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AES PTO to host 
Donkey basketball

The Alma Elementary School 
PTO is hosting a donkey basketball 
game at 7 p.m. on January 27 in the 
WHS old gym. “We’ll use the mon-
ey for the teacher’s fund to use for 
supplies and for different activities 
throughout the year,” PTO member 
Brandi Miller said.

Donkey basketball features players 
riding donkeys while playing. One of 
the teams includes of USD 329 fac-
ulty members and another team con-
sists of community members and is 
captained by Karen Wright. Frank’s 
Plumbing and Heating workers will 
work as pooper scoopers. “I’m not 
looking forward to playing and em-
barrassing myself,” Miller. said. 

Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 
at the gate.

whscharger.com

Kendyl Bolinder
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“Don’t lose your beans, because 
ole’ John’s coffee service always de-
livers,” is John Erikson’s advice for 
WHS staff members in need of a 
caffeine fix in the mornings.

John Erikson is a special needs 
student who graduated with the 
class of 2017, but is still attend-
ing WHS as a part of transition to 
work, where he learns career skills 
that he will use to support himself 
in the future. Erikson’s many activ-
ities include helping out in screen 
printing classes; practicing life 
skills, like cooking; volunteering 
in both the high school and pub-
lic libraries; handling the school’s 
recycling; doing janitorial work at 
the elementary and high schools; 
and spending the afternoons do-
ing maintenance and dietary work 
at the Alma Manor. 

One of Erikson’s recent projects 
has been a huge hit. Erikson start-
ed a coffee bar in the mornings 
for staff members, which includes 
a variety of coffees, hot 
chocolates and teas. 
He carries around 
a clipboard, tak-
ing staff mem-
bers’ orders. 
He then 
brews and 
mixes each 
p e r s o n a l -
ized order, 
and delivers 
them. 

John’s Cof-
fee Bar has re-
ceived a lot of 
positive feedback and 
support. Wabaunsee’s FBLA 
club has made contributions, in-
cluding 13 pounds of coffee. He 

has received donations from many 
people and organizations, such as 
StuCo, the boys basketball team, 

and the screen printing class-
es, which designed and 

printed an apron for 
Erikson to wear 

in the morn-
ings. 

“[The do-
nations] cer-
tainly mean 
a lot to me. 
It really helps 
us out, since 

we are on a 
fixed budget 

here,” Erikson 
said. 
Special education 

teacher, Christian Ulsaker has 
noticed positive changes in Erik-
son. 

He said, “From a professional 
standpoint, social and emotional 
skills are on the rise for John... Just 
as a person, I think that it’s always 
good for people to have commu-
nication skills, so this is very good 
for John.”

Ulsaker also mentioned that 
they have plans to continue the 
coffee bar for future students in 
similar situations, and Erikson is 
just the first of many.

The coffee bar has been ben-
eficial for Erikson in many ways. 
He is learning organization and 
life skills, and his confidence level 
has skyrocketed according to spe-
cial ed teacher Diane Breiner, who 
works closely with him. Erikson 
loves seeing the smiles on peoples’ 
faces when he brings them their 
drink in the morning, and the way 
it makes him feel important.

“I've seen a difference in his 
demeanor. He’s proud of himself, 
he's friendly and happy. He roars 
in here every morning and puts 
his apron on. It’s just awesome,” 
Breiner said.

John's Coffee Delivery helps develop work skills 

John Erikson receives 13 lbs of coffee from FBLA club members Adam Miller, Laurel Barber and Falisha Willier, while 
wearing apron donated by screen printing class. Erikson has a coffee service for faculty as a part of transition to work. 
"I think that this is a very good opportunity for him to go out and interact with teachers to start with," special education 
teacher Christian Ulsaker, also pictured, said, "but to also get him up, around and moving."

Erikson pours freshly brewed coffee 
as he makes custom order for  staff 
member. Photo by Cody Lohse.
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Student teacher Cody Lohse 
will be joining WHS for the spring 
semester. Lohse will be teaching in 
Brendan Praeger’s English, drama, 
and journalism classes. Here are 
some things to know about Lohse.
HOMETOWN

Lohse grew up in the small 
town of Dover. He attended Mis-
sion Valley High School and grad-
uated in 2005. “You tell people 
you’re from a town of about 45 and 
they ask hundred or thousand. I’m 
like ‘no, period.'" 
LOHSE ENJOYS LEARNING

Following his high school grad-
uation, Lohse has only spent one 
year not attending a college. At the 
moment, he is attending his third 
college and working to complete 
his fifth certification since gradu-
ating. Lohse’s degrees include an 
associates in applied studies and 
visual design and a bachelor of arts 
in contemporary journalism and 
film from Washburn University, 
and a Masters of photojournalism 
from the University of Missouri. 

