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WHS added three new elective 
classes to this year’s schedule, Earth 
and Space Science, Business Law 
and Intro to Computer Science.

Intro to Computer Science, 
taught by Amy Cassell, is new to 
WHS due to a grant through Ama-
zon Edhesive. This course can be 
a semester or year-long class and 
can be taken up to three years. 
With each subsequent year, stu-
dents will be involved in more ad-
vanced programs. Students in Intro 
to Computer Science learn coding 
in their first year through an on-
line program called Code Sculptor. 
There are eleven students currently 
enrolled in Intro to Computer Sci-
ence.

“It’s fun and easy if you know 
what you’re doing,” sophomore Ja-

cob Daley said. “I’m looking for-
ward to learning different languages 
of code and learning to code video 
games.”

“The students are doing surpris-
ingly well so far,” teacher Amy Cas-
sell said. “They come in ready to 
work and seem to enjoy it.”

Earth and Space Science has been 
added back to the list of electives at 
WHS. In this course, students will 
explore geology, oceanography, me-
teorology and astronomy as well as 
theories over plate tectonics, and 
the formation of Earth, our Solar 
System and the universe.  Teacher 
Brandi Miller hopes to take her 
class of ten to the Cosmosphere and 
Strataca Salt Mines in Hutchinson.

“It is good to give students an-
other science elective,” Miller said. 
“There was room in the schedule 
and we thought Earth and Space 
Science would be a good option.”

Another class returning to the 
WHS schedule is Business Law, 
taught by Jeron Weisshaar. Business 

Law was added due to a change in 
requirements to graduate. Comput-
er Applications, previously a class 

required to graduate, was dropped 
from the list of graduation require-
ments and is now only offered once 
in the class schedule. This opened a 
class period and Business Law was 
reintroduced to the schedule.

“There were a few options of 
which to choose from to add,” 
Weisshaar said. “But with the cur-
rent state approved Business Path-
way, it was the only one that really 
could be added.”

There are two students enrolled 
in Business Law. Topics discussed 
in Business Law include ethics, civil 
and criminal law, the court system, 
and contracts.

“I’m glad Business Law was add-
ed this year,” senior Falisha Willier 
said. “I’m interested in Law as a ca-
reer and this class could help in the 
future.”

WHS offers new science, business, technology courses

Kendyl Bolinder
@Bolinderkendyl

Starting school with a bunch of 
unfamiliar faces can be intimidat-
ing. Getting to know the new staff 
members might help relieve some 
of the nerves that come with start-
ing the school year.

JASON MILLER
Miller is teaching geometry, al-

gebra 1A, and algebra 1B this year, 
but has been teaching high school 
math for 14 years. His last teaching 
job was at Washburn Rural High 
School, where he taught Honors 
Precalculus, Integrated Math 3, 
Math Lab, and sponsored the Math 
Team. Miller grew up on a farm in 
Onaga. He graduated from Empo-
ria State University. He’s always had 
an interest in teaching and has al-
ways loved math. Outside of school, 
MilIer enjoys spending time with 
his family, running, and biking. 
As a student, he was very involved, 
which helps him as a teacher to 
remember to be understanding 
towards kids who are balancing 
extracurriculars, schoolwork, and 
family.

JAMIE ROGERS
Rogers is teaching band and 

choir for grades 5-12. He grew 
up near Eskridge, and received 
his bachelor and masters degrees 
from K-State. His hobbies outside 
of school include making music, 
gravel road cycling and watching 
his son play sports. As a high school 
student, he often settled for C aver-
age grades, until he got to college, 
where he realized he couldn’t be 
successful that way, which is why he 
pushes his students to be the best 
they can be. So far, Rogers is im-
pressed with the great culture and 
leadership here at Wabaunsee.

