn Askren. Photo by Amy Cassell.
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