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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R

Schools are a place where 
students go to be educated. 
Kids go to school, they get 
information crammed into their 
little heads, they go home and 
cry. That is the way our forefa-
thers intended it to be. Schools 
are completely entrusted to 
mold the minds of our youth, 
but some people believe the 
trust is being misplaced. 

As of late, concerned citizens 
across our country have been 
voicing their concerns regard-
ing the teaching of Critical 
Race Theory. Now, “what is 
that,” I hear you ask.

Critical Race Theory (CRT) 

is an academic theory stating 
that racism has been built into 
our legal systems and laws. It 
was thought up in a meeting of 
the minds over 40 years ago at 
Harvard Law School by Derrick 
Bell, Richard Delgado, and sev-
eral other renowned scholars. 

This college-level academic 
theory has been around with 
little attention drawn to it for 
all this time. That was until re-
cently. In the past few months 
there has been an influx of 
claims that CRT is being taught 
in K-12 schools. 

What a ridiculous notion, 
I say, and I’m not the only 
one who thinks so. Our own 
Kansas Board of Education re-
leased a statement this summer 
regarding the teaching of CRT 
in schools. “Unfortunately, 
there are some who are con-
flating CRT with educational 
equity.” The statement goes on 
to say “Critical race theory is 
not a part of Kansas’ academic 
standards and has never been 

a part of Kansas’ academic 
standards.” I think that speaks 
for itself. 

CRT in Kansas schools is a 
ridiculous notion that was put 
down by the Kansas educa-
tion gods themselves. It is my 
personal opinion, as well as the 
KSBE, that “Just as we teach 
our Kansas students to be judi-
cious consumers of informa-
tion, we encourage all Kansans 
to educate themselves on what 
critical race theory (CRT) is 
and what it isn’t.”

This reaction is certainly not 
what our concerned citizens of 
Kansas expected, but I struggle 
to grasp what exactly it was 
that they were expecting. 
Perhaps it is the wish of some 
that we have another situation 
like the Kansas Evolution fiasco 
back in 2005. For those of you 
unfamiliar with the hearings, 
essentially there were individu-
als who had voiced concerns 
over the teaching of evolu-
tion. They did not agree with 

it so they did not want it to be 
taught. The vote passed and 
was not reversed until 2007. 
This decision made Kansas a 
laughing stock of education.

Censoring education due to 
personal opinions is a fool-
ish notion that is nothing but 
harmful to the people being 
educated. Everyone has a right 
to educate themselves and form 
their own opinions on all mat-
ters. 

Now of course it is good for 
adults to be interested in the 
education of children, however 
non-educators should not try 
to control what is being taught. 
Despite what some may be-
lieve, teachers are not indoc-
trinating children to hate our 
country. If you are ashamed of 
the history that is being taught 
then that shows growth. Just 
as people grow, education has 
grown over the years. Today’s 
curriculum is not the same as 
what was taught back in the 
day.
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On the twentieth anniversary of 
the September 11th terrorist attack 
we look back at how some Wabaun-
see High School students commemo-
rated the tragedy.

A year after the September 
11th attack, three FCCLA stu-
dents decided that they wanted 
to create something to com-
memorate the men and women 
who lost their lives that day. 
Lesa Hajny, a member of that 
group, spoke about what the 
process to create that quilt was 
like. 

“When we started our proj-
ect we wanted to do something 
that would be patriotic and 
Larami Garrison, now Mitchell, 
Lacie Stuewe, now Cheely, and 
myself wanted something that 
could be looked back on for 
generations to come,” Hajny 
said. 

The idea for the quilt was 
inspired by a similar one 
that was made for Earth Day 
in 1996 and that currently 
hangs in the Alma Elementary 
School. When the 9/11 quilt 
was made, every student at the 
high school decorated a square. 
The group wanted all the stu-
dents and staff at that time to 
have ownership over it. 

“We were thankful for 
the teachers and staff at the 
high school for giving all the 
students the time to decorate 
their blocks for us. One of the 
problems that we had was lack 
of enough students to have all 
the blocks decorated, so we 
were fortunate that students 
volunteered to make multiple 
blocks so every square was 
decorated,” Hajny said. 

The group put lots of detail 
into the quilt, even going as 
far as to write letters to the 
airlines asking them each to 
donate a set of pilot wings 
which were then attached to 

9/11 quilt hangs in WHS commons 20 years after tragedy
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the quilt. Though they put a lot 
of time and effort into the proj-
ect it ultimately didn’t make it 
to FCCLA nationals, but in the 
end that wasn’t the only goal 
for it. 

“The best part was that the 
quilt allowed everyone to be 
involved and reflect on their 
emotions from that day and 
time following,” Hajny said. 

The quilt still hangs in the 
commons today but that wasn’t 
always the plan. In 2013, when 
FCCLA adviser Diane Breiner 
was originally planning to 
retire, the quilt was moved so 
that the wall behind it could be 
painted. The quilt was offered 
to Breiner as a retirement gift 
but she was unsure of what to 
do with it. When the students 
returned from spring break 
they were shocked to find the 
quilt gone. 

