Wabaunsee High School

Issue 29

THE CHARGER

May 9, 2019

KSHSAA adds girls wrestling, changes football scrimmage rules
Laurel Barber
@Lawl_e_20
Last week, KSHSAA added it
first new sport in 15 years.
Kansas State High School Activities Association held a meeting
to discuss rule changes and new
additions. The most significant
changes were the addition of girls
wrestling as a varsity sports and
changes to football scrimmage
rules.
According to a story in the
Kansas City Star, the McPherson
athletic director and wrestling
coach started formulating a campaign that finally went through to
be the 23rd championship sport
in Kansas. Girls wrestling will
have their own championship the
Thursday before the boys championship. There will be two-year
transition period where girls will
be allowed to wrestle with boys if

a tournament does not offer a girls
division, but must compete with
their own gender if possible. After
two years, girls will only be able to
wrestle girls.
“It will be good that they [girls]
can compete against other females. I mean in every other sport
you play you compete against your
gender," coach Joey Heersche said.
Heersche said that because of
the competitive mentality the best
wrestlers have, some girls won't
love every aspect of the new rules.
"Some girls actually prefer wrestling boys and see it as a challenge.
For those ladies, they may not like
the new rule because now they do
not get the choice. They can only
compete in the girls division at the
state tournament.
Heersche said that girls have always been welcome in club, junior
high and high school wrestling.
He hopes the rule changes have a

positive effect on participation going forward.
WHS didn't have any female
wrestlers this season, but senior
wrestling manager Kinsey Stuewe
said more girls, including her,
would probably consider competing now that girls have their own
division. "I've grown up around
wrestling. My dad would probably have been supportive if there
was a girls division. I think I could
have been competitive," Stuewe
said.
Another major rule change addressed football scrimmages.
At the beginning of this school
year inter-school scrimmages
were prohibited for all football
teams in Kansas. KSHSAA voted
to allow “football jamborees,” before the first game of the season.
“I think it’s a really cool idea.
It will help us prepare for our first
game because I feel like it will put

us in a game-like setting,” lineman
Adam Miller said.
The jamboree format allows
up to four teams to scrimmage
each other preseason. The rule
states no more than four teams
and no fewer than three teams can
participate. The rule still remains
that the squad must have at least
10 practices before being allowed
to take part and each player must
have nine. Each team will be allowed to run a total of 36 offensive
plays and no special team plays
will be allowed.
“These will help simulate
game-like situations,which will
help us better prepare for the start
of the season the following week,”
coach Jess Rutledge said.
Wabaunsee is working with St.
Marys and Lyndon to start a jamboree next season. Nothing has
been finalized, but the schools are
in serious talk.

SPRING PLAY | Students perform 2 short plays about breakups
Sean Dugger serves
Maddie Alderman
and Logan Brown
in the final scene of
"It's Not You, It's
Me." WHS performed
two one-act plays,
including "Breaking
Badly."
Top Right: Bobby
Whitsell, Brendan
Dugger and Gabby
Simmons prepare for
an awkward 21-hour
flight after a breakup.
Bottom Right: Canadian secret service
agent Stanly Russo
breaks up with Justice
Houston. Photos
by Bailey Coon and
Melissa Campbell.

Q&A: Retiring music teacher reflects on career
Hannah Mumpower
@Hlmump
WHS band and choir teacher
Richard Philbrook is retiring after 11 years at WHS. Philbrook
began teaching 43 years ago and
has made many memories along
the way.
Where have you taught in your
career?
My first job was in Manhattan
at a private school, Monsignor
Luckey High, and I taught there
for two years. Then I went to Sabetha for three years, then I went
to graduate school full time for a
year, and then I taught at Junction
City for three years and then in
‘84 I went to Wamego and I stayed
there for three years. Then I went
to Arizona because my wife wanted to go to graduate school. So I
taught at Hopi High School on the
Hopi Reservation for a year while
she was doing that, and then went
back to Wamego. They rehired
me, and I was there until I came
here 11 years ago.
What made you decide to become a music teacher?
You know, I knew, I really kind
of knew when I was in 8th grade

that I wanted to be a music teacher.
In high school, because I had a really good experience with history
classes, I thought I really wanted
to be a history teacher, but I talked
to the teachers and there were a lot
more history teachers than music
teachers and I thought OK, I’ll
do this. Every day in music class
I had this wonderful experience,
and I went ‘I gotta do this’ but
I’m conservative enough where I
want to have a day job instead of
just going on the road with a band.
That’s when I decided I wanted to
become a music teacher.
What was the music program
like when you first came here?
It was suffering some down
times. There were six people in
the high school band. There were
12 in the junior high, and the 6th
grade band had gotten to about
page 12 in the book. Choir-wise
there were some very good female
singers in the high school choir
and there were only three guys.
Part of it was there had been a lot
of different teachers. There had
been some very good teachers, but
they came in for a year or two and
left and then they’d hire someone
else and they would come in for a

