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This semester five students are 
attending Washburn Tech to get a 
new outlook on the classroom. 

Juniors Dalton Turner, Frank 
Gilbert, Tucker Thomas, Austin 
Davis and Tyler Clark attend Wash-
burn Tech every morning. Last year 
senior David Cebulski attended 
Washburn Rural as a junior and 
continues this year. 

Students attend Washburn Tech 
to get a head start on their career 
for the future. To get the chance to 
attend Washburn they must take an 
Accuplacer test. If they pass, there 
are certain programs they can go 
into. 

“The idea was promoted that it 
was available and a great opportu-
nity for those students going into 
the technical field,” counselor Mari-
lyn Workman said. 

Students have a hands on learn-
ing experience where they can get a 
better understanding of what their 
career will entail. “I go to advance 
myself for the real world,” Gilbert 
said, “It advances my career in 
welding.”

During class they take apart en-
gines and learn more about the field 
they are going into. Davis stud-
ies diesel mechanics, Thomas and 
Turner study automotive technolo-
gy. Gilbert and Clark study welding.

“Industrial companies hired 
people out of Washburn, I get dis-
counted tuition at Washburn Uni-
versity, and it’s just great learning 
all around,” Cebulski said. 

Students learn 
practical skills 
at Washburn 

Tech

Emma Frey
@_emmafrey_ 

Gillette released a controversial 
ad this month raising the question, 
“Is this the best a man can get?”

If you haven’t seen the ad, it 
depicts some men in a number of 
questionable situations, such as sex-
ually harassing women and being 
violent towards each other. Towards 
the end of the ad, some men begin 
to stand up and call each other out 
for their actions and bad behavior. 
The ad urges men to be the best ver-
sions of themselves possible, and to 
set an example for future genera-
tions.

So why are people so upset?
The ad, not surprisingly, went vi-

ral immediately. Some people were 
thrilled and enjoyed the ad. Oth-
ers argued that the ad is unfairly 
attacked men and left out women, 
while insinuating that all men take 
part in these bad behaviors. 

Similar to the #BurnYourNikes 
hashtag that circled social media 
following Nike's Kaepernick ad, 
some have taken to Twitter to post 
pictures of destroyed razors to show 
their disagreement with the ad. 

Personally, I enjoyed this ad and 
believe Gillette did a good thing 
by making it. Some people argue 
that they don’t see a reason for an 
advertisement, but being around 
teenage boys a majority of the time, 
I do. Some behavior that could be 
excused as “boys being boys” is an 
issue that should actually be ad-
dressed. 

Most girls don’t like speaking up 
about these things, but I’ve heard 
personally from many girls that is-
sues including sexual harassment 
do occur every day. By bringing 
light to this topic Gillette is making 
a positive impact. Even if it doesn’t 
have an impact, they aren’t hurting 
anyone by asking men to act better 
and it’s not worth getting that upset 
over an advertisement for razors. 

Whether you agree with the ad 
or not, you have to respect the fact 
that Gillette is a brand, and this is 
an advertisement. It was made to 
bring attention to Gillette and in 
doing so, sell their product. While 
Gillette didn’t necessarily have to 
make a razor ad political, it brought 
attention to its brand and addressed 
important issue. 

Not all men act inappropriately, 
but the ones who do need to con-
sider the consequences of their ac-
tions. Even if Gillete’s message only 
reaches a couple of people it will 
have been worth it.

Gillette ad 
causes 

pointless 
controversy 
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In addition to the regular slate 
of home events, WHS is hosting 
multiple postseason winter events 
for the Kansas High School Activi-
ties Association.

On Thursday, WHS will host 2A 
regional scholars bowl and will be 
a host site for 1A Sub-State basket-
ball at the end of February. WHS 
also hosted regional cross country.

In order to host events, athletic 
director Jeron Weisshaar usually 
submits a form requesting to host 
a specific event. KSHAA employ-

ees sort through the applicants 
and decide who they will invite to 
host. In the case of scholars bowl 
and basketball this year, KSHSAA 
actually approached WHS to host.

“The scholars bowl administra-
tor, Rod Garman called and said 
they were having trouble finding a 
site. We have had some success in 
the past few years and we would be 
a good site geographically,” schol-
ars bowl coach Brendan Praeger 
said “I asked our administrators 
if we could do it and they were 
supportive. It’s a lot of work, but I 
think we can host a good tourna-
ment. It’s also exciting for the team 

to compete at home.”
WHS is 2A, so it is a little odd 

to be host site for 1A sub-state 
basketball. This is because of the 
change in classifications, where 1A 
is now a complete class instead of 
being split into two divisions. Since 
some of the 1A schools don’t have 
enough room to host, WHS was 
asked to do it.

There are many benefits for 
small school districts hosting 
events. School events attract peo-
ple outside of our community who 
will spend money and support lo-
cal businesses. It’s also a good op-
portunity for Wabaunsee to show-

case its facilities and give students 
a home court advantage. 