He is currently working to 
complete a masters in curriculum 
and instruction from Kansas State 
University. “You never have to pay 
your student loans back if you just 

don’t quit going to school,” Lohse 
said. He enjoys learning and tries 
to learn new things every day. “I 
play multiple instruments so I’m 
learning that stuff, working on 
photo and video, I’m an uncle now 
for the second time and learning 
about that,” Lohse said. Along with 
learning, Lohse also enjoys teach-
ing. He helps with Mission Valley 
teaching band and working with 
kids, and hopes to continue doing 
so. 
A PASSION FOR MUSIC

Lohse has been involved in mu-
sic all of his life, even his family has 
a history in music. In high school, 
he participated in jazz band, con-
cert band, drum line and more. 
His favorite type of music is death 
metal or death core. “The heavier 
the better,” Lohse said. In college, 
he even wrote a research paper on 
whether listening to heavy music 
promotes violence and came to the 
conclusion that it does not. While 
he enjoys music, he is a passion-
ate country music hater. “Most of 
them don’t even write their own 
songs,” Lohse said. Lohse has trav-
elled to many concerts and has 
even met some of the bands. “Mu-
sic is an outlet for people,” Lohse 
said. 
JOURNALISM AND OTHER HOBBIES

Some of Lohse’s other hobbies 

include journalism and photogra-
phy. He likes to write stories about 
environmental topics, and wrote a 
story about climate change affect-
ing invasive species in the United 
States. Lohse’s favorite story he has 
written was following his friend’s 
band. “The idea was to see a day 
in the life of a rock star. You follow 
him and he’s eating and working 
on equipment. It isn’t all the glitz 
and glam you imagine it to be,” 
Lohse said. 

Lohse enjoys photography and 
shoots an array of different sub-
jects, ranging from concerts he 
attends to weather and environ-
ment. He also has a large collec-
tion of baseball cards and is cur-
rently learning to speak Mandarin. 

THE BEARD
Yes, the beard is a Mission Val-

ley thing. “It was kind of a thing 
that that’s how you marked leav-
ing childhood. For events like FFA 
and FCCLA you had to be clean 
shaven,” Lohse said. Following 
his high school graduation, Lohse 
joined a band who agreed to grow 
out their facial hair, and the beard 
just stuck. Lohse’s beard is now 14 
years old. 
FUTURE CAREER

Following college, Lohse in-
tends to be a journalism teacher. 
He hopes to one day work up to a 
community college teaching level, 
continuing to teach the things he 
is most passionate about.

Lohse brings experience, enthusiasm to student teaching

Student teacher Cody Lohse teaches English 1. Lohse is teaching English 1 and 
3, journalism and drama for the spring semester. Photo by Laurel Barber.
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USD 329 Board of Education is 
hosting a town hall meeting to in-
form citizens about bond options and 
respond to questions and concerns 
from the community.

The town hall meeting, 6 p.m. Jan-
uary 28 in the WHS commons, will 
be a roundtable discussion where 
patrons will be able to listen to posi-
tive and negative concerns for each 
option, tax impact, clarification on 
bond process, time line for the bond 
and information on conditions of 
buildings and budget. 

The commons will be split into 
four sections of two board members. 
Each section will be 15 minutes and 
patrons have the opportunity to lis-
ten and ask questions. Three of the 
sections will focus on each option, 
option 10, 12 and 16,  and the other 
will be primarily for the importance 
of the bond.

Option 10 is a PK-12 building in 
Alma, where athletics will be kept, an 
attached campus and no modulars. 
The cost of the bond is $30 million, 
but approximately $13.5 million is 
the cost of bond after savings. 

An $8 million bond, option 12, 
includes renovating the old WHS 
building, a PK-5 in Alma, 6-8 in 
Paxico, no modulars and upgrades to 
the junior high and WHS gyms. The 
cost of bond after savings is approxi-
mately $2.3 million. 

Option 16 is a $24 million bond 
that includes a PK-6 in Paxico, 7-12 
in Alma, rebuild all but new WHS 
building, no modulars, new voca-
tional areas and attached campus for 
security. For option 16 the cost of 
bond after savings is approximately 
$11.6 million. 

At the last board meeting, mem-
bers made it clear that a bond is im-
portant for the future of the district. 
If a bond is not passed the board 
members they will have to take mat-
ters into their own hands and poten-
tially shut down schools. “Patrons 
please come and help us make im-
portant decisions about our schools,” 
superintendent Brad Starnes said.

More information on the bond 
and the meeting is available on 
usd329.com.

BOE to address 
bond questions 

at town hall


