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School board votes to close Paxico
Middle School
At the end of the school
year, Paxico middle school will
close. Sixth grade students will
move to the middle school and
fifth graders will return to each
elementary school. It’s a long
overdue change for a district
with lots of buildings that are
becoming hard to maintain. We
just hope the community can
get on board with changes that
will help the district provide a
safe learning space for all students in the future.

VOTE FOR ME

QUESTION
OF THE WEEK

How do you feel about raising the minimum wage to
$15 an hour? How would it
affect you personally?

“A rising tide raises all boats.
Everything will go up as a
result. I will pay more. I resist
wage/price controls. I am in
favor of the free market. Read
Walter Williams!”
Science Teacher Lisa Hull
“That’d be awesome, I don’t
have a job yet but it’d make life
after high school easier.”
Freshman Heather Baker

Winter Royalty lots of fun
Winter Royalty was so much
fun, especially since almost
everything has felt a little off
this year. We are glad to have
had a relatively normal week,
even if we had to make some
adjustments to traditions. We
hope the rest of the year can go
smoothly.

“I like the idea because then
I wouldn’t have to rely on
daddy’s money so much.”
Junior Justin Carlson
“With playing a sport in college I won't have a lot of time
to work and raising the minimum wage would help me so
much because paying for the
rest of my college isn't going
to be easy handling school and
softball.”
Senior Ryleigh Jones

Trump fails to pardon Joe Exotic
Of all of Trump’s failures,
the lack of a pardon for Tiger
King star Joe Exotic is one of
the most disappointing. Exotic,
currently in prison for attempting to hire a hit on his professional rival, was so certain a
pardon was coming that he
had a limo waiting outside of
his prison. Of the hundreds of
pardons to criminals the former
president handed out, Joe
exotic wouldn’t have been the
worst person to let back into
society. #justiceforjoe

Hot Takes is the opinion of the
Charger staff. Send letters to the
editor to whscharger@gmail.com.

THE CHARGER
The Charger is an open forum for
student free speech. Send letters to
the editor, story ideas or pictures to
whscharger@gmail.com. Read online
at whscharger.com or follow
@whscharger on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook. Find Senioritis, the
Charger podcast, on iTunes or at
whscharger.com.
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Snow days are always welcome
It was disappointing that
Monday’s snow day didn’t yield
enough snow to make snow ice
cream. Even though the weather wasn’t as bad as forecasts
predicted, we’re happy when
the district errs on the side of
caution rather than forcing a
bunch of teenage drivers to slip
and slide their way to school.

Government campaign posters for
Raegan Feyh, Bri Devader, and Stanley
Russo. To view the rest of the posters,
visit whscharger.com.
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Boys basketball competes without
starters at Royal Valley
If you look at the scores
from last week’s boys basketball games, it looks like a pretty
rough week. But when you
consider that the entire starting five was out because of an
injury and several players in
quarantine... it was still a rough
week. Still, kudos for the boys
continuing to play hard, and
to coach Christian Ulsaker for
pushing forward and focusing
on the positives. We hope the
varsity experience for underclassmen pays off in the future.

“That’s more than I make,
which would be good for my
car payments.”
Junior Richard Wagner

Emma Frey | editor in chief
Leading up to and following the election there has
been much fuss about the
minimum wage in America.
President Joe Biden is expected to present his proposal
Friday for raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour.
Although there will always
be negative side effects to
changes like these, overall it
will be extremely beneficial
to millions of Americans and
could even help improve the
economy.
Being in high school, I’ve
had my share of minimum
wage jobs and am slowly
working my way up to bigger
jobs. I work a substantial
amount and can support myself, but there are still weeks
I struggle to afford gas. I sit
back and wonder if it can be
so tough for me, it must be
even more difficult for the
college students and single
parents who work the same
jobs I do. Many of them even
need to pick up additional

jobs just to be able to support
themselves. This is a problem.
When some people think
of the minimum wage, they
immediately think of these
jobs as being for high schoolers and not adults who support themselves, and this is
not the case. Many adults,
even those with children,
must find a way to provide
for their families when a
minimum wage job is all they
can acquire at the time.
The minimum wage was
introduced in America in
1938 and started at just 25
cents an hour. This was the
wage that the government
believed a family could feasibly support themselves with
one adult working. Obviously
times have changed, but I
think it’s still entirely too
expensive to live in America
making only $7 more an hour.
The last time the minimum
wage was raised was in 2009.
It’s been more than a decade
and the prices of just about
everything have continued to
increase independent of the
minimum wage.
According to a poll by
NBC, 72 percent of Americans think that the minimum
wage should be enough to
keep citizens above the poverty line. I’d really like to know
what the other 28 percent

thinks is fair, because $7.25
is not cutting it for many
families now.
While concerns that raising the minimum wage will
cause inflation are valid,
prices inflate all the time.
The cost of living has gone
up significantly in the last
11 years, rising 20 percent,
and the minimum wage has
stayed the same. It’s time for
the hourly minimum wage
to be increased, even if it is
not doubled at this time. It’s
unfair to anyone who has to
make a living on $7.25 an
hour to leave it this low. This
is also less likely to occur
when you consider that the
change would come gradually and not all at once. This
would also lessen the blow to
small businesses and shops.
Raising the minimum
wage could also prove beneficial to the economy. In a time
where many businesses are
struggling, this extra money
could boost our economy
greatly.
It’s been over a decade
since the last minimum wage
increase. Raising it is more
than overdue at this point.
It’s no longer possible to support a family working only a
minimum wage job. Even a
few dollars would be a great
assistance to anyone working
these jobs.

“Yes please. I would be able to
afford gas year round, since I
work a seasonal job and don’t
have time to work in the winter.”
Junior Lauren Schutter
“I would love more money but
realistically it would affect our
economy real bad like and it
would be a nightmare.”
Senior Stanley Russo
“Raising the minimum wage
would help out a lot of people
in my opinion as prices in
America have kept rising while
the wages stay roughly the
same.”
Senior Austin Henderson
With the inauguration
Wednesday, what is something you hope the Biden
administration accomplishes
right away?
“Stepping down and letting
Trump be president.”
Freshman Victor Buchanan
“Lower them gas prices.”
Senior Alex Warner
“I haven’t been paying close
attention to politics or the election lately so I don’t have any
expectations.”
Senior Austin Henderson
“Abolish student loans, or
lower college tuitions.”
Senior Melissa Campbell

What was your new year's
resolution, and how is it going after three weeks?

“Exercise more... it’s not going
too well.”
Junior Christian Glotzbach
“Go live on Twitch more often.
It’s going well, I’ve streamed
four hours over the past week
and averaged two viewers per
stream.”
Junior Jacob Daley