KEELY REDDICK
Reddick is teaching Family and 

Consumer Sciences and sponsoring 
FCCLA. She grew up in Wamego, 
attended Emporia State University 
on a cheerleading scholarship, and 
graduated from K-State in 2016. 
Reddick has coached high school 
cheerleading at Council Grove for 
the past three years, which is how 

she discovered her love for working 
with kids. Outside of school, she 
enjoys jogging, spending time with 
her family and watching football 
games. 

MIRIAM BARTON
Barton is teaching English II, 

English IV as well as College Eng-
lish and is sponsoring the National 
Honor Society. She grew up near 
Galveston, Texas, but moved to 
Kansas for her husband’s job. She 
previously taught college English 
courses at K-State. Barton has al-
ways found joy in reading and writ-

ing, which is why she decided to 
study it in college as well as pursue 
it as a career. 

CHRISTIAN ULSAKER
Ulsaker is Wabaunsee’s new 

special education teacher, as well 
as head boys basketball coach. He 
grew up in McPherson, Kansas, 
and attended college at Washburn 
University. He began coaching im-
mediately after college, and has al-
ready had the opportunity to coach 
some athletes on our teams through 
his summer league basketball team, 
the SSA Elite. His interest in Special 
Education stems from growing up 
with an aunt with Down Syndrome, 
who lived with him for most of his 
life.

TREVOR KELLER
Keller is the new school psychol-

ogist, as well as head girls basketball 
coach. He grew up in a small town, 
similar to Wabaunsee, and attended 
K-State, where he received his un-
dergraduate degrees in psychol-
ogy and kinesiology. He moved to 
Wamego after he got married, and 
worked at Rural Valley High School 
last year. Outside of work, he enjoys 
spending time with his friends and 
family, and loves anything sports-
related. He said he decided to be-
come a psychologist because he 
wanted the opportunity to make a 
positive difference in students' lives. 

WHS welcomes new staff members

Freshman Robert Potter watches a video about the basics of coding. Students 
work at their own pace through interactive lessons. "I like it because the more you 
work the more fun it is," junior Ethan Johnson said. Photo by Amy Cassell.

Special education 
teacher Christian 
Ulsaker works 
with freshman 
Nathan Anderson. 
Ulsaker is also 
taking over as 
boys basketball 
coach. 
"He's hilarious," 
Anderson said. 
"He really helps 
out in math and 
other subjects we 
struggle in.

Photo by Kendyl 
Bolinder.

NEW TEACHER QUIZ

1. Which new teacher loves cooking 
food from scratch?

2. Which staff member loves The 
Greatest Showman?

3. Which teacher has only had one 
detention in their life?

4. Which teacher’s spirit animal is a 
bear, because they’re “just a big cud-
dly teddy bear?”

5. Which staff member would be 
played by Bradley Cooper in a movie 
about their life?

6. Which teacher’s walk up song is 
the Emperor’s March from Star Wars?

1. BARTON  2. ULSAKER  3. RED-
DICK  4. ROGERS  5. ULSAKER AND 
KELLER  6. MILLER

Volleyball wins home meet, 
Schreiner wins at Wamego

Senior Autymn Schreiner hits a drop shot against Dulac from Atchison in 
the first match of the Wamego Invitational Thursday afternoon, winning 6-2. 
Schreiner finished 4-0 against Atchison, Sabetha, Wamego and Topeka. The 
Chargers finished second as a team. Photo by Sarah Vanstory.

Juniors Maddy 
Wertzberger and 
Jordyn Magette 
block Saturday 
during the Amy 
Schutter Memo-
rial Tournament. 
The Chargers 
finished first, 
defeating Oska-
loosa, Mission 
Valley, Osage City 
and Centralia 
twice. Magette 
said it meant a 
lot to start 5-0. 
"We really came 
together as a 
team and played 
well for this early 
in the season. 
After finishing 
second in the 
state last year it 
was a big confi-
dence booster 
to start out 5-0. 
Photo by Kaytlyn 
Meseke. Check 
whscharger.com 
for more coverage 
of Charger sports.