“We get a share of the entry fees, 
all concession stand and program 
earnings and brings in lots of out-
side people to the town so there is 
also an economic impact,” Weis-
shaar said.

Along with the benefits there 
are challenges to hosting that some 
people don’t see. Weisshaar said 
that securing workers for the event 
is the main challenge. It also de-
pends on the event, for basketball 
there are various items that and 
information that needs to be deliv-
ered to the other schools.

WHS to host regional scholars bowl, 1A sub-state basketball

Hannah Mumpower
@Hlmump01

Juniors Eleanor Badeker and 
Macy Falk made a delicious cre-
ation for their FCCLA STAR 
event. 

Many FCCLA members com-
pete in STAR (Students Taking 
Action with Recognition) events, 
which cover a wide variety of top-
ics related to Family and Con-
sumer Sciences. Events are sepa-
rated into three divisions: Junior 
division which covers students in 
the 6-9th grade, Senior division 
is open to 10-12th grade and the 
Occupational division is open to 
any student who intends to pur-
sue a career that is related to that 
event.

STAR events can be done ei-
ther individually or in groups 
of up to three people. They usu-
ally begin with a planning pro-
cess and can include multiple ele-
ments such as speeches, research, 
visuals, presentations and various 
other elements. After completing 
their STAR events, students will 
then present these elements to 
judges at District, State and even 
National competitions.

Wabaunsee FCCLA has 23 
members competing in STAR 
events this year. On Febru-
ary 6, these students will take 
their STAR events to Districts at 
Nemaha Central. To move on to 
the State competition in Wichita 
on April 7, students must place 
1st in their event at Districts 
with a score of 85 or above. If 
they place 1st or 2nd at the State 
competition with a score of 85 or 
above, students will then move 
on to the National competition in 
Anaheim, Fla. in July.

Juniors Eleanor Badeker and 
Macy Falk are participating in the 
Food Innovations Senior STAR 
event. Food Innovations recog-
nizes participants who demon-
strate knowledge of the basic 
concepts of food product devel-
opment by creating an original 
recipe, testing the product with 
sample groups and creating a 
marketing strategy. They dem-
onstrate their knowledge of food 
science, nutrition, food prepara-
tion safety and product market-
ing. Participants must prepare a 
display, suggested product pack-
aging and an oral presentation.

“This year we were assigned to 
do an indulgent dessert,” Bade-
ker said. “We had to modify it 
and make it our own. We came 

up with an idea because it had a 
personal connection to my al-
lergy. Obviously with my allergy 
there are a lot of things that I miss 
out on, so we decided to create a 
dessert that people with nut aller-
gies could safely have that would 
be similar to something that they 
can’t usually have.” 

Badeker and Falk are taking 
the recipe for a peanut butter 

butterfinger cheesecake and are 
creating what they call a Sun-
flower Cheesecake. “The steps 
we take are to do the planning 
process first and then make the 

food item and have certain people 
judge them and then we make the 
food item again,” Falk said. “We 
took a peanut butter butterfinger 
cheesecake and replaced the pea-
nut butter with sunflower butter 
and the butterfinger with a toffee 
that we made ourselves,” Badeker 
said. 

Badeker and Falk have made 
their Sunflower Cheesecake two 
times. Each time they made it, 
they had it tasted by a sample 
group of WHS staff and students 
including those with nut allergies 
and those without. They had the 
tasters fill out a review sheet each 
time they sampled the cheese-
cake. After the first sampling, 
changes were made to the top-
pings of the cheesecake. Using 
the information from the review 
sheets, Badeker and Falk were 
able to refine their recipe in or-
der to create a better tasting end 
product. 

Badeker and Falk believe that 
STAR events are well worth the 
effort. “STAR events help with 
your public speaking and help 
build your leadership skills by 
taking initiative and creating a 
project,” Falk said. “It is a great 
opportunity to develop skills in 
speaking and doing projects,” 
Badeker said. “They give you an 
opportunity to create something 
and also see new places and have 
new experiences while working 
on them. The only con would be 
that it can sometimes be hard to 
find time to work on the event 
among all of the other responsi-
bilities you have.”

Juniors prepare tasty STAR project

The Charger
The Charger is an open forum for 

student free speech. 

Send letters to the editor, story 
ideas or pictures to 

whscharger@gmail.com.

The Charger is distributed free to 
WHS students and faculty. Read 
online at whscharger.com or fol-
low @whscharger on Twitter and 
Instagram. Find Senioritis, the 

Charger podcast, on iTunes or at 
whscharger.com. 

Juniors Eleanor Badeker and Macy Falk put the finishing touches on a 
cheesecake for their STAR event. They substituted peanut butter with sunflow-
er butter to suit people with peanut allergies. Photos by Hannah Mumpower.

The sunflower cheesecake, and "in-
dulgent dessert," features a crushed 
Oreo crust, homemade toffee and 
caramel sauce with semisweet melted 
chocolate chips.

(STAR events) give 
you an opportunity 
to create something 
and also see new 
places and have new 
experiences.

—Eleanor Badeker