year and leave. The quality of students has always been really good,
you guys just needed someone
consistent who was here year after
year.
How has WHS changed since
you’ve been here?
We’ve gone through a lot of
principals. There’s been a lot of
change in staff, but the consistent thing, the thing that hasn’t
changed, is just outstanding young
people who attend school here.
I have the perspective of having
taught in a lot of different schools
and you guys are really special and
when you leave here and go elsewhere, you’ll know.
How has the teaching industry
changed since you first became
a teacher?
When I first became a teacher,
teachers had the respect of the
students and the community. We
were special people, right up there
with the pastor of the local church
and that kind of stuff and then,
people started thinking that if you
work at a job where you make a
lot of money, then you’re more
special than people who work at
a job that you don’t make a lot of
money.

How have students changed?
When I first started teaching,
if I said something or made a request, it was ‘yes sir’ and there
was very little questioning involved. Students have changed to
the point now where you have to
justify to young people why they
should do what they’re doing. I
kind of think that’s a good thing.
You say ‘why’ more often and I
think that’s a very good thing.
What advice do you have for students?
I hear this all the time in yearbooks and senior speeches and
stuff, but it’s so true. Enjoy your
time in high school, because
when you leave high school, your
life will change forever and will
never ever be the same. You can’t
go back and change it, so live it
up. Take advantage of everything
that’s offered in high school.
What has been your favorite
memory of WHS?
There are some students that it
has been my privilege to teach, to
have gotten to know a little better
and that’s my favorite memory. It’s
those people.

BRIEFS
WHS PLACES 5TH AT STATE JOURNALISM
WHS journalism achieved five
awards at the Kansas Scholastic Press
Association state contest Saturday
morning, including one state champion.
In the write-off contests, students
receive a page of quotes and information and must write a story in 90 minutes.
Sophomore Kendyl Bolinder placed
first in editorial writing. “The prompt
we wrote about (a student protest)
has actually happened at Wabaunsee,
so I was prepared to write about it,”
Bolinder said. Sophomore Emma Frey
placed second in the event.
Junior Kaytlyn Meseke placed third
in feature writing and received honorable mention in cutline writing. Junior
Eleanor Badeker received honorable
mention in copy editing.
As a team, WHS placed fifth in 2A,
the school’s highest finish ever.
“We didn’t bring many people to the
competition,” adviser Brendan Praeger
said, “so a top-5 finish is definitely a
solid achievement. I think our students
are usually well-prepared because we
produce so much content throughout the year. It’s a big advantage over
schools that only publish a few times
a semester.”
COON SETS SCHOOL DISCUS RECORD
Senior Bailey Coon broke her own
school record in the discus Friday at
Riley County.
Coon bested her previous throw of
105’3” with a throw of 111, and minutes later extended her record with a
throw of 115’3”.
“It felt really good that day,” Coon
said. “I set the bar a bit higher for those
who throw discus after I graduate.”
Coon, who also set a personal record in the shot put Friday (34’6”), said
her relaxed attitude was part of the reason for her success. “I was more calm
Friday. I wasn’t really worried about
placing, so I focused on just getting a
PR.” Coon placed 4th in both discus
and shot.
Coon’s throw was the third school
record set by the team this year, following freshman Lauren Schutter’s school
bests in triple jump and long jump.
The team competes at the Mid-East
League meet Thursday at Rock Creek,
and enters the post- season May 17 at
Jefferson County North.
DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT TO RAISE
FUNDS FOR STUDENT TO STUDY ABROAD
Falisha Willier is hosting a dodgeball tournament to raise money to
study abroad.
Willier will be studying abroad over
the summer in Costa Rica. Throughout the year, she has put on several
fundraisers to help pay for the trip.
Teacher Laura Delfelder is helping
organize the tournament, set for 9:30
a.m. May 18 in the WHS gym. The
entry fee is $20 for teams of five. Any
student or community member is encouraged to participate.
Contact Defelder at ldelfelder@
usd329.com to enter.
ADVANCED CAD PLACES 1ST AT TECH
FAIR
The Advanced CAD class brought
home several awards from the Ft. Hays
State Tech Fair last week, including the
Dennis Mckee award for best mutlistudent project for a 1/25 scale model
of WHS. For more coverage of the
project, including pictures of the project's progress, visit whscahrger.com.
The project is currently on display
in the WHS library.
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Advanced CAD
Model, the result of more
than 900 hours
of student
work, places
first at tech fair
Sean Dugger
@seandugger01

