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Most freshmen are happy 
just to see the court or field, 
but the class of 2024 has made 
an immediate impact on fall 
sports teams. Here are a few of 
the freshman stepping up this 
season.

ZACH FRANK, FOOTBALL
Why did you join football?
“My dad played in college, 

and it’s always been in our fam-
ily.”

Is there a big difference be-
tween playing in junior high 
vs. high school?

“Yeah there’s a huge differ-
ence. In junior high as a seventh 
grader we were only playing 
against eighth graders which is 
just one grade, but as a fresh-
man you are going up against 
three grades higher. They are all 
bigger competition, more ath-
letic, stronger and faster.”

Have you improved a lot 
since junior high?

“I would hope so, but I'm 

not really sure.”
How are you contributing 

to varsity?
“Giving them a good look 

in practice so that they can get 
better and win on Fridays.”

Is there any extra pressure 
being a freshman playing with 
the older kids?

“Not really, because all the 
upperclassmen are very wel-
coming, and we all have a cer-
tain friendship where we don’t 
really consider it freshman and 
seniors. We are all one team.”

SIENNA JONES, CROSS COUNTRY
What made you want to 

join Cross Country?
“My dad ran Cross Country, 

and I just thought that it would 
be fun.”

Did you notice a big differ-
ence between running it in ju-
nior high versus high school?

“Yeah, it seems like everyone 
is a lot more supportive in high 
school than in junior high.”

Do you think that you have 
improved a lot since junior 
high?

“Yeah, I was really slow in 
junior high.”

How are you contributing 
to the varsity team?

“I'm the second runner for 
our team.”

Is there a lot of pressure be-
ing a freshman and running 
alongside the older kids?

“I thought that there would 
be, but now that I'm actually 
running with them, no.”

KACI MESEKE, VOLLEYBALL
What made you want to 

play volleyball?
“I really enjoy playing it. It’s 

really fun.”
Is there a big difference be-

tween playing it in junior high 
versus high school?

“It’s a lot faster than it was in 
junior high, and you learn a lot 
more.”

Do you think that you have 
improved a lot since junior 
high?

“Yes!”
How are you contributing 

to the varsity squad?
“I hit front row.”

Is there a lot of extra pres-
sure being a freshman and 
playing with the older kids?

“Not a whole lot.”

BAILEY THARMAN, TENNIS
What made you want to 

join tennis?
“All the coaches and the 

people were really nice, and 
they supported me. I really like 
tennis because you are always 
on your feet, and I just really 
like it.”

Have you improved a lot 
since practices during the 
summer?

“Yeah, especially my fore-
hands.”

How are you contributing 
to the varsity squad?

“I support them and cheer 
them on.”

Is there a lot of extra pres-
sure being a freshman and 
playing alone alongside the 
older kids?

Yeah kind of, because I want 
to be as good as them.”Freshman Sienna Jones runs at the home meet in 

September. The team races at home again Thursday 
afternoon at the Mid-East League meet.

Freshman make immediate impact on fall varsity teams

Five seniors ended their ten-
nis careers at Smoky Valley Fri-
day with an 8th place team fin-
ish at regionals.

Senior Jayna Keller, who 
earned the second singles spot 
on the team earlier in the sea-
son, lost 6-0, 6-0 in a tough first 
round match against the #2 seed, 
Kansas City Christain’s Keira 
Knoflicek, finishing the season 
with a 5-11 singles record. 

“It was a tough draw for Jay-
na, as there aren’t many players 
in the whole state who could 
compete with Knoflicek,” coach 
Brendan Praeger said. Knoflicek 
went on to finish second in the 
regional.

Senior Lily Ogden also fell 
in the first round, after battling 
Smokey Valley’s Logan Spencer 
6-1,6-1. Ogden finished her se-
nior season with a 15-16 record. 
Spencer finished fourth overall. 

“In a normal year the seeding 
would have put that match later 
in the tournament, but Spencer 
just played better. The match 
was more competitive than the 
score indicates,” Praeger said.

Senior Brianna DeVader 
and Junior Mayah Mumpower 
concluded their time as dou-
bles partners in a play-in game 
against Perry-Lecompton, los-
ing 9-7. “Bri and Mayah came 
out really slow. I could tell they 
were nervous. They fought back 
from a 4-8 deficit, and came 
within a point of tying it up, but 
it wasn’t enough,” Praeger said.

Seniors Raegan Feyh and 
Kendyl Bolinder, who were hop-
ing for a second state appear-
ance this year, also ended their 
3-year run as doubles partners 
Friday. They advanced to the 
second round after a 6-4, 6-2 
win over Sabetha, but lost in a 
fight for a spot at state to the #2 
seed, Sacred Heart. They finish 
the season with an 18-12 record.

