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OPINION

Daily Pledge 
of Allegiance a 
waste of time

Every day we begin school with 
a moment of silence and the pledge 
of allegiance. Everyone stands, and 
places their right hand on their 
heart. We then recite the words that 
pledge our loyalty to the greatest 
country on earth. 

This is a giant waste of time.
First of all, I should make it 

clear that I don’t hate America. The 
pledge of allegiance was written in 
1892 by a minister named Francis 
Bellamy. He originally hoped that 
the pledge could be used by any cit-
izen in any country, but this was not 
how things played out. The words 
were changed in 1923 to be specific 
to the United States. 

Now, in the present day, America 
is the only country to say its pledge 
daily besides North Korea. Not a 
great look for us.

The sentiment behind the pledge 
of allegiance is very strong. It is a 
symbol of loyalty to your country, 
and therefore carries importance. 
But, do we really need to say it daily 
in order to have loyalty to America?

The pledge of allegiance is some-
thing that many Americans have 
said almost every day since kinder-
garten. In many states, including 
Kansas, law requires it to be said in 
schools every day. The purpose of 
this, presumably, is to reinforce the 
ideals stated in the pledge over and 
over again. The idea is to increase 
student’s patriotism, but this rou-
tine can begin to do the opposite. 

When something is done daily, 
no matter what it is, it can lose im-
portance over time. Not everyone 
says the pledge everyday anyway — 
lots of people just stand for it. You 
don’t have to say the pledge every 
day to mean it or to be loyal to your 
country. The words have meaning, 
but being said every day they just 
become something we say without 
paying attention to the words or 
with a second thought. 

The pledge, while being an im-
portant part of what it means to be 
American, should not be required 
to be said by students every day. 
There are better ways to use our 
time in school than this. But the 
pledge doesn’t need to be meaning-
less, it could be important.

The pledge should be reserved 
for special events like graduation 
or prior to voting when we have a 
reason to reflect on our patriotism, 
it doesn’t need to be a daily occur-
rence. Things like wedding vows 
and confirmations are not restated 
daily. They are significant because 
they happen at important times.

If the pledge was reserved for 
special occasions like other events, 
it would be more meaningful and 
people would stand with pride for 
their country and truly mean the 
words that were said. 
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Senior Luke Stuhlsatz and ju-
nior Bernice Poulter had the op-
portunity to play in the K-State All 
Star Marching Band at the first K-
State home game August 31.

“To get into the band we had 
to be nominated by Mr. Philbrook 
and fill out some forms,” Poulter 
said. “Then we had to be chosen 
by the directors of the band. We 
were sent the music after we were 
accepted into the band. We had to 
learn it before hand and mark it 
with our movements in the march-
es.”

Band participants had to learn 
six different songs in anticipation 
for the event. Poulter and Stuhl-
satz were among 170 high schools 
students selected to participate in 
the K-State Marching Band. Par-

ticipants attended rehearsals Fri-
day evening at Memorial Field and 
Saturday afternoon at Bill Snyder 
Family Stadium prior to the game.

“The best part was marching,” 
Stuhlsatz said. “The overall atmo-
sphere was incredible. The doctors 
where alway nice and college stu-

dents helped you out a bunch.”
Rehearsals were held Friday 

evening from 6-10 p.m. and Sat-
urday afternoon from 1p.m. to 
2:30p.m. They practiced marching 
and rehearsed their six songs. They 
also had the opportunity to march 
with the K-State marching band 
for one song and the K-State alum-
ni band for the last three songs.

“It was a really amazing experi-
ence,” Poulter said. “I think anyone 
who is even a little interested in be-
ing in a marching band in college 
should consider doing it.”

Anyone interested in participat-
ing in next season’s K-State All Star 
Marching Band should contact Mr. 
Rogers.

“I hope more people will try it 
next year because it's really, really 
fun,” Stuhlsatz said.

Students play in KSU All-Star marching band

Poulter and Stuhlsatz pose with '19 WHS graduate Jessica Vanstory, now a 
member of the K-State band. “It was a really amazing experience,” Poulter 
said. Photo courtesy of Jaime Rogers.

SISTER ACT
3 sets of sisters create a family atmosphere for WHS tennis team
Kaytlyn Meseke
@kaytlyn_nelle

At the tennis courts, it’s com-
mon to hear loud arguments about 
who is driving home or laughter 
about something that occurred at 
the dinner table the previous night. 
With three sets of sisters on the 
team, including two sets of twins, 
it’s definitely a family atmosphere.

