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T H E  C H A R G E RT H E  C H A R G E R
Emma Alderman | news editor

WHS has hired Kevin Sul-
livan as high school counselor 
starting next school year.

S u l l i v a n 
a t t e n d e d 
Kansas State 
Univers i ty 
to get his 
b a c h e l o r 
and masters 
degree in 
school coun-
seling. He is 
currently the 
counselor at St. Xavier Catho-
lic School in Junction city and 
has also worked at several other 
schools in the area.

Sullivan said he is thrilled to 
join the Wabaunsee faculty and 
to serve its students. “I’m aware 
of Wabaunsee’s rich tradition 
and academic/athletic/overall 
excellence, having served as 
counselor at Riley County HS, 
Manhattan Area Technical Col-
lege and Rock Creek Jr/Sr HS,” 
Sullivan said. 

Sullivan is married to Janeil 
Sullivan who is currently a first 
grade instructor at Riley County 
Grade School. They have 2 kids: 
Maggie and Zach, as well as 4 
grandkids: Shea, Quinn, Brooks 
and Burke. 

Sullivan said his hobbies in-
clude family visits to Lawrence 
and Kansas City, as well as wel-
coming family at his home near 
Riley.  “I also enjoy following 
students’ activities and various 
events throughout the school 
year.” He spends his summers 
mowing yards and painting 
homes in the local area.

“I look forward to continuing 
Mrs. Workman’s established 
practices/programs and over-
seeing WHS students’ educa-
tional/career planning activi-
ties,” Sullivan said. 

New counselor 
excited to join 
WHS staff

Sullivan

Jacob Meseke | sports editor

The track team traveled to 
Lyndon on Thursday for its first 
meet of the season and the first 
meet since the 2019 season.

The team returns two state 
placers from 2019. Jace Reves, 
one of two seniors on the team, 
placed in the 800 meter run. 
Junior Lauren Schutter placed 
in the long jump and was the 
state champion in the triple 
jump. The team also returns 
two more state qualifiers: ju-
nior Madison Schurle qualified 
in the 100 meter hurdles and 
junior Aiden Boeckman quali-
fied in the 4x100 relay and the 
100 meter dash. 

Postseason meets are always 
a focus for the team. 

“Key meets are always: 
League, Regional, and State.  
Some other regular season 

meets that have lots of good 
competition are the Pre-State 
Challenge in Wichita and the 
meet at Burlington,” said head 
track coach Roger Alderman.

With having no season last 
year due to COVID-19, the 
team lacks a lot of experience. 

“We have much less experi-
ence than before.  Jace Reves is 
the only one on the team with 
more than 1 year of HS Track 
experience.  Aiden (Boeck-
man), Justin (Carlson), Lauren 
(Schutter), and Madison (Sch-
urle) each have 1 year of high 
school track and no one else 
has completed a full year of 
high school track,” Alderman 
said. 

Underclassmen will get to 
compete at the varsity level 
right away. “Since there are 17 
boys events and 17 girls events, 
our underclassmen usually get 

to compete at the varsity level 
right away,” Alderman said.

Like all sports this season, 
track will have to adapt to some 
COVID protocols.

“The only thing different is 
the COVID protocols.  We al-
ways train to make everyone 
a better athlete first and then 
work to improve specific events 
so the training is the same.  
The only other difference is 
that State Track will be a 1 day 
meet instead of 2 days,” Alder-
man said.

Having lots of state quali-
fiers will be a big goal for the 
team. “We focus on being our 
best at the end of the season for 
the League, Regional, and State 
Meets.  We hope to qualify lots 
of events for State and compete 
for medals when we get there,” 
Alderman said.

At Lyndon, the girls finished 

with 48 points in fifth place, 
and the boys came in 6th with 
35 points.

“We couldn’t have had a 
more perfect day of weather 
and our athletes took advan-
tage of it. We had lots of good 
times and distances for early 
season, with lots of room to 
keep improving,” Alderman 
said. “Moving forward we need 
to continue to take pride in do-
ing the tough work in practice 
that it takes to succeed. If we 
keep attacking each practice as 
another opportunity to get bet-
ter, we should be in great shape 
when we get to the League, Re-
gional, and State Meets at the 
end of the season.”

The team competes 3 p.m. 
Friday at home. Spectators are 
welcome, although masks and 
social distancing are recom-
mended.

LYNDON RESULTS

Lauren Schutter: Long Jump 1st, 
Triple Jump 1st
Boys 4X800: Jace Reves, Angel 
Trujillo, Wyatt Wurtz, Eli Oliver 2nd
Rebekah Stuhlsatz: 3200 2nd
Jace Reves: 800 2nd
Girls 4X100: Baylie Tharman, Sienna 
Jones, Sophia Castillo, Lauren Schut-
ter 3rd
Boys 4X100: Aiden Boeckman, 
Dawson Schultz, Jace Reves, Angel 
Trujillo 3rd
Boys 4X400: Dawson Schultz, Wyatt 
Wurtz, Eli Oliver, Jace Reves 3rd
Sienna Jones: Triple Jump 3rd
Angel Trujillo: 200 3rd

Boys: 6th, 35 points, 10-5, 
Girls: 5th, 48 points, 11-4

Top: Freshman Sienna Jones triple 
jumps at Lyndon Thursday. Far left: 
Sophomore Eli Oliver competes in 
the high jump. It was Oliver’s first 
high school meet, as last year’s 
competitions were canceled due to 
COVID-19. Left: Junior Justin Carlson 
throws shot put at Lyndon. He threw 
34 feet 4 inches in shot put and 88 
feet 3 inches in discus, improving his 
personal record by more than 15 feet. 
Photos by Danielle Murphy.
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Last week, senior Ryleigh 
Jones celebrated her signing to 
Cloud County Community Col-
lege for softball. “They have a 
good community and I like their 
coach and campus,” Jones said. 

Jones thinks she will bring a 
lot to the team.

“I’m a good teammate to 
have around. I learn well, and I 
pay attention when it matters,” 
Jones said.

Jones is a great leader for the 
softball team right now.

“She’s a senior, definitely 
knows the game, she’s going to 
go out and anything we (coach-
es) ask her to do she is able to 

do on the field, and if we need 
her to show the younger girls 
something she’s able to show 
them,” said assistant coach Gar-
rett Eck. 

“Ryleigh is one of our lead-
ers, one of our captains, she’s 
a really good center fielder, 
and she plays a vital role in our 
team,” said head coach Joe Dee 
Tarbutton. 

In the two games so far this 
season, Jones is batting .500 
with 3 hits, 3 RBIs, and 6 runs. 
As a sophomore, Jones hit .320 
with 16 hits, 7 RBIs, 13 runs, 
and had a fielding percentage of 
.941. 

Jones signs to Cloud County Community College softball

Senior Ryleigh Jones signs to play softball at Cloud County. From left: Sadie 
Hartwich, Shannon Thowe, Ryleigh Jones, Dusty Thowe, Dacey Thowe, Taryn 
Thowe.
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TRACK OPENS SEASON AT LYNDON

WHS enters track season with lack of experience, earns 10 medals at Lyndon