“They played their best match 
of the season, which was a lot 

of fun to watch, but the Sacred 
Heart team was really strong,” 
Praeger said. It’s especially frus-
trating because in a normal 
year they would still have had 
an opportunity to play for 5th 
place and a spot at state, but the 
changes KSHSAA made ended 
this season early for them.”

Kansas City Christian and 
Salina Sacred Heart finished 
tied for first as a team, with the 
top two spots in both singles 
and doubles.

Wabaunsee graduates seven 
seniors from the squad, includ-
ing four 4-year players. “Tennis 
players are tough to develop 
because most of them come 
in without any experience, so 
it’s huge for a program to have 
some consistency over four 
years,” Praeger said. “This group 
will be really hard to replace be-
cause of their talent, leadership 
and experience.”

CROSS COUNTRY RETURNS TO 
COMPETITION AT RILEY COUNTY

After returning to school 
from quarantine, the cross coun-
try team returned to competi-
tion Saturday at Riley County.

The girls varsity team placed 
8th while the boy’s varsity team 
placed 7th. The boys moved to 
3-15 on the season and the girls 
moved to 6-11. 

Sophomore Rebekah Stuhl-
satz finished in 12th place with 
a time of 22:31. Freshman So-
phia Castillo set a new personal 
record by 2 minutes with a time 
of 25:59 and placed 44th. Senior 
Eli Mumpower had the best 
time for the boy’s team with a 
time of 20:50 and 34th place. 
Juniors Eli McDaniel and Elijah 
Wade both set season bests on 
Saturday. McDaniel finished the 
JV race with a time of 34:26 and 
21st place and Wade finished 
the Varsity race with a time of 
23:05 and 52nd place.

 “After 2 weeks of quaran-

tine, we came back against some 
strong competition at Riley 
County,” said head coach Roger 
Alderman. “It was good to get a 
race in; it had been 16 days since 
we last competed at a meet.”

The team competes again 
Thursday at home in the Mid-
East League meet.

FOOTBALL DROPS TO 2-4
On Friday the football team 

traveled to Jefferson County 
North with everyone back from 
quarantine. The Chargers start-
ed off hot with a 20-8 lead at 
the end of the first quarter, but 
ended up losing 38-20. The team 
is now 2-4 on the season.

Junior quarterback Cade 
Oliver threw for 297 yards and 
1 touchdown. Senior wide re-
ceiver Dawson Schultz had 167 
receiving yards and 1 receiving 
touchdown, with a 95-yard kick 
return touchdown. Freshman 
Zach Frank had an interception 
return for a touchdown, and 
senior Tyler Lohmeyer led the 
team in tackles with 14.

The Chargers will face Hor-
ton at home Friday at 7 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL FACES TOUGH 
LEAGUE COMPETITION

Volleyball traveled to Ross-
ville October 6 to face Rossville, 
without the help of a few quar-
antined varsity players.

The team dropped both 
matches 25-18, 25-10 and 25-16, 
25-22. "I feel pretty good having 
our starting middle and main 
setter back. I feel like the team's 
confidence should go up with 
everyone back," junior middle 
hitter Lauren Schutter said.

With all players back, the 
team faced Riley County at 
home Tuesday night. 

The team dropped both 
matches 23-25, 25-27 and 23-25, 
25-13, 17-25.

Volleyball will play at home 
Thursday for its annual pink out.

Tennis ends season at regionals

INTRO TO ARTINTRO TO ART

Top: Brianna Guinn's Introduction to Art class paint 
science teacher Lisa Hull's house during their first 
hour class. "This is intro, so this is basically so we 
can get to know some drawing, and basically take 
you outside so you can observe perspective," Guinn 
said. Above: The class is working on perspective. "I 
Don't need you to be able to draw perspective 100% 
of the time, 100% accurately, but I want to see that 
you could see it, and interpret it for yourself. We are 
doing watercolors, because I feel like there are a lot 
of times where my students think that painting is so 
scary and one of my painting instructors said 'it's 
just drawing with color,' so they are just moving color 
around with water, because that's how watercolor 
works. So we are just having a good time, getting 
experience. It feels very fresh to go outside and paint, 
open air. So we are going to take that tradition and 
have a good time with it," Guinn said. Photos by 
Brendan Praeger.

Freshmen Alex Beggs and Tyler An-
derson paint a house during Intro 
to Art. Senior Clayton Lawton said 
the class chose the house primar-
ily because of its proximity to the 
Alma Bakery and Sweet Shoppe. 
The class hopes to display their 
finished creations for the public.


