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WHS journalism students were 
named the Grand Champion of the Kan-
sas State Fair Scholastic Print Competi-
tion.

The journalism 
team competed 
in September at 
the state fair in 
Hutchinson for 
the seventh year. 
The contest gives a 
team of five jour-
nalists 10 hours to 
create a four-page 
newspaper. The pa-
per includes a lead 
story that is drawn 
from a hat, an agri-
culture-related story and two free topics 
about that day at the fair. Students are 
responsible for interviews, photographs, 
writing, design and editing the issue.

The team for the day consisted of se-
nior Abby Oliver, juniors Eleanor Bade-
ker and Kaytlyn Meseke and sopho-
mores Kendyl Bolinder and Emma Frey. 

After more than a month of anticipa-
tion, the team received the results last 
week. The WHS issue was the grand 
champion. Frey and Bolinder also won 
an award for best ag story. The team wins 
a Grand Champion rosette and $100.

Frey and Bolinder teamed up to write 
an agriculture story about the birthing 
center at the fair. “I had a lot of fun get-
ting to be around the animals and the 
vets and I actually got a lot out of listen-
ing to them talk. I'm also excited to take 
home what I learned about journalism 
and apply it,” Frey said. 

WHS also won the competition in 
2012, and placed 3rd in 2013 and 2nd 
in 2015. The Charger staff received an 
award for best lead story in 2013, and 
Abby Oliver won best ag story last year 
for a feature on a Farm Bureau educa-
tional exhibit.

Oliver’s topic for the lead story this 
year was a feature about a cotton edu-
cator who was presenting at the fair. 
“Competing at the State Fair has gave me 
confidence in talking with people I don't 
know. It's also has improved my design-
ing and editing skills,” Oliver said.

Badeker and Meseke worked togeth-
er on the two free topics. They covered 
women trying to keep the art of china 
painting alive and the Timberworks 
Lumberjack show. 

The team competed against all sizes 
of schools in the competition. “It’s nice 
to see that we stack up well against some 
of the best programs in the state when 
we’re on a level playing field,” Praeger 
said.

The competition gives students new-
er experiences and teaches them how 
to produce good work with a realistic 
deadline. “I'm super new to the newspa-
per staff, so it was very challenging to get 
all the information and write the story 
in a short amount of time, Bolinder said. 

With four out of five of the team re-
turning next year, WHS should be com-
petitive again next year. 

“It’s a really valuable experience that 
teaches the students how to produce 
work on a realistic deadline. I wish there 
were more events like it,” Praeger said.
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The six words every Wabaun-
see student dreads. “Put away cal-
culators, three-minute quiz” has 
struck fear into the hearts of high 
schoolers for years. 

A three-minute quiz is a no 
calculator quiz that includes a 
combination of five math ques-
tions that relate to different areas 
taught in Roger Alderman’s math 
classes. Students are given three 
minutes to solve these problems. 
If all problems are solved correct-
ly and the quiz is finished within 
the first minute, students can earn 
extra credit. 

The problems put on the quiz 
are usually simple and can be 
solved with mental math and 
a little effort, but the time con-
straint means not every student 
is a fan. “I don’t like three min-
ute quizzes,” sophomore Jordan 
Magette said, “they stress me 
out because I’m always trying to 
finish in the first minute.” Other 
students, however, enjoy them 
because they don’t often require 
much effort. “I actually like them 
because they’re easy,” sophomore 
Raegan Feyh said. 

Three-minute quizzes origi-
nated when Alderman ran into 
the issue of students depending 
entirely on calculators. “It was 
kind of frustrating always hear-
ing the complaint that kids can’t 
do anything without a calcula-
tor,” said Alderman, “I decided 

to come up with something to 
test and show that, yes, our kids 
can still work 
without a cal-
culator when 
they need to.” 
The three-
minute quiz 
gives students 
a chance to 
use their 
brain and ex-
ercise skills 
that they have 
learned throughout their years in 
school without the aid of a calcu-

lator or iPad. 
The three-minute quiz has be-

come so infamous at Wabaunsee 
that it has become synonymous 
with all things relating to Alder-
man’s class. It even lead to a prac-
tical joke pulled on Alderman 

a few years ago. 
“Some kids wrote a 
three minute quiz 
on my driveway so 
I went ahead and 
solved it,” Alder-
man said, “I don’t 
know for sure who 
it was, you’d have 
to ask around.” 

The culprit, in 
fact, was Wabaunsee’s very own 
Kyle Schmitz, Josh Wurtz, and 

Maddy Michaelis. “I was just 
cruising through the neighbor-
hood, thinking about three-min-
ute quizzes, and I thought I might 
as well write one on his driveway,” 
2018 graduate Kyle Schmitz said. 

