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Juniors work to provide
safe prom experience

Wrestling enters modified postseason

Senior Derek
Wallin faces a
wrestler from St.
Marys at PerryLecompton. Wallin plaed 6th last
season at state.

Emma Alderman | news editor
Junior class officers are looking at making some
changes to prom to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions.
Junior class president Sarah Vanstory created a
slideshow about the potential plans for prom to give
people an idea of what the class is planning to do. “I
shared my Google Slide presentation with Mrs. Hutley,
Mr. Starnes, and Ray Finley from the county health department so they could review it and discuss it. They
seemed pretty open to my proposal,” Vanstory said.
Her slideshow included a schedule of the events of the
day and what adjustments they are planning to implement to make it safe.
“I think especially since this year’s seniors haven’t
gotten a prom it’s really important to do everything I
can to ensure they get a senior prom,” principal Jan
Hutley said.
One of the biggest changes is there will not be a
meal served due to the location not being large enough
to hold a dinner while also allowing for social distancing. Instead, there will be two hours between pictures
at the courthouse and the start of a promenade during
which students can go get dinner themselves. Attendees will also be required to wear masks which will be
provided by Amy Cassell’s screen printing class.
Another aspect of the night that will look different
this year is after prom. Currently after prom coordinators are working on getting approval from the county
and the school to hold it in the building. They hope to
be able to provide the same attractions as they have
previous years while also maintaining the same COVID-19 precautions students follow during the school
day such as masks and hand sanitizing.
“We have reserved many of the same entertainment
items, such as karaoke, a photo booth, carnival type
activities such as inflatables and a mechanical bull, as
well as others that are still in the works. We hope that
conditions continue to improve in the county so that
with the extra safety protocols we can provide a safe
and fun event for the students,” senior parent Carrie
Magette said.
Despite the changes to some traditions, seniors are
still excited for the event.
“It’s an experience everyone should have, like a
right of passage. It’s a chance to dress up, have fun
with friends and make memories, so I really hope it’s
something that can happen this year,” senior Reagan
Kelley said.
Prom is scheduled for April 17 at Newbury Hall.

Below: Senior
Eli Mumpower
wrestles at Chase
County. Mumpower hopes to
advance to state
for the second
straight year.
Photos by Mayah
Mumpower.

Jacob Meseke | sports editor
Wrestling ended its regular season this weekend with a series of
three home events.
On Thursday, Wabaunsee hosted a quad with Onaga, Hayden, and
Manhattan’s JV. Wabaunsee beat
Onaga in a duel. Freshman Calvin
Magette secured a third period fall
that propelled their win over Onaga.
On Friday, the wrestling team
competed in the Mid-East League
tournament. Junior Marek Boatwright and Senior Derek Wallin were both league champions
in their weight class. Boatwright
in the 113 pound weight class and
Wallin in the 160 pound weight
class. Senior Eli Mumpower got
league runner-up in the 152 pound
weight class.
The team hosted it’s invitational
tournament Saturday.
Due to COVID-19 precautions,
the format of the postseason is dramatically different for wrestling.
WHS competes in its district
tournament noon Saturday at Silver Lake. The top four placers of

each weight class will advance to
the regional tournament at Rossville on February 12. They will face
the qualifiers from the Marysville
district tournament. The top four
placers of the regional will then go
on to the sub-state tournament at
Marion on February 20 to face the
qualifiers from the Eureka regional. Finally, the top four placers will
advance to the 3-2-1A state tournament in Hays on February 27.

Senior Derek Wallin is currently ranked 6th in the 160 pound
weight class by the Kansas Wrestling Coaches Association. Wallin
went 2-2 in the Marysville tournament and got first in their tournament at Chase County on January
9. Senior Eli Mumpower went 3-1
in the Marysville tournament and
earned 3rd place. Mumpower got
second in the tournament at Chase
County.

Opinion | Anime brings people together, not just for weirdos
THOUGHT BUBBLE
Lauren Schutter, Celia Emmert |
guest writers
If you asked the average person at Wabaunsee High School
what they thought about anime,
they’d probably glare at you and
say it’s a weird Japanese cartoon.
They’re only partially right.
Lauren:
When I first started watching
anime, I was in middle school.
My brothers made fun of me, I
hid my Pokémon collection from
my friends, and I felt ashamed
to like it so much. What was
so wrong with this type of cartoon? I wondered this, and as I
got older I drifted away from it.
Recently, thanks to my
friends, I started watching it
again. I love how intense each
show I’ve watched is, and the
abstract-ness of each universe.
It’s completely different than

everyday life, and allows a sort
of escape.
Within my friend group, we
talk about certain animes we’ve
watched together. These shows
have made us so much closer,
and they’ve given us a great and
entertaining way to bond.
Celia: When I started watching anime I would never
talk about it to
my friends, but
now that more
and more of the
people I’m close
to started watching, this topic
now comes up
in daily conversations.
I got into anime
from a recommendation by someone from my
dance studio around the
start of fifth grade. I have
been hooked ever since. The
emotion and story behind
the show is addicting
and I just can't help but

get attached to the characters/
show as a whole. Anime is a
relief from the troubles of life
and is a way to escape into
a new world where any-

thing is possible. It brings my
friends and I together in a way
that others can't understand.
Anime brings a closeness to people. If you see
someone wearing merch,
or someone acknowledges a show, it’s like a
bond. It creates a new
connection
between
people; it just creates a
new way of life.
Sorry if we rambled
on a bit, as Kakashi
Hatake would say,
we “Got lost on the
path of life.”
Illustration by Ryan
Grutsch

“oNLy wEiRd PeOpLe
wAtCh aNiMe.”
We’ve heard this plenty of times, so
we’d like to show you just how many
people you look up to that watch it
(and their favorites).
Megan Thee Stallion: My Hero
Academia, Naruto
Elon Musk: Full Metal Alchemist
Keanu Reeves: Cowboy Bebop
Billie Eilish: Jojo’s Bizarre Adventure
Kanye West: Akira
Samuel L. Jackson: Afro Samurai:
Resurrection (He produced it!)
Megan Fox: Sailor Moon
Zac Efron: Dragon Ball Z
Michael B. Jordan: Naruto Shippuden
Ariana Grande: Spirited Away
Lil Uzi Vert: Naruto
Our Recommendations
• Attack on Titan
• Demon Slayer
• My Hero Academia
• Naruto and Naruto Shippuden
• Blue Exorcist
• Dr. Stone