After a long year of hard work,
a 1/25th model of the WHS main
building constructed by advanced
CAD students traveled to to the
Fort Hays Tech Fair where it
claimed best senior project as well
as the prized Dennis McKee award
for best multi-student project.
Seniors Luke Barber, Sean Dugger, Dillon Spellman and Kinsey
Stuewe decided that they would
work on a project together for their
final year. The project began as a
model of the city of Alma.
After initial planning, the students transitioned to a more focused project. The goal became a
model of the WHS campus, but
transportation limits and scale
choice shrunk the plan one step
further to the main WHS building.
“It was more realistic and I’m
glad we changed it,” Barber said.
The project hit a roadblock before it had begun as the architectural plans to the building, built in
1939 and renovated multiple times
since then, could not be located.
Even after a few weeks of searching,
the plans could not be found, so the
team decided to measure the entire
building by hand.
“All of the false walls and dead
spaces we didn’t know about made
measuring difficult,” Stuewe said.
After a majority of the measurements had been taken, the students
began drawing the plans in Autodesk Revit, architectural software.
Since there was only a year to complete the project, the group split up.
Barber and Spellman worked on
the scale model while Dugger and
Stuewe worked on the plans.
“I don’t think it could have gotten done separately,” CAD instructor Amy Cassell said. “Each one of
them had their own specialty which
made the project amazing.”
While the idea of making the
model never changed, some of the
plans had to evolve. The inside of
the model was only completed for
the front due to the difficulty of
some rooms in the back, such as the
auditorium, and time constraints.
“I didn’t think we would have
time to do any of the inside, but we
got the front done and it added so
much,” Barber said.
To balance the time frame given
with all of the work needed, the
team created schedules and to-do
lists and placed everywhere in the
workplace. Each member worked
on the model during free time as
well as coming in on staff development days. Work nights were popular with the group as they were able
to work together for a few more
hours after practices.
“Work nights were fairly effective,” Spellman said. “It felt like it
was less intense but we still got a lot
of work done.”
After a combined effort of more
than 900 hours, the model was

The 1/25th scale model of the school being presented in the library. Built by the advanced CAD group, the walls are constructed out of wood. Bricks were outlined using
a CNC Router and painted with coloured mud by hand. All of the stairs, windows, interior detail items, and planter were created by a 3D printer. The roof and floors are
made of wood while the ceilings and walls are made out of foam board. The ground features a grass carpet and painted concrete. It won best multiple pupil project in
the Fort Hays Tech Fair. Photo by Emma Frey.
Senior Luke
Barber applies grey
paint to
the walls of
the model
through a
syringe. This
added an additional step
but defined
the limestone
bricks of the
model much
better. Photo
by Amy Cassell.
Seniors Kinsey Stuewe, Dillon Spellman, Sean Dugger and Luke Barber stand in
front of the model with all of its awards while on display. Photo by Lisa Hull.
completed along with a set of plans,
a smaller 3D printed version of the
model, a model that represents the
assembly process and a rendering
made from the Revit program.
“I learned that you can do anything that you put your mind to
and that teamwork is important,”
Stuewe said.
Thought to be large enough, the
trailer the team planned to use to
carry the large project was less than
an inch wider than the base of the
model. To fit it in the only transportation means accessible, the model
was tilted to allow it to fit through
which was difficult to do even with
four people carrying it.
The model arrived to the tech
fair mostly undamaged after a twohour trip. The chimney attempted
to separate off the building but was
able to be reattached and other minor issues were fixed once set down
for competition.
“It was a tiring process but it felt
so accomplishing to see it at the
fair,” Barber said.
Junior Katlyn Meseke joined the
group to Fort Hays State University
where they would compete in the
live competitions as well as showcase house plans drawn by members in the Computer Aided Drafting class.
“At first, I thought it was just
going to be drafting, but there was
woodworking, metalworking and
more,” Meseke said. “It was great to

FORT HAYS STATE TECH FAIR
AWARDS
2nd Place in the Technology Challenge
1st place in Live Communication
Competition
Dennis McKee Award - Best MultiPupil Project
Best Overall 12th grade project
Blue Ribbon — House plans
Rosette — School Model
see the projects everyone had been
working on.”
The group placed first in the
Live Communication Competition
and second in the Technology challenge. All of the architectural plans
drawn by the juniors in CAD class
received a blue ribbons for their superior quality. The model received
a blue ribbon as well as a medal for
an outstanding project. With everything else, the Dennis McKee
award was given to WHS, a first in
the school’s history, for bringing the
best multi pupil project of the fair.
The award is named after a longtime metals instructor from Fort
Hays State.
“It shows that all of the hard
work done by the students paid off
by receiving top in the class that
they were in,” Cassell said.
The entire project of the model,
house plans, and the awards received will be on display in the library for the remainder of the year.

Senior Sean Dugger works on the plans of the school during a work night. Using
the architectural program Autodesk Revit. The measurements the group took were
transferred into the program which created the set of plans for the school, an
electronic model, and renderings of different views. Photo by Amy Cassell.
The advanced group
work on the model
at the tech fair. After
a two hour trip in a
trailer, some slight
damage occurred
and was repaired
by members before
being presented.
Issues fixed included
the light system
being reinforced,
some breaks being
repainted, and
the chimney being
re-attached firmly to
the model. Photo by
Amy Cassell.

