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Half of WHS squad
places at regional
tournament

OPINION

Wrestlers
deserve fan
support

Hannah Mumpower
@Hlmump01

Juniors Eli Mumpower, Derek Wallin and
Alex Warner all managed to punch their tickets to the State Tournament after competing in
a tough regional at Council Grove.
Mumpower placed 4th in the 145 pound
weight class. After falling to Colby Smith of
Effingham, Mumpower was sent to the blood
round on the consolation side of the bracket.
He defeated Jonathan Heckman of Burlingame
to advance to the 3rd place match and secure
his spot in the State Tournament. Mumpower
fell to Abram Huaracha of St. Marys by decision. Mumpower will head into State with a
record of 28-13.
“I’m just going to work as hard as I can this
week,” Mumpower said. “Whatever happens,
happens.”
Warner also brought home a 4th place finish
at 152 pounds. He came out of the first round
with a bye and fell to Corey Catron of Rossville
by major decision. Warner then battled back
through the backside of his bracket, defeating
Mickey Mullican of Osage City, Tabius Ballman
of Horton and Colton Schulz of Effingham to
land himself in the 3rd place match where he
fell to Caleb Lisk of Mission Valley by decision.
Warner heads to State with a record of 12-10.
“It was great,” Warner said of winning the
blood round match that would send him to
State. “I was surprised.”
Wallin, who wrestles at 160 pounds, drew a
bye in the first round and then pinned Gunnar
Koontz of Effingham. He then pinned Dylan
Smith of Maur Hill to land a spot in the championship match. Wallin fell to Luke Horn of
Wathena-Riverside in the championship match
to bring home a strong 2nd place finish and secure his spot at the State Tournament. Wallin’s
record stands 28-8.
“We were pushed harder in practices this
year,” Wallin said. “More than we usually were.
The coaches held us to a higher level. At first,
making it to State was no big deal, but the day
after, I was pretty excited.”
"Derek and Eli did what they were supposed
to do, both becoming state qualifiers for the
first time," wrestling coach Joey Heersche said.
"Alex wrestled above his potential, he just flat
out wanted it more than his opponents. We ex-
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STATE BOUND

Junior Derek Wallin wrestles at the regional tournaJunior Alex Warner wrestles Saturday at regionals.
ment in Council Grove. Wallin placed second, securing "He just flat-out wanted it more than his oppoa trip to state. Top: Warner, Wallin and Mumpower.
nents," coach Joey Heersche said.
After missing the state tournament last season, half
of the Charger wrestlers are headed to state this year.
Photos by Hannah Mumpower and Mayah Mumpower.
pect all three of them to wrestle their heart out
and win a couple of matches at the state tournament, maybe even bring home a state medal."
The tournament marked the end of the season for wrestlers Frank Gilbert, Jackson Havenstein and Marek Boatwright.
The State Tournament will be held in Gross
Memorial Coliseum in Hays, with competition
beginning on Friday. The opening ceremony
will begin at 9:45 am and wrestling starts at 10.

Junior Eli Mumpower wrestles Saturday. Mumpower
enters state with a 28-13 record. “I’m just going to
work as hard as I can this week,” Mumpower said.

FCCLA students qualify STAR events to state
Kendyl Bolinder
@Bolinderkendyl
FCCLA students recently participated in district elections and
STAR Event competitions.
Two students ran for district
offices this year. Freshman Annie
Wright was elected as the alternate
Vice President of STAR Events
and sophomore Kaelyn Conrad
is the District D Vice President of
Public Relations. Conrad’s new responsibilities include running the
district’s Instagram page as well as
writing monthly newsletters.
Conrad was eager to run for an
office this year, as she wants to be
as involved as possible in the program.
“I’ve run for the last two years.
Because I’m very passionate about
the FCCLA program and enjoy
making decisions for it,” she said.
Conrad is among 20 WHS students who will take their STAR
Event’s to the state competition in
April. She and sophomore Madisyn Havenstein created their Helping Hands star event, where they
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created care baskets for young
children recovering from surgery.
They made baskets consisting of
coloring books and pencils, cups
with reusable straws, and teddy
bears. They then delivered them to
patients at the Topeka Ear, Nose &
Throat surgery center.
“Their reactions were so cute!
One kid even started crying,” Conrad said.
“After we gave them out, we
both felt really good, because it
just felt good giving back to the
community and being able to help
others heal,” Havenstein said.
Also taking their STAR Event
to state are seniors Macy Falk
and Kaytlyn Meseke. They competed in food innovations, with
the task of creating a plant-based
traditional dinner entree. They
decided to make a bread bowl and
vegetable soup, which they called
“VegetaBOWL Soup.” They made
it twice, then asked people to taste
and evaluate it. To prepare for the
district competition, they created
packaging, a name, figured out all
the nutritional information, and

Madisyn Havenstein and Kaelyn Conrad pose with their STAR event materials.
STAR (Students Taking Action with Recognition) Events allow FCCLA students
to complete projects and compete with other students around the state. Havenstein and Conrad made baskets for children recovering from surgery for the
"Helping Hands" event. They will compete at state later this semester.
prepared a presentation for the sponsor Keeley Reddick said. “I’m
judges.
so proud of their hard work and
“It is very exciting to be tak- dedication to their projects. We
ing 20 students to compete at state hope to qualify everyone for nathis year for our chapter,” FCCLA tionals this summer.”

Here at Wabaunsee High, you may
think that we are a very supportive
community to all of the many activities offered here, but that is not the
case. Some activities garner a large fan
base, such as the volleyball team and
the basketball teams, whereas some
activities become altogether forgotten
by the greater part of the student body
and surrounding community — specifically the wrestling team.
While the wrestling team may only
boast six members, what they lack in
numbers, they make up for in might.
Just this past weekend, three of the six
members qualified for the state tournament. The sad part of this joyous
occasion was the fact that, aside from
direct family members and administrators, there were few spectators in
Wabaunsee’s fan club. This is a little
concerning considering the fact that
the regional tournament was held in
Council Grove, which is a short drive
compared to many of the trips that
other athletic teams travel for postseason competitions.
It is understandable that people are
frequently busy on the weekends and
that it is difficult to make it to every
single meet or event, but the wrestling
team works hard and deserves community and school support.
It is time that we as a community
step up and support the wrestling
team, regardless if we understand
everything that’s going on or not. It
would be nice to see a large fan section for Wabaunsee Wrestling this
weekend in Hays, however, if this
season is any indication of the community support of the wrestling team,
it would not be a surprise if the few
faithful fans were the only ones in attendance at the State Tournament.
Sometimes it is just the presence of
a familiar face that is enough to give
an extra confidence boost. As a competitor in multiple sports, I can say
that my adrenaline is always boosted
when I can hear encouragement and
cheering. The louder, the better.
All this being said, I am not bashing any other teams here at Wabaunsee, nor am I targeting community
members. I am just trying to spread
awareness of the fact that some successful athletes are not being supported in the same manner that others are
here at WHS. I hope this article will
motivate people to at least attempt to
support the wrestling team. I’m not
saying you should drop everything
and learn all there is to learn about
wrestling, but attempting to attend
a couple meets each season would
mean a lot to the wrestlers and hopefully encourage more youth in the
community to consider wrestling.
Wrestling is a mentally and physically
tough sport that can teach a person
a lot about respect, hard work and
discipline. Everyone should give it a
chance.
You never know, you just might
enjoy watching it and cheering on the
Chargers. The 3-2-1A State Wrestling
Tournament will be held at Gross Memorial Coliseum in Hays beginning
with an opening ceremony at 9:45 am
Friday. Wrestling will start at 10.

