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EDITORIAL BRIEFS
GIRLS BASKETBALL RETURNS TO
STATE TOURNAMENT
Excitement runs rampant at
WHS as the girls basketball team
returns to the state tournament. A
big shout out to those who made
the trip to Marion to watch the girls
at substate. The WHS Pep Band will
be heading out to Hays on Thursday to support the girls. We need
as many people as possible to show
up and support the team. The game
begins at 3 p.m. at the Fort Hays
Gross Memorial Coliseum. With a
win the girls will continue Friday
and Saturday.
ALL-STATE CHOIR AND BAND
All-State band and choir had
great representation from our
district. Students included Duke
Beggs, Conrad Cassell, Jordan
Meseke, Keaton Mulanax, Scilynn
Gros, Lanson Parry, Maverick Havenstein, Annie Wright, Dee Glotzbach, Jazlyn Posch, Rhett Parry, Isabelle Stuhlsatz, Isaac Meyer, Emily
Meyer, Payton Wurtz, Ava Huske,
Parker Holthaus, Rayona Munoz,
Jessica Vanstory and Sarah Vanstory.
LEAGUE BAND AND CHOIR AND COMBINED COUNTY CONCERT
Tuesday, our musicians competed at the League Band and Choir
contest at St. Marys. The WHS band
and choir competed in the morning
with individual soloists competing
in the afternoon. Following League,
WHS hosted the annual county
concert with the Mission Valley
band and choir. The band and choir
both work hard, so it’s great to get
an opportunity to see them perform.
SPRING SPORTS UNDERWAY
Baseball, softball and track began last week. Both baseball and
softball have been practicing inside
due to frigid outdoor temperatures.
Some practices have been in the
morning due to the girls basketball
team’s postseason success. Track
has been enduring the cool temperatures in preparation of future outdoor meets. All teams are excited to
begin the season and we hope outdoor practice will be a possibility
after spring break.
APRIL 8 CHANGED TO SCHOOL DAY
The April 8 professional development day is now a school day in
order to make up time lost due to
snow days. We never thought we’d
say this, but we’re sick of snow days.
It’s really hard to learn in a class you
only attend once a week.
CHARGER LAUNCHES NEW PODCAST
The Charger staff has created
a new podcast separate from the
Senioritis podcast. The Charger
staff created the podcast to address newsworthy issues in the
school and explore how they affect
students. To listen to this podcast,
head to the Charger’s website or
find us on iTunes under the Senioritis feed.. If you have suggestions of topics for future episodes,
tweet @whscharger. Check out our
first episode to hear our thoughts
on potential schedule changes for
next year, plastic surgery and more.
SECRETARY WELCOMES NEW BABY
Congrats to Carrie and Brady
Boeckman on a healthy baby!
While we miss Carrie, it’s always a
treat to have Mrs. Adams in the office every day.

Seniors Alyssa Lohmeyer and Abby Oliver bring the sub-state championship trophy to the Charger basketball team
after a 59-43 victory over Northern Heights in the championship game Saturday afternoon. Photos by Macy Falk.

Sophomore Jace Reeves holds up a sign
during the sub-state championship. "Mission
Valley joined our pep club and we cheered for
their boys team," junior Emma Michaelis said.

Girls basketball heads to state for the third time in five years
Kaytlyn Meseke
@Kaytlyn_nelle
The Chargers basketball team is
#ALLIN for the state tournament.
The Chargers enter state as the
top seed at 20-3 and face 9-12 Heritage Christian 3 p.m. Thursday at
Gross Memorial Stadium in Hays.
The team entered sub-state as
the number one seed and was able
to dominate the teams and bring
home the sub-state championship. They first played Goessel,
the eighth seed, at home and won

58-24. From there they faced the
fifth seeded Hillsboro and defeated
them 52-19. For the championship
the girls played second seed Northern Heights winning 59-43, qualifying the team to state again.
The players have been preparing themselves since the beginning
of the season for this moment.
“We have practiced and prepared ourselves for the moment
and when it comes, I think we will
be ready,” junior Madelyn Hutley
said.
This hard work and preparation

makes this team special to head
coach Shanna Perine.
“We are all on the same page.
We know what we want and we
knew from the beginning what we
had to do to get there. Everyone
bought into our goal and worked
hard everyday to get to this point,”
Perine said, “The sky's the limit for
this group. They are all very unselfish and want to win for each other.
We know there are no shortcuts to
the top and it will take all of us to
get there.”
About half of the girls traveled

to state two years ago, but only a
few of them were able to have the
experience of playing on the court.
But senior Abby Oliver said this
year is different.
“This team has a certain chemistry on the court that is like something I’ve never been a part of. If
we keep playing like we have been,
I think we’ll put up a tough fight at
state,” Oliver said.
“Nothing surprises me about a
group of kids who are #ALLIN,”
Perine said.