It is often included in gradua-
tion speeches and has become a 
common memory between Wa-
baunsee Alumni. “I don’t know 
exactly how it’s taken on a life of 
it’s own the way it has. Over the 
years I developed the delivery 
for how I introduced them and 
suddenly that, for some reason, 
caught on,” Alderman said. They 
seem to get mentioned all over 
the place when they were just this 
little simple thing I came up with 
years ago.” 

Function, stats and trig students take a 3-minute quiz Monday afternoon. Stu-
dents have three minutes to do five problems without a calculator, receiving 
extra credit for finishing in less than a minute. Photo by Sarah Vanstory.

STUDENTS COMPETE AT MATH DAY

Several WHS students placed in 
the top 3 at the Math Day competi-
tion in Emporia last week.

Students participated in individual 
competitions and team competi-
tions throughout the day. The team 
competitions were split into three 
different categories, algebra, 
geometry and math scramble. 
Team Mayah Mumpower, Maddie 
Alderman and Sean Dugger placed 
second in the math scramble com-
petition with a score of 54 points. 

Seniors Maddie Alderman and Dil-
lon Spellman competed in the ge-
ometry individual competition and 
earned second and third place. 
Alderman also placed second in 
the individual algebra competition. 
“After taking the algebra test, I 
was not very confident. I was very 
excited to find out I got second,” 
Alderman said.  — Jayna Keller

I decided to come up 
with something to test 
and show that, yes, 
our kids can still work 
without a calculator 
when they need to.

— Roger Alderman

Infamous 3-minute quizzes test math skills

Volleyball finishes 2nd at state; cross country 6th

Sophomore Jordyn 
Magette celebrates 
during a match against 
Smith Center Friday at 
State Volleyball. The 
Chargers finished 2-1 
in pool play to advance 
to Saturday. Photo by 
Sydney Holthaus. Left: 
Sophomore Alex Warner 
runs at state cross coun-
try Saturday in Wamego. 
Warner placed 29th with 
a time of 18:25, the 
highest finisher on the 
WHS squad. Photo by 
Mayah Mumpower.

WHS ADVANCES TO STATE FINAL

Abby Oliver
@AbbyOliver27

WHS volleyball placed sec-
ond at the 2A State Volleyball 
Tournament Saturday, ending 
the season with a 32-12 record.

The state tournament began 
pool play on Friday, with the 
Chargers as the sixth seed. The 
team went 2-1 for the day, mak-
ing them the 2nd seed in their 
pool and qualifying them for Sat-
urday’s bracket play. 

The Chargers didn’t go out 
without a fight Saturday, knock-
ing off the 1st seed in tourna-
ment, undefeated St. Mary’s Col-
gan. The team won the semifinals 
in two sets, 27-25, 25-22.

“We came together and really 
played like a team,” junior Alexis 
Hafenstine said. “We keep each 
other positive, and didn’t let any-
one get in our way.”

The Chargers were set to play 
Garden Plain, the fifth seed in the 
tournament, for the champion-
ship. The team controlled most of 
the first set, but lost 27-25. They 
struggled to find their rhythm in 
the second set, losing 25-11.

“Going into the tournament 
we were the sixth seed,” senior 
Alyssa Lohmeyer said. Lohmeyer 
received postseason honors of 
KVA 2018 State All Tournament 
Team, along with teammate Lau-
rel Barber. “ We were never ex-
pected to make it where we did, 
and I’m proud of my team for 
that.”

CROSS COUNTRY ENDS SEASON

Sean Dugger
@seandugger01

The boys Cross Country team 
ended a successful season with a 
6th place finish at State.

In Wamego Saturday, the boys 
ran hard to place as a team in the 
top half. Even though they only 
got 6th place, the team was only 
7 points away from third.

Five of the varsity runners ran 
state last year, all of which im-
proved by more than one minute. 
Sophomore Alex Warner was 
the top runner of the team and 
placed 29th individually. “I feel 
like I could have done better and 
it was not the way many of us 
wanted to end the season,” junior 
Bryce Tharman said.

The team already begins to 
look at next year in the hope of 
placing even higher at the state. 
They will only graduate one 
member from the boys and girls 
team, seniors Sean Dugger and 
Jessica Vanstory. 

“We’re going to miss our two 
seniors,” coach Roger Alderman 
said, “But are excited about all of 
the talent we are returning.”

The boys team ends its season 
as league and regional runners-
up with an overall record of 54-9.

“I appreciate all the work our 
whole team has put in through-
out the year,” Alderman said. 
“We had a great effort to finish 
the year.”