All three pairs got a chance to 
play doubles together this season 
to try out their sibling telepathy.  

FEYH SQUARED
Junior twins Karlee and Raegan 

Feyh make up the Feyh Squared 
team. 

Feyh Squared have different 
opinions on playing with each oth-
er.  Karlee prefers to play with Rae-
gan because of her ability in tennis, 
but Raegan only enjoys playing 
with her for her change in attitude.  

“Whenever we play together, 
that is the only time she is nice to 
me,” Raegan said.

The Feyh’s got a chance to play 
together for the first time Septem-
ber 16 at Chapman, going 1-2.

If given a choice Raegan said 
she would choose to play with her 
normal partner, Kendyl Bolinder.

“It helps that we are friends 
outside of tennis,” Bolinder said. 
“So when we mess up we feel more 
comfortable with each other. She 
is also really good motivation be-
cause she feels sad when I get down 

on myself, so it reminds me to stay 
positive.”

The twins find it easier to get 
mad at each other since they are 
sisters and that can make it frus-
trating while playing.

“We get mad at each other and 
it’s not fun to play when your team-
mate is mad at you,” Karlee said. 

THE RATT PACK
The Ratt Pack consists of identi-

cal twin sophomores Hannah and 
Abby Ratts. This season they have 
spent most of their meets playing 
together. 

Hannah and Abby refused to 
play with each other last season, 
but coach Brendan Praegar had 
them play together in the last JV 
meet. Praeger said they competed 
very well that meet, and their bick-
ering was good natured.

“At first I thought it was coun-
ter productive, because it definitely 
sounds like fighting. But when you 
watch them play you can see their 
energy and how well they push 
each other,” Praeger said. “They’re 
scrappy and they never give up on 
a point, and I think a lot of that is 
because they don’t want to be the 
one who makes a mistake.”

After a successful outing last 
year, Hannah and Abby changed 
their minds about playing togeth-
er this season.They said that they 
both enjoy it, but it can sometimes 
be tough to play well with each 
other. 

“She can be annoying. She can 
talk too much, yell at you and just 
be too loud,” Abby said. 

The two are known for getting 
upset at each other while in a game, 
but Hannah isn’t bothered by it.

“I love when we have a good 
time on the tennis court and when 
we argue because I think it’s funny,” 
Hannah said. 

It doesn’t always seem like they 
can agree on the court, but they 
can agree on the fact that they like 
playing with each other. 

“She’s good at tennis. She can be 
aggressive and knows how to hit 
the ball at people,” Abby said.

Assistant coach Brandi Miller 
agrees with Praeger that they make 
a good team. She likes that Han-
nah and Abby consistently try their 
hardest.

“They always work hard when 
participating in drills or playing a 
game,” Miller said.

The Ratt Pack compiled a 5-6 
varsity record this season, a solid 
mark for the inexperienced pair of 
sophomores. They also went 3-1 at 
a competitive Baldwin JV tourna-
ment, good for third place.

DEVADER DUO
The DeVader Duo isn’t a twin 

pair like the other two, but is a sis-
ter team of senior Morgan and ju-
nior Brianna.

After playing volleyball for 
three years, Morgan decided to 
double up and try out tennis this 

year. Brianna returned to WHS 
this year from a year at Washburn 
Rural and went out for tennis. 

“It’s a great bonding time for us. 
The whole point of coming back to 
WHS was to be with her, so I love 
that we can play together,” Brianna 
said. 

“You can tell they are super ath-
letic and they picked it up quickly 
for it being their first year,” Prae-
ger said, “The first varsity meet I 
took them to they competed well 
together, they communicated and 
were aggressive.”

The Devader Duo went 3-0 in 
their only varsity meet this year.

“I wish I would have had them 
together for a couple more years” 
Praeger said. “They were com-
petitive right away, so I think they 
would have made a huge impact 
with some experience. Bri should 
definitely compete for a varsity 
spot next season.”

Morgan said that they both 
don’t like to mess up and always 
have to think they are right. It can 
make playing together difficult, 
but the DeVaders like to keep the 
mood light hearted. 

“We joke around a lot and we 
feel comfortable playing with each 
other,” Morgan said.

Like the Ratt Pack, the DeVader 
Duo enjoys playing with each oth-
er. Brianna said that she couldn’t 
imagine having a different partner.

From Left: Karlee Feyh, Raegan Feyh, Morgan DeVader, 
Bri DeVader, Abby Ratts, Hannah Ratts