2 staff members prepare for children
Emma Frey
@_emmafrey_
Two staff members are expanding their families this semester.
Secretary Carrie Boeckman and
history teacher Jess Rutledge are
the new parents-to-be. The Charger spoke to each of them about the
upcoming changes in their lives.
What are you most looking forward to?
Rutledge: I think just seeing
my son grow up. Seeing him go
through all the stages of life. Just
excited to see him grow.
Boeckman: I’ve always, always
wanted to be a mom and so after
we lost the first baby, I’m so excited
that everything has gone well this
time and that dream of mine is finally coming.
What are you least excited for?
R: Diapers. Changing diapers.
B: Puke and poop and you know,
all that side of it.
Are you scared about anything?
R: Obviously you don’t want to
mess it up. It’s a human baby. It
doesn’t have the ability to correct
the problem itself.
B: Becoming a parent is scary because you are the one solely in
charge of this little person. It’s up
to us to make sure everything goes

ok. We haven’t done it before so we
don’t know what we’re getting ourselves into so it’s just the fear of the
unknown.
Are you looking forward to waking up in the middle of the night?
R: Honestly I wake up two or three
times anyway (to eat), now I’ll just
have a smaller version of me who
wants to eat too.
What kind of parent will you be?
R: I don’t even know how to answer that. I hope a good one. One
that’s going to be able to help my
child, but stern so my child learns
the right things from the wrong
things. I hope to be a successful
parent.
B: I know that my husband is going to be the parent where baby is
wrapped around his finger, so I feel
like I’m going to have to be sort of
the disciplinarian. I don’t want to
be that person, but I see myself taking on that role.

little kids, they’ve been around
them, especially my deaf dog.
B: My dogs have been around other kids and done really really well
around them. I think they’re going
to be very protective but also very
gentle.
What kind of prep do you have
done for the baby?
R: We got the nursery ready and
registering for what seems like
endless products that you need to
have for a baby. Just kind of reading up on it as much as we can. My
wife and I are going to take a class
in March for parents for the basics.
B: We have the nursery done and
all that but because we don’t know
what baby is, we don’t have any
clothes really. All that stuff is going
to have to come afterwards, which
is kind of intimidating. We do have
daycare set up and we can start
that in June. We’re just going to be
winging it for awhile.

Your spouse?
R: She’s 100 percent going to be
the loving and nurturing one. She
is with our dogs. That’s just her nature.

Names?
R: His name is going to be Ty Allen
Rutledge.
B: If it’s a boy, his name is going to
be Camden, if it’s a girl her name is
going to be Clara

How will your pets react?
R: I hope they react well. They
seem really intrigued by my wife
now that she’s pregnant. They love

How did you feel when you found
out you were having a boy?
R: I was really excited regardless to
find out that my baby was healthy,

but I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t
happy to find out my first kid is going to be a boy.
Is he going to play football?
R: I hope so, but if he wants to be in
chess club that’s cool. I’ll get better
at chess and help him get better at
that. I just want to support whatever he wants to do.
Favorite dad joke you’re excited
to use?
R: Oh my gosh I have so many.
Probably like whenever says “I’m
___” and then I can be like “Oh hi
___ I’m dad!” That’s going to be my
go to.
Why didn’t you find out the gender?
B: One, there’s not many natural
surprises left in life for people. This
is one of them. We just wanted
that moment of the doctor saying
it’s a boy or girl. Also with losing
our first one, we didn’t care what
gender was we just wanted it to be
healthy. I think its a girl personally,
my husband thinks it’s a boy, but
we would be excited with either.
The Boeckmans welcomed baby
Clara Jean Boeckman on February
26, at 6:25 p.m. She was 6 pounds
4 ounces, and 19 3/4 inches long.
Baby Rutledge is due April 25.