Stephanie Maike was a 
junior at the time. “Finding out 
the quilt was not going to be 
re-hung after the painting was 
done hurt. I vaguely remem-
ber 9/11 but the work and 
memories that the quilt stood 
for meant a lot,” Maike said. 
She helped lead the charge to 
rehang the quilt. 

FCCLA members spent time 
campaigning to have the quilt 
rehung up in the common and 
after speaking to the board they 
were successful. 

“It made me feel amazing 
and I think that it helps show 
the leadership that being in 
things like clubs helps to fos-

ter,” Breiner said.  
Breiner said it’s wonderful 

that the quilt is still displayed. 
“I think it’s amazing that the 
quilt is still hanging in the 
commons as a twenty year 
reminder about what happened 
that day. We should never 
forget.” 

“I still love going back to the 
commons and seeing our hard 
work still being enjoyed. I have 
seen on multiple occasions 
parents showing their children 
which square they decorated 
and hope that they are able to 
feel the pride of being involved. 
It is definitely a sense of pride 
for me,” Hajny said. 

The 9/11 flag 
hangs near the 
entrance to the 
school in the WHS 
commons. The 
flag was created 
as part of an FC-
CLA STAR event 
and features a 
square from every 
student at the 
time. “I think it’s 
amazing that the 
quilt is still hang-
ing in the com-
mons as a twenty 
year reminder 
about what hap-
pened that day. 
We should never 
forget,” FCCLA 
adviser Diane 
Breiner said.

Below: A square 
from the flag 
reads “Let 
Freedom Ring. 
God Bless Us All. 
View more photos 
of the flag at 
whscharger.com.
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KYNDAL MAIKE
KYNDAL MAIKE

Which activities were a highlight 
of your tim

e in high school?
“Cross country because the family 
aspect of it is amazing and it’s always 
a great time with the team. Also FFA 
because of all the trips we go on and 
Davis is such a cool dude.”
What is your favorite m

em
ory 

from
 high school?

“W
hen we were doing Indian file 

during cross country and it started 
pouring so we couldn’t see in front or 
behind us. W

e ended up swimming in 
the 2 feet of water that were in the 
ditches on our way back.”

CADE OLIVER
CADE OLIVER

In a m
ovie about your life, what 

actor would play you and what 
would the title be?
“Dwayne Johnson and it’d be called 
Opposite of Adults”
Which activities were a highlight 
of your tim

e in high school?
“All of the sports I played throughout 
high school because that is where I 
made the most memories.”
What m

ovie or TV series would you 
like to have starred in?
“Any of the Marvel movies” 

MADISYN HAVENSTEIN
MADISYN HAVENSTEIN

What is your favorite m
em

ory 
from

 high school?
“Being stuck in the subway for two 
and a half hours on our way to Nash-
ville and having trash thrown at us by 
some old homeless man.”
What m

ovie would you star in?
“Mamma Mia.”
What is your advice for under-
classm

en?
“If you get your stuff done on time 
then it won’t be so hard in the long 
run.”

ELI MCDANIEL
ELI MCDANIEL

In a m
ovie about your life, what 

actor would play you?
“Tom Holland in The Diary of a 
slightly above average, teenage, 
caucasian, suburban male!”
What are your plans after school?
“W

ashburn or Highland —
 teach-

ing or environmental conservation. 
(Potentially play on the Highland 
Esports team)”
Which activities were a highlight 
of your tim

e in high school?
“Basketball Pep-band and XC Apple 
orchard meets.”

KARA HAFENSTINE
KARA HAFENSTINE

If hom
ecom

ing was a Miss 
Am

erica contest, what social 
issue would you focus on and what 
would your talent be?
“I would focus on climate change and 
helping save the earth, and my talent 
would be doing an impression of the 
Gingerbread Man from Shrek.”
What is one lesson you have 
learned outside of class that you 
will always rem

em
ber?

“Don’t go to a wedding during bas-
ketball season. 

BRAYDEN MESEKE
BRAYDEN MESEKE

In a m
ovie about your life, what 

actor would play you?
“W

ill Ferrell - Not so Semi-Pro.”
If hom

ecom
ing was a Miss 

Am
erica contest, what social 

issue would you focus on and what 
would your talent be?
“I would focus on the Covid vaccine 
and how it is your choice to get it or 
not and pros and cons of both and 
singing would be my talent.”
What is your favorite m

em
ory 

from
 high school?

“Playing basketball at state.”

LAUREN SCHUTTER
LAUREN SCHUTTER

Which activities were a highlight 
of your tim

e in high school?
“Definitely winning state in volleyball 
and track. It’s a cool feeling know-
ing you’re the best in 2A. Also just 
earning that title and the work that 
goes into it.”
What is your favorite m

em
ory 

from
 high school?

“W
hen a bat flew in circles around 

my college English class.”
What are your plans after high 
school?
 “Going home. Showering. Sleeping.”

JUSTIN CARLSON
JUSTIN CARLSON

What are your plans after high 
school?
“Disregard women, acquire cur-
rency.”
What is one lesson you have 
learned outside of class?
“Always salt your pasta while boiling 
it.”
If all your high school m

em
ories 

were played in a m
ontage, what 

song would be playing in the 
background?
 “Entrance of the Gladiators.”


